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Bibliographic Citation:  AMA Style 
  
  The documentation style recommended by the American Medical 
  Association (AMA) is widely used for writing in the biomedical 
  sciences.  In AMA style, the list of works cited is called "References." 
   
  Number references in the order they appear in the text; do not  
  alphabetize.  In text, tables, and legends, identify references with 
  superscript arabic numerals. 
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   Example:    Flexibility is key to pain management. 
   

Use the author’s surname followed by initials without periods. When listing 
references, use the following style: 

 
 

  Books -- Single Author 
 
  Shepard TH.  Catalog of Teratogenic Agents.  7

th
 ed.  Baltimore, MD: Johns 

Hopkins Press; 1992. 
 

  Books -- More Than One Author 
  (List all authors if six or less, otherwise list first three  
  followed by et al.) 
  
  Baselt RC, Cravey RH.  Disposition of Toxic Drugs and Chemicals in Man. 

4
th
 ed.  Foster City, CA: Chemical Toxicology Institute; 1995. 

 
  Books -- With Editors 
 
  Armitage JO, Antman KH, eds.  High-dose Cancer Therapy: Pharmacology, 
   Hematopoietins, Stem Cells.  Baltimore, Md: Williams & Wilkins; 1995. 

 
  Chapter From A Book 
  
  Degner LF, McWilliams ME.  Challenges in conducting cross-national nursing 

research.  In: Fitzpatrick JJ, Stevenson JS, Polis NS, eds.  Nursing 
Research and Its Utilization: International State of the Science.  New York, NY: 
Springer; 1994:211-215. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Article From a Journal  
  (List all authors if six or less, otherwise list first three 
  followed by et al.) 
 
  Raux HB, Coulon PC, Lafay FD, Flamand AE.  Monoclonal antibodies which 

recognize the acidic configuration of the rabies glycoprotein at the surface of the 
virion can be neutralizing.  Virology. 1995;210(2):400-408. 

 
Article From a Journal  

 
  Cranmer KW.  Hospice defined: benefits, problems, and regularity 

conflicts.  Nurs Home Med. 1997;5(7):231. 
 

  Article In A Monthly Magazine Or Newspaper 
 
  Anderson MA.  Understanding and assessing incontinence.  Provider. 

November 1997:117-121. 
 

  Audiotape, Videotape or DVD 
   

Ayers S. Terrorism: Medical Response [DVD].  Edgartown, MA: Emergency Film 
Group; 2002. 
 

  Government Document 
 
  US General Accounting Office.  Trauma Care: Life-saving Systems Threatened 

By Unreimbursed Costs and Other Factors.  Washington, DC: US General 
Accounting Office; 1991.  HRD Publication 91-57. 
 
 
 

Electronic References 
 
  All references begin with the same information that would 
  be provided for a printed source (or as much of that  
  information as possible).  The Web information is then placed  
  at the end of the reference.  It is important to include the URL and 
  access date because documents on the Web may change in content, move, 
  or be removed from a site altogether. 
 
 

Journal Article On The Internet 
 
  Jacobson JW, Mulick JA, Schwartz AA.  A history of facilitated com- 

munication: science, pseudoscience, and antiscience.  Am Psychol. 
1995;50(9):750-765.   
http://www.aopa.org/journals/jacob.html.  Accessed April 7, 1999. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



E-Book Chapter 
 
Gonzalez FJ, Tukey RH. Drug Metabolism. In: Brunton LL, Lazo JS, Parker KL, 
eds.  Goodman & Gilman's The Pharmacological Basis of Therapeutics. 11th 
Edition. New York, NY: McGraw-Hill; 2006. http://0-
www.accessmedicine.com.lilac.une.edu/content.aspx?aID=943955. Accessed 
January 26, 2009. 

 
(If using an entire e-book, omit the chapter author and chapter title.) 

 
 
 
 

Web Site (with author) 
 
Lynch T.  DSN trials.  Psi Phi: Bradley's Science Web site.  
http://www.bradley.edu/campusorg/psiphi/DSN.html.1998. Accessed April 7, 
1999. 
 
 
 

Web Site (no author) 
Influenza Vaccination: A Summary for Clinicians. Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention Web site. http://www.cdc.gov/flu/professionals/vaccination/vax-
summary.htm. Updated July 18, 2008. Accessed January 26, 2009. 
 

 

Image 
 

In general, acknowledge an image directly beneath it.  If you do not include the 
source in your reference list, then provide all the information in the acknowledgement 
below the image.  If you do include the source in your reference list, then you can 
refer to it with a superscript number.  An image reference should include as much of 
the following information as is applicable and/or possible: artist's name, title of image, 
institution where held, title of article or book, author of article or book, title and date of 
journal, database name, date of access if online, date of publication if originally from 
print material, URL if applicable. See examples below: 

        

Figure 299.3 Total Knee Replacement. In:   Reprinted from Cecil Medicine, 23
rd
 Edition

23
  

Goldman, L, Ausiello, D, eds. Cecil Medicine. 
 23

rd
 Edition.  Philadelphia, PA: Saunders Elsevier;  

2007.  http://0-www.mdconsult.com.lilac.une.edu/das/book/ 
body/117935723-6/0/1492/1060. 
html#4-u1.0-B978-1-4160-2805-5..50304-9--f3.  
Accessed January 26, 2009. 

 

 

 



Notes 
 

• Items are listed numerically in the order they are cited in the text. 

• If you cannot use italics, then use underlining. 

• Authors: use initials of first and second names with no spaces. Include 
up to six authors.  If there are more than six, include the first three,  
followed by et al.  If no author is given, start with the title.  

• Books: include the edition statement (ex: 3
rd

 ed. Or Rev ed.) between 
the title and place if it is not the first edition. 

• Place: use abbreviations of states, not postal codes. 

• Journals: titles are abbreviated as shown in MEDLINE. 

• Web sites: include the name of the web page, the name of the entire web 
site, the full date of the page (if available), and the date you looked at it. 

• For documents and situations not listed here, see the printed version of 
the AMA style manual. 

• When referring to a previous work use past tense or past-perfect tense. 
(e.g. Marshall stipulated . . . .   OR      The work of Elmford and Miller has 
demonstrated . . . . ). 

• To make Superscript numbers in Word 2003, highlight the number to be 
made into superscript, click “format,” then “font” then “superscript” under 
“effects.” In Word 2007, highlight the number, then click the superscript icon 
in the Font box that looks like this: x
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and click it when done to return to 

regular script. 
 

 
 

 
Sources 
 
American Medical Association.  AMA Manual of Style.  10

th
 ed.  New York, NY: 

Oxford U. Press, 2007. 
 

See Excerpts from the AMA Manual of Style (in pdf format): 
http://www.us.oup.com/us/companion.websites/9780195176339/excerpts
/?view=usa 

 
Delaney R.  AMA style.  B. Davis Schwartz Memorial Library Web site. 
http://www.liunet.edu/cwis/cwp/library/workshop/citama.htm. 
Accessed April 13, 2000. 
 
Royal Windsor Society for Nursing Research. The AMA style. The Royal 
Windsor Society Web site. http://www.windsor.igs.net/~nhodgins/ama_style.html.  
Accessed April 13, 2000. 
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