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Definitions

• Working poor is a term used to describe 
individuals and families who maintain 
regular employment but remain in 
relative poverty due to low levels of pay 
and dependent expenses.*and dependent expenses.*

• Workers earning inadequate income as 
judged by government-established 
standards of poverty.**

*Wikipedia

**The Foundation for American Communities



Some Stats

• Maine’s estimated individual poverty rate in 2008 was 
12.6% compared to the estimated 13.1% for the 
national rate.

• There are continued marked regional differences in the 
poverty rates with Washington (20%) ranked highest 
followed by Somerset(18.7%) and Franklin(17.5%).  
The lowest poverty rates were in York(9.4%) and 
followed by Somerset(18.7%) and Franklin(17.5%).  
The lowest poverty rates were in York(9.4%) and 
Sagadahoc(9.8%)

• 2008 estimations of highest proportion of working age 
population are in Franklin(66.1%), Penobscot(65%), 
and Cumberland(64.6%)

• Three of the state’s four counties with the highest % of 
elders, Washington(18.6%), Aroostook(18%), and 
Piscataquis(17.6%) are among the poorest. 

















Discussion/Conclusions

• How does this effect the workforce?

• Maine’s business climate?

• The small and large scales of economy?

• Possible solutions?  What already exists?
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�� Poverty in Maine 2010 document and Poverty in Maine 2010 document and 
information can be found at information can be found at 
www.mainecommunityaction.org/ or at www.mainecommunityaction.org/ or at 
http://www.umaine.edu/mscs/http://www.umaine.edu/mscs/


