27th Annual Geriatrics Conference Speaker Bios:
Bob Abel
Bob has more than 30 years experience as nurse leader in home health, palliative care and hospice including the development and implementation of specialty programs to address the needs of patients-families experiencing life limiting illnesses across the life span.  He is a graduate of the University of Massachusetts-Boston, School of Nursing and a Masters in Nursing candidate at Western Governors University.  He is a Certified Hospice and Palliative Nurse, HPNA Approved Educator, a certified trainer for the EPEC Project (Education in Palliative and End-of-life Care) at Northwestern University-Feinburg School of Medicine; and certified in case management through both the National Academy of Certified Case Managers and the Commission for Case Manager Certification.

Catherine Cobb 

Ms. Cobb is on the Board of Wellness Connection of Maine, which operates 4 of Maine's medical marijuana dispensaries. Before joining Wellness Connection, Ms. Cobb was the Director of Licensing and Regulatory Services for the Maine DHHS, and was responsible for developing Maine's Medical Use of Marijuana Program. Her career was spent overseeing the quality of care for Maine citizens who needed health or long term care services. Her position with Wellness Connection allows her to help educate the public and the health care community about the medical uses for cannabis therapy and improving quality of life. She is also an outreach consultant to Wellness Connection of Maine.

Janice Cundey

Janice is a Registered Nurse who is currently serving as a Parish, or Faith Community Nurse at the First Baptist Church in New London, NH. She has recently completed one course of Clinical Pastoral Education (CPE) at Dartmouth Hitchcock Medical Center in Lebanon, NH.
Shannon Doonan
Shannon Doonan is a graduate of the University of Southern Maine with a BS in Therapeutic Recreation. She received her CTRS certification in 2008 and shortly began working at Durgin Pines in Kittery Maine. She has been employed in the activities department at Durgin Pines for 9 years and is currently the Director of Activities. Some of her current involvements at the home are the Music and Memory program, falls committee, Abaqis quality assurance, and a walking program to maintain residents’ current level of function. Shannon recently received the 2016 Celebrating Excellence in Care Giving Award from the Maine Health Care Association.

She received the Music and Memory certification in April 2016 and was part of the Music and Memory study in the state of Maine this past year. The study was a half-year study using individualized iPods for residents having a medical diagnosis of dementia and/or Alzheimer’s disease. She tracked items on the MDS including pain, behaviors, cognition, ADL’s, and depression.  
Charles Dwyer

Charles Dwyer is a Program Officer at the Maine Health Access Foundation where he oversees the MeHAF Healthy Community Grants and the Advancing Rural Health Program. He currently sits on the Maine Community Foundation’s Health Equity Grants Committee.  He spent 16 years in public service at the Maine Center for Disease Control, most recently as a District Public Health Liaison and Director of the Office of Rural Health and Primary Care.   Charles is an active member of the Maine Public Health Association, the New England Rural Health Roundtable and the National Rural Health Association. He is proud to be a former AmeriCorps National Service Volunteer.  A lifelong resident of Maine, Charles earned his bachelor’s degree from the University of Southern Maine’s, School of Social Work. He lives in Belmont, Maine.

Elizabeth Eckstrom
Elizabeth Eckstrom, MD, MPH, is Associate Professor and Director of Geriatrics in the Division of General Internal Medicine & Geriatrics at Oregon Health & Science University (OHSU). She leads the geriatrics practice within the OHSU Internal Medicine Clinic, championing geriatric best practices in the vibrant combined Division, and teaches students, residents and geriatric fellows. She is part of the OHSU Interprofessional Initiative, developing evaluation tools and leading interprofessional faculty development. Her research focuses on promoting a healthy lifestyle in older adults, with an emphasis on tai chi for falls prevention. She also conducts studies to enhance interprofessional teamwork in falls prevention and has developed and tested electronic health record tools to facilitate uptake of evidence-based practices. She co-directs OHSU’s Healthy Aging Alliance.

Eileen Fingerman 
Eileen Fingerman, MD is a Faculty Physician and Geriatrician at Maine-Dartmouth Family Medicine Residency in Augusta, Maine. She graduated from the University of Massachusetts Medical School in Worcester, Massachusetts and completed her Fellowship in Geriatrics at the Maine-Dartmouth Family Medicine Residency where she is now employed. She is a Clinical Assistant Professor at Geisel School of Medicine at Dartmouth College and The University of New England. She is a Certified Medical Director and Diplomat American Board of Family Practice.  She holds a Certificate of Added Qualifications in Geriatrics from the American Board of Family Medicine. Dr. Fingerman is also interested in women’s health, geriatrics, addiction medicine, alternative and complementary medicine, family therapy, hypnosis and nutritional counseling.
Bradley Fisher
Bradley Fisher, Ph.D. is a Professor Emeritus of Gerontology and Psychology and the past Coordinator of the Gerontology Program at Missouri State University.  He has served on a number of community boards and task forces concerned with the needs of older adults.  He has several publications addressing a wide variety of topics including positive aging, the effects of stereotyping on views of older adults, the self and self-concept in later life, and pedagogical strategies for success in the classroom.  He is a fellow of the Association for Gerontology in Higher Education (AGHE) and served on the AGHE Academic Program Development Committee, and Co-Chaired the Program of Merit Committee for AGHE which oversees the certification of gerontology programs in higher education both within and outside the United States.     

Terry Fuller

Terry Fuller graduated from Jeanne Mance School of Nursing in Burlington Vermont in 1970. She worked on medical surgical units at the University of Vermont Medical center and in obstetrics. She also worked in several geriatric settings until 1987 and with a local VNA office. For the next 27 years she was at Dartmouth Hitchcock hospital in the Office of Care Management where she held several roles including discharge planning on the inpatient units, nursing home liason, and then outpatient care manager. During this time she received a Master in Health Education degree.

For the past 2 years she has worked as the Lebanon New Hampshire community nurse, a new position. In 2014-2015 she took a 6 month Clinical Pastoral Education course at Dartmouth Hitchcock hospital.
Amy Gallant
Amy is the Associate Director for Advocacy and Community Outreach for AARP Maine, responsible for legislative advocacy and community engagement. Prior to AARP, Amy was the Advocacy Coordinator for Preble Street, advocating on issues of hunger, homelessness and poverty. She is a Commissioner on the Permanent Commission on the Status of Women in Maine. Amy has a Bachelor’s degree in Politics from Saint Anselm College and a Masters degree in Global Affairs from New York University.

Elizabeth Gattine
Elizabeth Gattine is a Senior Policy Associate in the Disability and Aging area at the Muskie School of Public Service. The Muskie School is part of the Cutler Institute for Health and Social Policy at the University of Southern Maine. Prior to joining the Muskie School, Elizabeth spent almost 20 years in state government, all of them in the aging and disability services area. Elizabeth worked as the State’s Legal Services Developer, a position that is required under the Older Americans Act to help ensure adequate access to legal and advocacy services for elders. She also served as the program manager directing Maine’s long term services and supports system serving elders and adults with physical disabilities. She is a graduate of Dartmouth College and received her law degree from Columbia University School of Law in New York City.  

Marilyn Gugliucci

Dr. Marilyn R. Gugliucci is the Director for Geriatrics Education and Research at the University of New England College of Osteopathic Medicine (UNECOM), and Director of U-ExCEL (UNE~Exercise and Conditioning for Easier Living) Fitness/Wellness Program for older adults. 

Her Learning by Living Research Project, a UNECOM signature program, “admits” medical students into nursing homes to live the life of an elder resident for 2-weeks. She also conducts research on older adult function, falls, and proprioception. 

She serves on a number national executive boards for organizations focused on aging and is the Immediate past chair for the Gerontological Society of America Health Sciences Section (1730 members). 

In Maine, She is currently the Past-President of the Maine Gerontological Society, and on the Board of Directors for the  Maine Council on Aging, the newly formed SAGE Maine for GLBT older adults, and serves on the Hospice of Southern ME Ethics Committee, among others. Dr. Gugliucci also served on the board for Maine Legal Services for the Elderly from 2000-12.

Dr. Gugliucci was awarded the 2013 Innovations in Clinical Medicine Education Award for her Learning by Living Project, the 2012 Association for Gerontology in Higher Education Hiram Friedsam Mentorship Award for her excellence in mentoring students, faculty, and administrators in the field of aging; and the 2012 Harvard Pilgrim Health Care and MaineToday Media, Inc. Healthcare Hero Award for her excellence, dedication, innovation, compassion and exemplary achievements as a Health Care Educator in Maine.

Laurie Harding

Laurie Harding, MS RN holds a masters degree from Boston University in community health nursing. She is the Co-Director of the Upper Valley Community Nursing Project and works closely with local aging in community initiatives.  She has extensive direct care/care management experience and administrative home care experience, which she obtained through her work with an area Visiting Nurse and Hospice organization.  Her teaching experience involves patients/clients, nursing students and staff (non-medical and medical) with whom she has worked.  She currently provides consultative services for  a small non-medical home care agency that offers personal care services to frail elders.  Laurie recently completed ten years of service in the New Hampshire legislature where her committee work focused on health care policy.

Nathan Harmon
Dr. Nathan R. Harmon received his osteopathic degree from the University of New England College of Osteopathic Medicine. He completed residency in Family Medicine at Maine-Dartmouth in Augusta, Maine, followed by a fellowship in Geriatrics.  After working as a primary care physician, hospitalist, ER physician and Post-Acute Care and Long Term Care medical director, he completed a fellowship in Hospice and Palliative Care Medicine at Maine Medical Center. Dr. Harmon now serves as the director of inpatient geriatrics at MaineGeneral Medical Center in Augusta, Maine.
Sarah Harvey
Sarah Harvey, MSW, is the Community Dementia Care Program Supervisor at the Southern Maine Agency on Aging where she is developing a program to serve the needs of people with dementia living alone through a 3-year grant from the Administration for Community Living. She is also an adjunct instructor at the University of Maine School of Social Work teaching Social Welfare Policy & Issues. Sarah previously worked as a Research Assistant at the University of Maine Center on Aging on a National Institutes of Health grant testing the efficacy of a falls prevention program for older adults with vision impairment. Additionally, she served as the Program Coordinator for Encore Leadership Corps, a program providing training and support to older adults who perform volunteer leadership roles in their communities. Sarah started her career as a nutrition educator and worked in the areas of health education and promotion, and health policy. She completed her Master of Social Work and Interprofessional Graduate Certificate in Gerontology at the University of Maine. She earned her Bachelor of Arts from Vermont College in Montpelier, VT. Sarah is co-author of a chapter in the book Aging in Rural Places (Hash, Jurkowski, & Krout, Eds., 2014). She was the 2015-2016 Graduate Fellow for the Maine chapter of the Scholars Strategy Network, a national consortium connecting scholars and their research with policymakers and the media. 

Angie Hunt

Angela Hunt, RPT, MS, Administrator – The Cedars Chief Operating Officer: Totaling 38 years in the healthcare field with 16 years at The Cedars specializing in short stay rehabilitation and long-term. She has held numerous posts at The Cedars and received her multi-level administrator license in 2008.  Currently she serves as the Chief Operating Officer. Angela graduated with a B.S. in Physical Therapy and a Masters in Applied Anatomy and Physiology from Boston University. She has researched and authored a handful of articles addressing the effects of exercise in seniors with chronic obstructive pulmonary disease.  She has received awards for her work most notably: Maine and New Hampshire Leading Age “Excellence in Leadership” award in 2015 and State of Maine Occupational Therapy “Advocacy” award in 2012.  In her leadership position at The Cedars, Angela has focused on culture change and person-centered care. She created The Cedars Salon and Day Spa, a person centered therapeutic program that won the Leading Age “Innovation of the year” award for Maine and New Hampshire in 2009. Angela was also instrumental in creating Living Well with Dementia, a community based outpatient wellness program for participants with memory impairment.  Angela is an active member of the Maine Partnership to Improve Dementia Care in the State of Maine. 

Lenard Kaye

Dr. Lenard W. Kaye is Professor of Social Work at the University of Maine School of Social Work and Director of the UMaine Center on Aging. During the 2014-2015 academic year he was honored with the University of Maine Trustee Professorship.

A prolific writer in the field of health care and aging, he has published more than 150 journal articles and book chapters and 14 books on specialized topics in aging including home health care, productive aging, rural practice, family caregiving, controversial issues in aging, support groups for older women, and congregate housing. His pioneering research and writing on older men’s caregiving experiences and help-seeking behaviors, is widely recognized and frequently cited. His most recent co-authored book is A Man’s Guide to Healthy Aging: Stay Smart, Strong, and Active, John’s Hopkins University Press (2013).

Dr. Kaye is the director of the Encore Leadership Corps (ENCorps), Maine’s statewide, older adult volunteer service and community revitalization program, Co-Director of Evaluation of the Penquis Regional Linking Project, a federally-funded regional partnership grant working to build a trauma-informed system-of-care network for families affected by substance abuse in Penobscot and Piscataquis Counties and Co-Principal Investigator of the NIH-funded research project: Balancing Act: Impact on Falls in Older Adults with Vision Impairment
Dr. Kaye is also the lead organizer of the International Symposium on Safe Medicine, and a founding board member of the International Institute for Pharmaceutical Safety. He has managed a series of John Hartford Foundation-funded gerontological social work education programs at the University of Maine.   

Dr. Kaye, the 2010 recipient of the Career Achievement Award of the Association for Gerontology Education in Social Work (AGESW), he has served on the National Advisory Committee for Rural Health and Human Services of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Service as well as the advisory boards of a wide range of national and local health and human service programs serving older adults. He is a National Research Mentor for the Hartford Geriatric Social Work Scholars Program, a Research Scientist at Eastern Maine Medical Center, and Past President of both the Maine and New York State Gerontological Societies. He is the Past Chair of the National Association of Social Worker's Section on Aging, sits on the editorial boards of the Journal of Gerontological Social Work and Geriatric Care Management Journal, and is a Fellow of the Gerontological Society of America.

Dee Kerry

Dee A. Kerry serves as the Project Director for the Maine Suicide Prevention Training Initiative, a collaborative effort of the Maine Medical Association and NAMI Maine. In this capacity, Dee is working to increase outreach to primary care organizations to increase the number of trained clinicians in Maine and serves on the Statewide Maine Suicide Prevention Advisory Council. Dee assists NAMI in providing on-site assessments, implementing protocols to improve assessment and treatment, providing medical education credit for participants and assuring that medical practices are providing best-practices services to reduce suicide among youth and the highest risk categories of Maine people. 

Dee also holds the role of Executive Director for the Maine Chapter of the American Academy of Pediatrics. The Maine AAP is a membership organization of 230 pediatricians and subspecialists who are dedicated to fulfilling the Chapter’s mission to "improve the lives of children and adolescents in Maine". Dee’s role is to provide organizational leadership, advocacy around issues involving children and pediatricians, to organize statewide educational programs in collaboration with other key stakeholders and represent the Chapter in Maine and at the National level. 

Dee sits on the Alumni Board of the Hanley Leadership Development Program, the Advisory Council of the Breathe Easy Coalition and the Let’s Go for ID/DD Population Council and is active on numerous statewide advisory committees to improve the health and well-being of all people in Maine. 

Frank Macht
Rev. Frank Mächt, Director of Chaplaincy, joined Dartmouth-Hitchcock Medical Center in 2011. He is an ordained pastor in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America and an ACPE-certified Clinical Pastoral Education Supervisor. He studied theology at the universities of Frankfurt and Münster before graduating with a M.Div. and M.A. from Pacific School of Religion in Berkeley, CA. Subsequently he pursued clinical training at Stanford University, Palo Alto, CA, Presbyterian Hospital in Albuquerque, NM, and at Emory University in Atlanta, GA, where he specialized in workplace chaplaincy. Frank has a particular interest in cross-cultural learning and ministry. He served as pastor of a multi-cultural congregation in Nome, AK and in the spiritual care department of a faith-based hospital in Anchorage, before joining DHMC. In the past two years, Frank has greatly enjoyed the co-facilitation of reflection rounds and role plays with 3rd year medical students during their surgery and medical clerkships.

Greg Marley

Greg Marley is the Clinical Director of NAMI Maine. He has practiced in the field of community mental health and prevention in Maine for over 25 years. Since 2007, Greg has developed and presented training and education supporting the needs of a diverse set of partners in suicide prevention and systems integration of prevention activities. He comes to this work from a background in crisis and emergency services, clinical treatment, substance abuse prevention, and program management. In the aftermath of a suicide, he has provided debriefing, guidance and support to organizations and people in grief. Greg has presented across Maine and New England to a variety of audiences in suicide prevention, substance abuse prevention, mental health and other topics. Greg lives in Rockland with his family and spends considerable time messing about with wild and medicinal mushrooms as an author, teacher and forager.

Jess Maurer
Jess Maurer is the Executive Director of the Maine Association of Area Agencies on Aging.  She advocates for the health and economic security of older adults at the national, state and local levels on behalf of Maine’s five Area Agencies on Aging.  She also assists the area agencies in strategic planning, program development and implementation.  She provides leadership within Maine’s aging network, including on the Maine Council on Aging, to advance public policy initiatives that support Maine’s aging population.  She is the co-author of a report entitled Building a Collaborative Community Response to Aging in Place and Maine’s Blueprint for Action on Aging.  She leads the Maine Aging Initiative and the Tri-State Learning Collaborative on Aging and annually organizes statewide and regional events that advance aging policy.

A licensed Maine attorney, Jess worked for nearly 17 years in the Maine Office of the Attorney General.  In her last 7 years in the Office, she served as a Special Assistant Attorney General, implementing public policy and legislative initiatives for the Attorney General.  She is a graduate of the University of Maine School of Law and the University of Massachusetts at Amherst.  

Mia Millefoglie
Mia Millefoglie, MA, is Vice President, Development and Marketing for MaineHealth Care At Home and is responsible for the Agency’s strategic marketing initiatives, grant writing, grant management and development.  Through her leadership and proposal writing efforts, she has secured over $500,000 for telehealth related projects and has authored several articles on project findings.  Prior to her employment at MaineHealth Care At Home, Mia worked as a consultant and led several statewide collaborative projects with the State of Maine and Southern Maine Agency on Aging.  Ms. Millefoglie is a member of the MaineHealth Telemedicine Workgroup.

When not at work, Mia enjoys creative writing, kayaking, traveling to warm climates, and sharing food and laughter with friends and family in her Kennebunk home.  

Elizabeth Peavey

Elizabeth Peavey is an award-winning writer, performer and educator. Her one-woman show, My Mother’s Clothes Are Not My Mother, has played to sold-out houses since 2011 and received the Maine Literary Award for Best Drama. She is the author of three books, most recently, Glorious Slow Going, a collaboration with renowned landscape painter Marguerite Robichaux. Her popular memoir workshops have been presented by the Maine Writers & Publishers Alliance since the days of quill and parchment. In 2015, through a series of grants, she launched a memoir-writing program for older adults that spanned five groups and culminated in a participants’ reading to a packed house at Portland Public Library’s Rines Auditorium. She developed and offered an online version of the workshop for OLLIE’s Senior College in 2016 and ‘17.

Peavey has served as a lecturer of public speaking at the University of Southern Maine for over 20 years and has taught creative non-fiction at UMF. Her humor column, “Outta My Yard,” can be found at thebollard.com, and she has appeared in Down East magazine since 1993. She currently works with corporate and private speech clients and is a frequent guest lecturer and speaker at schools, libraries and associations across the state. All of which is to say, she’s never been able to hold down a real job.

Linda Samia

	Dr. Linda Samia is an Associate Professor at the University of Southern Maine, teaching in the graduate and undergraduate nursing program. Dr. Samia currently serves as Program Evaluator for the Southern Maine Alzheimer’s Disease Initiative. She was the Principal Investigator for the Maine Savvy Caregiver Project from 2008 – 2014. All projects have been funded by the U.S. Administration for Community Living (formerly the U. S. Administration on Aging). Dr. Samia served as Principal Investigator and Project Director for home care nursing workforce studies in the past. Her clinical background is in home health, community, and hospice nursing. 


Thieme, Victoria S., DO

Victoria S. Thieme, D.O., is a practicing physician who cares for people with chronic and acute pain.  She also teaches geriatrics at UNECOM and is on the BOD at St Andre in Biddeford.  In private practice she cares for patients using cannabis as part of their therapeutic plan.  Presently she is trying to help educate the Maine community caring for our aging population regarding the use of cannabis for similar conditions and in particular for end of life care. Over the last year she has begun to engage with UNE students develop their involvement and skills in clinical research.  Her intention is to positively effect humanity while expanding her own knowledge and skills.  She has no financial interest in any of this research.  She will oversee the students in both the development and implementation of the data gathering. 
Ellen Thompson

Ellen has been a nurse for over 40 years.  Most of her career at Dartmouth Hitchcock in direct patient care, education and administration.  Currently, she is the Lyme Parish Nurse serving members of the Lyme Congregational Church and the Lyme Community.

Liz Weaver

	Liz Weaver, MS, LSW is the Project Manager for the Alzheimer’s Disease Initiative (ADI) at Southern 
Maine Agency on Aging (SMAA). One component of this federally-funded initiative is to identify and 
create supportive interventions for people with dementia who are living alone in the community. 
Prior roles include overseeing SMAA’s chronic disease 

self-management programs including A Matter of Balance, Chronic Disease Self-Management, Chronic 
Pain Self-Management and Tai Chi for Health and Falls Prevention. She also served as a hospital liaison 
for the Community Care Transitions Program. In addition to her work at SMAA, Liz has worked for over
thirty years as a social worker, educator, manager and program developer in a variety of aging-related 
settings including community-based health promotion, long term care, adult day services, and the 
Alzheimer’s Association, Maine Chapter. 

Liz earned a BA in Human Development from Colby College and an MS in Adult Education from the 
University of Southern Maine. She is a certified Master Trainer for several evidence-based programs 
and a national Lead Trainer for A Matter of Balance. 


