Juemamt 11, 1979
Framooise, @ dearesat:

That you have doubts about yoursel! is the healthiest thing that
ooaild hapoon.  Ib mrooes thetoyon think, ward 85 learm, and core abost

the world and your place in it. You are 2 wonderful hean being. . and
you should realize that all that amdety you hawe is right, ailly and
vet 8o wery very prodoctive. Brawo, If you dldn't hawe doubts about

yoursalf you wouldn't be noreal... or it would show thak you are too
uwintelligent &0 be sdare of things., Hesvens, Francoise, you are right
oft tarcet. That you had the coarage to 9o off by yourself to Asdn...
ﬂnuﬂmmhmm..mﬂmlﬂamtmmﬂm.@w

that you ame a terribly courseous young porscn.  Make the most of m——

it: spoak up: ask questionz: tell peonlo what vou fasl: ask their ad-
vice: don't look back! think of what vou are learning, frooling and
take it all in. In a few years you will lock back on this emgefiense and
wonder how on oarth you had the courage o do it, foel it digest it...
and amy, Wow, What a wonderful eoeriensoss.

my@‘tmﬂnntit iz alumye cney. Whon I wenk off onthe
trip to do the interview three years aoo T Began to 5ot e sao AFEoEies —
that you are feeling new. B I wan forth voars old. So you think
you shedldn't hawe themer?  Polax. Mo one expests you to, change the
world. .. they only want to contribute to opening your sdod and ideas to
life"s realities in apother part of the world. Yoo haee mch 0 offer
them. Remember in Sri Tanka, they don't have moch information from the
resk of the world. ¥ou are begining them a whole new way'of looking at
and parciering things.

Four days sago the DMrechtor of Poace Oorps and T had an early soaning
meatdng. . Why? Because I had asked to see him; T wanted S0 know how he
{ ey oot on the job and my now boss, Hws | oercieved =y place on his
ton. T was ready o ask him whtethor or not he wanbed ba to stay on
with the Peace Oorps. But, before T ould ask him M9 question, he =aid,
T Bince I'mgong to bo fravelling in Asis for fwo wooks, Perdita, I's
making you the Acting DMrector of Pensce Oorps while I'm gope.™ Yo, he
loft todwy and I'm in charegs of the Ponst Corpd worldwide.  towe,
gea, L had doubted his confidence in me... yet he chose me over all
the othors —— who know more aboot Poace Oorps than T do, by the way — o
mplace him ancd fake chargpe while he's gong...... 1 think that holds a
legacn for hoth of us. Ok dogbts sare often our worst eoemies!



Calture shock, Sure. You SHOULD have it. That's the whole point.

If you didn't have it you wouldn't be romal either. Talk with
!hlinnrdmrhn...ﬂwmﬂushhnh&tmﬂuﬁhﬂtpmplﬂuﬂ
thoy will understand what you are going through. Dpathh wry, the
reason Malin ds ealking about articles, is that he knows that in Sl
Lanka, they will give yon a car an? driver {8 vou mre & foreign jourmalist
and he wanbed you to be able to 9ot aroand, It is no obligation,,
jmit an iden for having soee fun. Pk, in the meantime... 1f you wanbed
to do an article about what you did for the semer... for the Yoear of
the child... and your perceptions of Sri Tannk... do It, send it

and wo =ay b able to place it in a ™ publication... but agin, you
are under no cbligatinn to do 0, By the way, a word on your writing
cmabilities. You DD write wkll, WY boecause You write with feelings
and with no pretentions. And that is wvery precions. Many pecple try
too hard, write esoteric funk and tooch no one's héart or soul or
inpards.  Pelax, do your best, write i€ you want to, don't 4€%ou

don't Mankt to ... Ond |, for heawens sake, DMV yourself. Ioogt ke
everything so SEFICUSLY. I think you get that from me, damn it, and
T hopo you will learn that 4t Lemworthedé-to-torant oneoull a loageur
da journes ok A" anmes.

T don:t know if this ds amy helo to you, but don’t think that you
hae to D0 anvthing, CHMEE amvthing.... just bo yoursel€, lock

arcers] you, cheerve, think, and remesber that this Wiole errer sbentore
ulp&tﬂmmum...mmﬂmmumuﬁﬁm intalldi-
genoe and you will have given those around you the largest gift they
will have recieved in years. For crylng cut loud, Francoise, jsut be
TOU and all will ba well. You are a wonderful bright and courngecus
pernon. What core can you espect of yourself?

Write me, ploase, when you reciewe this lotter.... I vant to know that
vou have o fow less doubts about you "role® thers. Moarsdhile I hoewo
ssnt & tologran b tell you you are A special poracs whos I loss dearly
reqardless of the fact that you happen to bo mr wonderful, beantiful and
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