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University of New England

Commencement Script

Saturday, May 19, 2018
Cross Insurance Arena 
ORDER OF CEREMONY

PROCESSIONAL

9:00 a.m.
Platform party (including trustees, senior administrators, speaker etc.) dons academic garb in the Club Room.

9:40 a.m.
Students in left line will begin to march down the stairs in the main lobby and stop at entry to the floor. Students in right line march from lower level tunnel and stop at entry to the floor. Left and right lines march in together. Faculty will follow and be led by Nancy Rankin. Platform party will march in behind faculty in the order outlined below:



ORDER OF PROCESSIONAL





Bagpipers
Mace Bearer




Marshals




Students






Faculty




President and Platform Party

Curt Smyth
PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT:  

[Just prior to processional starting] 

9:58 a.m. 
Ladies and gentlemen, may I please have your attention.

In compliance with state regulations, we would like to take a moment to review with you some safety information.

Please look around the arena and note the numerous exit signs. Each of these exits may be used in the unlikely event we should need to evacuate the building. Please remember that the entrance you used is just one of several exits for the building.

If an evacuation is required, you will be informed either through this public address system or through the building’s alarm system. Should this occur, we ask that you move calmly to the nearest exit and away from the building.

The Cross Insurance Arena is a non-smoking facility. If you desire to smoke during the ceremony, we must ask that you do so outside.

Should anyone require medical assistance during the ceremony, a First Aid Station is located on the lower level under Section K, across from the restrooms. Any usher or staff person can assist you in finding the location.

We thank you for your attention. Please turn off or silence your cell phone. The ceremony will begin momentarily.”

Smyth
10:00 a.m.


Ladies and gentlemen, please join me in welcoming the class of 2018 as we introduce this year’s commencement processional led by chair of the University of New England faculty assembly, Frank Daly.   

Processional begins – bagpipers, marshals, students come in … 

As the faculty appears, read the following….

Ladies and gentlemen… the faculty of the University of New England…

As the president and platform party appear, read the following…

Ladies and gentlemen… the president of the University of New England and the platform party…

Mace Bearer Frank Daly leads in students, faculty, and platform party. Once Mace Bearer reaches stage area, center, he turns his back to the platform and faces the center aisle while waiting for platform party. Mace Bearer then leads President/platform party to the stage going up the stairs on the right. The platform party will split at the front of the stage, the right line moving right and up the right-hand stairs, the left line moving left and up the left-hand stairs. After the platform party takes its place on stage, all will remain standing. [Names will be on chairs]
Music will stop.
Mace Bearer Frank Daly moves to the base, takes mace and stamps it against the floor three times, places the mace in the base, then goes to the podium and says…

Daly
As Mace Bearer of the University of New England, I declare that we begin the 2018 Commencement.  
Please listen as Caitlyn Allison [Pronounced KATE-lin AL-i-sun], Bachelor of Science Degree Candidate in Dental Hygiene, sings America the Beautiful
 
[Allison sings America the Beautiful.] 
 
Thank you, Caitlyn!
[Pause]
I am now pleased to introduce Dr. David Anderson, Chairman of the University of New England Board of Trustees.


 [Mace Bearer goes to his seat. David Anderson comes to the podium and says]…

Anderson
WELCOME
Everyone, please be seated. 
[Wait for everyone to sit down]

Good morning. On behalf of the University of New England’s Board of Trustees, I welcome you to our 2018 Commencement ceremony, especially those families who have traveled great distances to be here.
I also welcome my fellow trustees joining us on the platform today. Thank you for your service on the UNE board. 
[To the audience]

Please join me in recognizing them.  
[Lead applause]
I would also like to recognize our special guest today, Dr. Catherine A. Sanderson, Manwell Family Professor of Life Sciences at Amherst College.
[Lead applause]

I feel privileged to be able to join you today to honor the University of New England’s 2018 graduates. Over the past several years, it has been my honor to play a role in UNE’s evolution and to help spread the word of its exceptional offerings in the health professions, the sciences, humanities, and a host of other subject areas.   

But the highlight of each academic year is our Commencement ceremony, which brings us together to celebrate our students’ academic achievements.

It is a day of well-deserved pride for our undergraduate and graduate degree recipients, for their families, their friends, and the women and men who have guided them in their studies. 

This year, our Commencement Ceremony is a day of special pride, as well, for our University of New England president, Dr. James D. Herbert. Today’s graduates are the first to complete their studies under President Herbert’s leadership.

It seems hard to believe that it hasn’t quite been a year since President Herbert joined us. He’s taken to the position of UNE president so naturally and with such enthusiasm that he already seems an old-hand at the job. 
Since the day he made the trek up I-95 to Biddeford, he has charmed us all with his boundless energy, sharp wit, and obvious love for UNE. What’s more, he has challenged us all to be as forward-looking as we can be in positioning UNE for success now and for decades to come.
 [Turning to the President] 

James, on behalf of the entire Board of Trustees, the faculty and staff, and most importantly, the students who benefit from your leadership… I thank you. 

[Lead applause]

[Turn back to face the crowd]

Please join me in welcoming the President of the University of New England, Dr. James D. Herbert.
[Lead applause]



[David Anderson returns to seat]
President

OPENING REMARKS
Herbert
Thank you for that lovely introduction, David, and thank you for your tireless service to our Board of Trustees. 
Graduating students and families, members of the faculty and professional staff, trustees and special guests . . . I welcome you to the University of New England’s 2018 Commencement Ceremony.
This week, each of our colleges has recognized its graduating students in its own way, but on this morning we gather as one University to honor all of our newest graduates and to celebrate all they have accomplished. 

Today’s Commencement gathering has an international flair. Many students from our Online College of Graduate and Professional Studies have traveled great distances to be here, and many more are watching on-line at locations around the globe.  

Students, whether you are here in person or watching in your homeland, I hope you are as proud of yourselves as we are of you. This ceremony represents the culmination of your hard work and perseverance. It offers occasion for you to pause and reflect on how far you’ve come and to look forward to the world of opportunities now awaiting you. 

This day is also special for me, as it represents my first Commencement ceremony as president of UNE. I can honestly say that the best part of my job over the past year has been the opportunity to spend time with you, the UNE students. I have come to know many of you personally, and my life has been enriched as a result. Thank you for welcoming me to this amazing Nor’easter community.

The word “Commencement” connotes a beginning, which may seem like a strange name for a ceremony that marks the culmination of your program of study. But in fact, this occasion really is a beginning. It marks an important milestone as the commencement of the next phase of your life. At this pivotal moment, I’m sure you will be getting plenty of advice from family, friends, and others. So I hope you will indulge me to offer a bit of counsel of my own. 

I urge you never to stop learning and growing. Your time at UNE has provided you with the foundational knowledge, and has equipped you with the tools, to continue learning. If there is one thing I hope we have inspired in you, it is a deep passion for life-long learning. We live in a world of rapidly escalating change, and you will need to evolve with that world to stay one step ahead of developments in your field. But even more fundamentally, there is so much to learn about this vast and beautiful world we share, and I promise you that the continuous pursuit of knowledge will enrich your own life journey immeasurably. 

As you learn and grow, embrace the discomfort, fear, and anxiety that come from stepping outside your comfort zone. Engage with people who are different from you, including those with whom you disagree, and do so in a spirit of humility and genuine curiosity. Actively seek out ideas that are unfamiliar. Taste new foods, listen to new music, travel to new places. In short, do not be restrained by fear of the unknown.

Our Commencement speaker and honorary degree recipient today is someone who knows a thing or two about the formula for a life worth living, and I will introduce her shortly. But first, let us acknowledge some of the people who have made your UNE experience possible.

I would like to begin by recognizing the women and men who have been your teachers and mentors. In my first year as a member of this amazing community, I have observed how deeply you connect with these individuals. In the classroom, in the field, the lab, in the clinic, on overseas adventures, in shared community service activities, and elsewhere on and around our campuses, these people have enriched your studies and lives, just as you have enriched theirs. Many of these people are present today. And like me, they are very proud of you. I ask the members of our faculty and professional staff to please stand as you are able so that we may recognize you. 
[Lead applause]

Joining me on this platform are the members of UNE’s Board of Trustees, and the senior administration. These individuals perform countless services to the University, assisting in our decision-making, and keeping the focus, at all times, on how we can best position you, our students, to succeed. I ask our trustees and senior administrators to please stand as they are able and be recognized. 
[Lead applause]

I would also like to acknowledge the special people who began shaping you long before you arrived at UNE. As you know well, the journey that is culminating today would not have been possible without their love and support. Would the graduating students’ parents please stand as they are able? 

[Lead applause] 

And now the students’ grandparents, spouses, partners, other family members and friends, please stand as you are able. 

[Lead applause]  

At this time, I ask all UNE students and guests actively serving in the United States military, and all veterans, to please stand as you are able. 
We thank you for your service to our country.
[Lead applause]

Sadly, not all who began this journey with us have been able to complete it. Let us pause for a moment to remember the classmates, members of the University community, and loved ones we have lost. They will always be part of us. 

[Lower head during pause]

Thank you. 
I would now like to introduce Dr. Joshua Hamilton, Provost and Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs  

[Lead applause]
[Hamilton comes to podium, and Herbert returns to seat]
Hamilton
Thank you, President Herbert. It is now my honor to recognize those undergraduate students who have demonstrated outstanding achievement at the University of New England, as reflected in outstanding final grade point averages.

Undergraduate students who graduate with a GPA between 3.3 and 3.59 are designated cum laude, or with honor. These students wear the silver honors cord today. Will cum laude graduates please stand. 
[Lead applause]

Thank you. 

Undergraduate students graduating with a GPA between 3.6 and 3.79 are designated magna cum laude, or with outstanding honor. These students wear the blue honors cord today. Will magna cum laude graduates please stand. 

[Lead applause]

Thank you. 

Undergraduate students graduating with a GPA of 3.8 and higher are designated summa cum laude, or with highest honor. These students wear the gold honors cord today. Will our summa cum laude graduates please stand. 

[Lead applause]

Thank you. I would now like to introduce Dr. Jeanne Hey, the dean of the College of Arts and Sciences, who will recognize the College of Arts and Sciences Undergraduate Honors Program students.

[Hey comes to podium and Hamilton returns to seat]
Hey
The College of Arts and Sciences’s Honors Program is administered through each department major. Exceptional students earn the Honors designation by excelling in their coursework and completing and defending an honors thesis. This year, the College of Arts and Sciences recognizes three exceptional graduates who have fulfilled the requirements for departmental honors. These students wear the red cords today. Will our College of Arts and Sciences Undergraduate Honors program students please stand?
[Lead applause]
Thank you. [Pause] 

[Hey returns to seat, and Herbert comes to podium]

HONORARY DEGREE PRESENTATION
Herbert
Thank you, Dean Hey.

A doctoral degree is the highest individual recognition bestowed by any institution of higher education.

At the University of New England, our honorary doctoral degrees are awarded to individuals of exemplary personal character who meet the highest standards in their fields. 
The Honorary Doctor of Humane Letters is conferred upon individuals whose personal and professional pursuits lead to the betterment of society.   

Today’s recipient is psychologist, scholar, and educator Catherine A. Sanderson. 

At this time, I invite UNE Trustee Cindy Taylor, and Chair of the Faculty Assembly Frank Daly to escort Dr. Sanderson to the front of the stage for the conferral of the Honorary Doctor of Humane Letters.
[Sanderson rises and stands at seat. Taylor retrieves hood from under her seat, drapes over right arm, and stands.  Stage right mark on floor.

Taylor moves to where Sanderson is standing and escorts her to the front of the stage, to the “X” marked on floor. As Taylor is escorting Sanderson, Daly also rises and moves to the mark on floor, slightly behind Sanderson, stage left. All three remain standing while President Herbert reads:]

Catherine A. Sanderson, as Manwell Family Professor of Life Sciences at Amherst College, you have distinguished yourself as one of the leading scholars in your field.
Your research into the personality and social variables that influence health-related behaviors has received funding from the National Science Foundation and the National Institutes of Health. And your scholarship examining the science of happiness and well-being, the power of emotional intelligence, the mind-body connection, and the psychology of good and evil has enriched our understanding of the human condition.

You have shared your knowledge through dozens of academic journal articles and book chapters, four college textbooks, a high school health textbook, and a popular press book that explains why the quick fixes to common parenting challenges offered by other parenting guides may not result in well-adjusted children.

You have appeared frequently in the national media to share your expertise and wisdom, and you have traveled extensively to speak before both academic and corporate audiences. 

You have even been so kind as to visit UNE’s Center for Global Humanities, here in Portland, where your lecture delighted a big crowd that turned out on a snowy night to learn about the Science of Happiness.

You have received numerous professional acknowledgements including being named among the United States’ 300 most influential college professors by the Princeton Review. 

Catherine A. Sanderson, we honor your longtime dedication to the academy and to the people whose lives have been touched by your wisdom. 
 
Therefore, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Board of Trustees of the University of New England, I do hereby confer upon you the degree of Honorary Doctor of Humane Letters, with all the honors, privileges and responsibilities which here and everywhere pertain to this degree.
 
[Taylor hands hood to Daly and remains in place at line. Daly hoods Sanderson then steps back to line. 
Stage Assistant hands President diploma plaque.
President Herbert hands diploma plaque to Sanderson and photo is taken. Taylor and Daly return to their seats.] 

At this time, it is my pleasure to introduce the University of New England’s newest honorary degree recipient and our 2018 Commencement speaker, Dr. Catherine A. Sanderson. 

[Herbert returns to seat. Sanderson hands Diploma plaque to Stage Assistant and steps to podium.] 
Sanderson 
COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS
[Sanderson comes to podium]

One day when I was in my early 20s, my boyfriend and I had plans to spend a gorgeous fall Saturday taking a hike in a nearby park.  We’d bought some food for a picnic, and were driving on a freeway near downtown Atlanta when all of a sudden his car got a flat tire.  I immediately panicked - remember, this was long before cell phones.  I worried that I’d have to stay alone with the car while he went and got help, that it would be really expensive to have the car towed, and that basically our whole day was now ruined by this car trouble.  

As my boyfriend pulled to the side of the road, I shared my (numerous) concerns.  He looked questioningly at me, and then said, “I’m just going to change the tire – it will take like ten minutes.”  

He got out of the car, and opened the trunk, and pulled out the jack, and the flat tire went off, and the spare tire went on.  And he was right – it took about ten minutes.

This example clearly illustrates the power of perception.  I saw the flat tire as a major problem and was totally freaking out.  He saw it as a minor inconvenience and basically no big deal.  

But this simple anecdote illustrates a really important point:  the way in which we think about the events of our lives has a substantial impact on how we feel.  

Today is a day of celebration for all the graduates and their family and friends.  You all are feeling happy, and proud, and probably at least a little relieved. Maybe tired.

But for some of you, today is a day full of mixed emotions.  Maybe you are worried about the job you are about to start, or the fact that you don’t actually have a job yet.  Maybe you are thinking about how hard it is to say goodbye to the friends you’ve made.  Maybe you are mindful of someone who should be here celebrating with you, but isn’t, and that person’s absence makes today’s celebration bittersweet.

And what I want to share with you today is cutting-edge research in psychology that shows how learning to think about these normal stresses of daily life – graduating, moving, starting a new job - in a new way has real and substantial benefits.  

Here’s a vivid example of how our thoughts about the assorted challenges in our lives really matter.  We’ve all heard about the massive pressure kids experience from taking high stakes standardized tests to measure their achievement.  So on the morning in which my son Robert was going to take this test in 4th or 5th grade, I was worried about how he was feeling.  Robert is pretty shy and quiet – he’s the type of kid who always invited only 2 or 3 friends to his birthday parties – and I naturally assumed that this might be a day of real anxiety for him.  So, at breakfast I talked with him about the importance of staying calm and not worrying too much about the test, and that I knew it was going to be a stressful day.  

And Robert looked up at me and said, “Oh, I love standardized testing day – it’s the best day all year!”  

As you can probably imagine, I was pretty confused by his reaction, so I asked him why.  

And he said “It’s so quiet.  Everyone just sits and fills in the bubbles. No one talks, you don’t have to read aloud, and you don’t have to work with a partner.” 

This anecdote illustrates what considerable scientific research tells us:  how we think about the minor and major stresses of our lives has a substantial impact on how we feel.  People can, and often do, think about standardized testing as stressful and anxiety-provoking.  But for Robert, a clear introvert, the testing provides a very welcome break from the loud chaos of school.  Everyone is quiet, reading and filling in bubbles on Scantron forms.  What’s not to like?  

Most importantly, how we think about daily life events has a substantial impact not just on our psychological well-being, but also on our physical health.  

There’s a wonderful book by Robert Sapolsky, a neuroscientist at Stanford University, called Why Zebras Don’t Get Ulcers. And the main point of this book is that zebras only experience massive physiological arousal – heart racing, rapid breathing, muscle tension and so on – when they are literally about to die – when they are being chased by a lion or a tiger.  

Unfortunately, humans show this type of physiological arousal during all sorts of non-life-threatening stressful events – a job interview, a blind date, being stuck in traffic, too many emails in the in-box.  And, over time, this constant physiological arousal can lead to the development of stress-related illnesses, including headaches, ulcers, and even heart disease.  

But here’s the good news:  we actually have considerable control over how we think about these normal stresses of daily life.  And learning how to think about these events in a new, less stressful, way helps us feel better.

Researchers in one study showed employees at a large financial institution one of two videos.  

· One group of people watched a stress-is-debilitating video; this video described various harmful aspects of stress, including its role in leading to poor performance at work and negative health outcomes.

· The other group watched a stress-is-enhancing video; this video described the benefits of stress for improving creativity, productivity and the immune system.

Then, they followed up with these people a few days later.  As predicted, people who watched the stress-is-enhancing video showed substantial benefits.  They reported better work performance, as well as lower levels of anxiety and depression.  So, learning to think about stress in a new way helped these people perform better at work and lowered their overall levels of distress.   

We can’t control what life throws at us, but we can all practice framing stress in a new way - as beneficial, not harmful.  And this shift has substantial benefits.

Now, so far I’ve talked about relatively minor stresses – having a flat tire, taking a standardized test, managing work pressure.  But adopting a more positive outlook can even help us cope with severely traumatic, even life-threatening experiences.

Here’s a vivid example.  At 3 AM one morning, BJ Miller, a sophomore at Princeton University, was walking back to his dorm after a night of drinking when he made a life-changing decision.  He climbed on top of a small train on the edge of campus, and grabbed the two electric wires; he was severely electrocuted.  A friend who was with him called 911, and BJ was airlifted to a local hospital where doctors managed to save his life, but in the process, he lost both of his legs and one of his arms.  

After several months of surgeries and physical therapy, BJ returned to Princeton.  He changed his major and became premed, graduated, and then attended medical school. Today, BJ is a doctor living and working in San Francisco. 

A couple of years ago he was interviewed by a reporter for the Princeton Alumni Magazine, who asked him the question I imagine all of us would ask him if we had the opportunity to meet him.  “If you could, would you go back in time and undo the night of that accident, which has changed your body and life in so many ways?”  And here is his response:  “No. Too much good stuff has come out of it.  I was not headed towards a career in medicine before the accident, and I don’t think I’d be as good a physician if I hadn’t had that experience.” 

BJ works with amputees and quadriplegics, and reports that when he walks into someone’s hospital room, they know from simply looking at his body that he gets on some level what they have experienced.  And this ability to instantly create empathy lets him be a better physician.  

We don’t want to experience adversity, for ourselves or for our loved ones.  But the reality is that we can’t go through life avoiding all loss.  However, we do have considerable control over how we think about even terrible trauma. Learning how to adopt a positive outlook is therefore an essential part of maintaining happiness, no matter what.

One of my favorite quotes about the value of adversity is from an excellent book – The Losing Season - by Pat Conroy. This book chronicles a year in which a high school basketball team loses and loses, and what this season taught players on that team. Here’s the quote:

“Sports books are always about winning because winning is far more pleasurable and exhilarating to read about than losing. Winning is wonderful in every aspect, but the darker music of loss resonates on deeper, richer planes. Loss is a fiercer, more uncompromising teacher, coldhearted but clear-eyed in its understanding that life is more dilemma than game, and more trial than free pass. My acquaintance with loss has sustained me during the stormy passages of my life when the pink slips came through the door, when the checks bounced at the bank, when I told my small children I was leaving their mother, when the despair caught up with me, when the dreams of suicide began feeling like love songs of release. … Though I learned some things from the games we won that year, I learned much, much more from loss.”

This quote speaks to the true benefit we all can experience from loss, as long as we are able to frame that loss in a positive way.  It is impossible to go through life avoiding all adversity, but we can try to recognize what difficult experiences add to our lives, and not just what they have taken away. And no matter our natural tendency, we can all achieve greater happiness by changing how we think about the minor, and not so minor, events in our lives.  

And if this ability to frame negative experiences in a positive way doesn’t come naturally to you, try to find people in your life who can help you adopt a more positive perspective.  

As I sat in the hot Atlanta sun watching my boyfriend change the flat tire, I said to myself, “I should marry this guy.”  And that boyfriend – he’s now my husband.

Thank you so much, and congratulations to all the graduates!  

Herbert 
[Herbert comes to podium and Sanderson returns to her seat]
Thank you for those inspiring words, Dr. Sanderson.  

At this time, I would like to ask UNE Provost Joshua Hamilton to introduce the presentation of degrees to the candidates. 
[Herbert stands to left of podium]

Hamilton
PRESENTATION OF DEGREE CANDIDATES AND DEGREE CONFERRAL
[Hamilton comes to podium.]

As we begin the introduction of degree candidates and conferral of degrees, we ask that everyone in the audience please holds their applause until we have recognized and awarded all degrees from the respective college. Thank you.
[Hamilton stands right of podium]
College of Arts and Sciences
Hamilton
Dr. Jeanne Hey, Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences, will present the candidates from her college.  
[Hamilton stands right of podium ]
Hey
Will the candidates in the College of Arts and Sciences for the degrees of Bachelor of Arts, Bachelor of Science, Master of Science in Biological Sciences and Master of Science in Marine Sciences, please rise and remain standing.

President Herbert, [Hey turns to him], As Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences, I am privileged to present to you the University of New England College of Arts and Sciences undergraduate and master’s degree candidates for the year 2018. 

These scholars assembled here, have qualified in all respects for degrees, by completing the curricula offered by the University of New England. The faculty and Board of Trustees have recommended that they be awarded their degrees in recognition of their accomplishments.

[Hey moves next to Hamilton]
[Herbert goes to Podium]  
Herbert

CONFERS DEGREES
By virtue of the authority vested in me by the Board of Trustees of the University of New England, and by vote of the faculty, I do hereby confer upon you the appropriate master’s or bachelor’s degree with all the rights, privileges and responsibilities, appertaining thereto.


Welcome, graduates, to the fellowship of educated men and women.




You may now be seated.

[Hey returns to seat]

[Herbert stands left of podium]

Westbrook College of Health Professions
Hamilton
Dr. Karen Pardue, Interim Dean of the Westbrook College of Health Professions will present the candidates from her college.  

[Hamilton stands right of podium ]

Pardue
“Will the candidates for the degrees of Bachelor of Science, Master of Science in Nurse Anesthesia, Master of Science in Occupational Therapy, Master of Science in Physician Assistant, Master of Social Work and Doctor of Physical Therapy, please rise and remain standing.

President Herbert, [Pardue turns to him], As Interim Dean of the Westbrook College of Health Professions, I am privileged to present to you the University of New England Westbrook College of Health Professions undergraduate, master’s and doctoral degree candidates for the year 2018. 

These scholars assembled here, have qualified in all respects for degrees, by completing the curricula offered by the University of New England. The faculty and Board of Trustees have recommended that they be awarded their degrees in recognition of their accomplishments.
[Pardue moves next to Hamilton]

[Herbert goes to Podium]
Herbert

CONFERS DEGREES
By virtue of the authority vested in me by the Board of Trustees of the University of New England, and by vote of the faculty, I do hereby confer upon you the appropriate doctoral, master’s or bachelor’s degree with all the rights, privileges and responsibilities, appertaining thereto.
Welcome, graduates, to the community of learned men and women.



You may now be seated.

[Pardue returns to seat]
[Herbert stands left of podium]
College of Graduate and Professional Studies
Hamilton
Dr. Martha Kirkendall Wilson, Dean of the College of Graduate and Professional Studies will present the candidates from her college.  

[Hamilton stands right of podium ]

Wilson
“Will the candidates for the degrees of Master of Science in Applied Nutrition, Master of Science in Education, Master of Science in Health Informatics, Master of Science in Medical Education Leadership, Master of Public Health, Master of Social Work, Certificate of Advanced Graduate Study and Doctor of Education, please rise and remain standing.
President Herbert, [Wilson turns to him], As Dean of the College of Graduate and Professional Studies, I am privileged to present to you the University of New England College of Graduate and Professional Studies master’s, certificate of advanced graduate study, and doctoral degree candidates for the year 2018. 

These scholars assembled here, have qualified in all respects for degrees, by completing the curricula offered by the University of New England. The faculty and Board of Trustees have recommended that they be awarded their degrees in recognition of their accomplishments.
[Wilson moves next to Hamilton]

[Herbert goes to Podium]
Herbert

CONFERS DEGREES
By virtue of the authority vested in me by the Board of Trustees of the University of New England, and by vote of the faculty, I do hereby confer upon you the appropriate doctoral, certificate of advanced graduate study or master’s degree with all the rights, privileges and responsibilities, appertaining thereto.
Welcome, graduates, to the community of learned men and women.



You may now be seated.

[Wilson returns to seat]

[Herbert stands left of podium]
College of Dental Medicine

[Hamilton to announce]

Hamilton
Dr. Jon Ryder, Dean of the College of Dental Medicine will present the candidates from his college.  

[Hamilton stands right of podium ]

Ryder
“Will the candidates for the degree of Doctor of Dental Medicine please rise and remain standing.
President Herbert, [Ryder turns to him], As Dean of the College of Dental Medicine, I am privileged to present to you the University of New England College of Dental Medicine doctoral degree candidates for the year 2018. 

These scholars assembled here, have qualified in all respects for degrees, by completing the curricula offered by the University of New England. The faculty and Board of Trustees have recommended that they be awarded their degrees in recognition of their accomplishments.
[Ryder moves next to Hamilton]

[Herbert goes to Podium]
Herbert

CONFERS DEGREES
By virtue of the authority vested in me by the Board of Trustees of the University of New England, and by vote of the faculty, I do hereby confer upon you, your degree with all the rights, privileges and responsibilities, appertaining thereto.
Welcome, graduates, to the community of learned men and women.



You may now be seated.

[Ryder returns to seat]

[Herbert stands at left of podium]

College of Pharmacy
Hamilton
Dr. Karen Houseknecht, Interim Dean of the College of Pharmacy will present the candidates from her college.  

[Hamilton stands right of podium ]

Houseknecht “Will the candidates for the degree of Doctor of Pharmacy please rise and remain standing.”
President Herbert, [Houseknecht turns to him], As interim dean of the College of Pharmacy, I am privileged to present to you the University of New England College of Pharmacy doctoral degree candidates for the year 2018. 

These scholars assembled here, have qualified in all respects for degrees, by completing the curricula offered by the University of New England. The faculty and Board of Trustees have recommended that they be awarded their degrees in recognition of their accomplishments.
[Houseknect moves next to Hamilton]

[Herbert goes to Podium]
Herbert

CONFERS DEGREES
By virtue of the authority vested in me by the Board of Trustees of the University of New England, and by vote of the faculty, I do hereby confer upon you, your degree with all the rights, privileges and responsibilities, appertaining thereto.
Welcome, graduates, to the community of learned men and women.



You may now be seated.

[Houseknecht returns to seat]

[Herbert stands to left of podium]
College of Osteopathic Medicine

Hamilton
Dr. Jane Carreiro, Dean of the College of Osteopathic Medicine will present the candidates from her college.  

[Hamilton stands right of podium]

Carreiro
“Will the candidates for the degree of Doctor of Osteopathic Medicine please rise and remain standing.”
President Herbert, [Carreiro turns to him], As Dean of the College Osteopathic Medicine, I am privileged to present to you the University of New England College of Osteopathic Medicine doctoral degree candidates for the year 2018. 

These scholars assembled here, have qualified in all respects for degrees, by completing the curricula offered by the University of New England. The faculty and Board of Trustees have recommended that they be awarded their degrees in recognition of their accomplishments.
[Carrerio moves next to Hamilton]

[Herbert goes to Podium]
Herbert

CONFERS DEGREES
By virtue of the authority vested in me by the Board of Trustees of the University of New England, and by vote of the faculty, I do hereby confer upon you, your degree with all the rights, privileges and responsibilities, appertaining thereto.
Welcome, graduates, to the community of learned men and women.



You may now be seated.

[Carreiro and Hamilton return to seat]

Herbert
Congratulations to all University of New England 2018 graduates! 
[lead applause]
ALUMNI REMARKS
Herbert
I would now like to present to the Class of 2018 the President of the University of New England-Saint Francis College Alumni Council, Gregory Paulhus [Pronounced GREG-or-y PAUL-us]

[Herbert stands to the left of the podium. Paulhus comes to podium.]
Paulhus
Good morning and congratulations!  As President of the UNE-St. Francis College Alumni Council, and on behalf of all 25,000 Westbrook, St. Francis, and UNE alumni, I am delighted and proud to welcome you all to the UNE alumni family. Graduation may feel like you are leaving behind a close knit community of friends and classmates you have developed over the last several years, but in truth, you are beginning a new phase in your relationship with UNE. From the minute you stepped on campus, you have been part of something bigger - this expansive, thriving UNE alumni community that is in every state and across the globe. Go out and do amazing things, keep in touch, and know you’ve got a cheering section that’s growing bigger every year.

And to make your entrance into the UNE alumni family official, I will now ask that you join me in the turning of your tassles!

[Paulhus leads graduates in turning their tassels, from right to left.]




[Paulhus returns to seat.]
Herbert
“Thank you very much, Gregg.
I now declare this 183rd Commencement ceremony of the University of New England to be officially adjourned.  As the academic procession begins, I ask the audience and our graduates to please remain standing until all members of the platform party and faculty have left the area.
Congratulations again, and thank you all for joining us on this most memorable day. 
Waits for the Mace Bearer to proceed to the front of the platform. Mace Bearer lifts mace and begins recessional.
Brass quintet begins to play.
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