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ABOUT THE UNIVERSITY OF NEW ENGLAND

The University of New England is Maine’s largest private university, featuring two distinctive campuses in 

Maine, a vibrant campus in Tangier, Morocco, and an array of innovative offerings online. Our hands-on, 

experiential approach empowers students to join the next generation of leaders in their chosen fields. We are 

home to Maine’s only medical and dental colleges, a variety of other interprofessionally aligned health care 

programs, and nationally recognized degree paths in the marine sciences, the natural and social sciences, 

business, the humanities, and the arts. 

UNE. Innovation for a Healthier Planet. Visit www.une.edu

THE DENTIST’S PLEDGE 

I, (Dental Student’s Name), as a member of the dental profession, shall keep this pledge and these stipulations. 

I understand and accept that my primary responsibility is to my patients, and I shall dedicate myself to render, 

to the best of my ability, the highest standard of oral health care and to maintain a relationship of respect and 

confidence. 

Therefore, let all come to me safe in the knowledge that their total health and well-being are my first 

consideration. 

I shall accept the responsibility that, as a professional, my competence rests on continuing the attainment of 

knowledge and skill in the arts and sciences of dentistry. 

I acknowledge my obligation to support and sustain the honor and integrity of the profession and to conduct 

myself in all endeavors such that I shall merit the respect of patients, colleagues, and my community. I further 

commit myself to the betterment of my community for the benefit of all of society. 

I shall faithfully observe the Principles of Ethics and Code of Professional Conduct set forth by the profession. 

All this I pledge with pride in my commitment to the profession and the public it serves.

COLLEGE OF DENTAL MEDICINE

MISSION STATEMENT

The mission of the UNE College of Dental Medicine is to improve the health of Northern New England as 

well as rural and underserved areas while shaping the future of dentistry through excellence in education, 

discovery, and service.

CORE VALUES 

 Excellence 

 Professionalism 

 Patient-Centered Care 

 Social Responsibility 

 Diversity 

 Scholarship 

 Leadership 

VISION 

The College of Dental Medicine will: 

 Be a premier institution in the United States for educating dental professionals who will fulfill their  

obligations to improve the oral health, overall health, and quality of life of people in their communities with 

integrity, compassion, and respect. 

 Provide outstanding didactic and clinical education in a humanistic environment that embraces scientific  

and technological advances and supports patient-centered, evidence-based, comprehensive oral health 

care in a group practice model. 

 Cultivate and support the richness of diversity in the development of professionalism, ethical behavior, 

communication, and leadership by encouraging and supporting diversity of faculty, students, and staff. 

 Develop dental professionals who are leaders of their own oral health care teams and partners in the  

interprofessional health care delivery systems of the future. 

 Educate dental professionals to understand and apply relevant clinical practices to the connections 

between oral health and overall health. 

 Advance its commitment to community health and service of underserved populations. 

 Promote scholarship, innovation, and lifelong learning for faculty, staff, and students.



THE HOOD

The hood seems to have had a somewhat practical origin. Medieval monks used their hood for two purposes: 

to protect their shaved heads in the winter and as a container in which to collect alms.

Today the hood serves as the most symbolic part of the academic regalia by which the observer can ascertain 

the wearer’s level and kind of degree. The bachelor’s hood is the smallest, being three feet long. The velvet 

trim along the edges, indicating the nature of the degree, is two inches wide. The master’s hood is six inches 

longer and bears a three-inch velvet trim.

The doctoral hood presented today is a full four feet long and exhibits a five-inch, lilac trim indicating the 

Doctor of Dental Medicine degree.

The colorful interior of the hood, visible from behind, indicates by hue the degree-granting institution. The 

University of New England’s colors are blue and grey.

THE CORDS AND STOLES

The cord in graduation ceremonies is used to signify a special designation or membership in an honor society. 

The origin of the cord is from the Catholic and Anglican churches, where cords were used to distinguish 

between the varying levels of clergy members. The orange and blue cords signify UNE Interprofessional 

Honors Distinction. The stole featuring navy blue with lilac trim and the gold insignia of OKU represents 

membership in the Omicron Kappa Upsilon National Dental Honor Society. 

THE POMP BEHIND THE CIRCUMSTANCE  
Academic Regalia

THE GOWN

The history of the academic gown goes back to the 12th century. During this period, everyone — both men 

and women, royalty, lay folk, clerics, tradesmen, students — wore long flowing robes. The apparel varied in 

elegance according to the rank and wealth of the owner, from simple rough worsteds to rich gold brocades 

wrought with tassels and trimmed with colorful velvet and rich furs. It was in this period that the first 

organized bodies of learning were formed. From the gowns worn in the “universities” of the period have 

evolved the academic costumes of today.

The bachelor’s gown is a simple design falling straight from a rather elaborate yoke with long pointed sleeves. 

The gown worn by a master has long, closed, somewhat fuller sleeves, which reach nearly to the wearer’s 

knees. The arms go through slits at the elbow, giving the appearance of short sleeves. The doctoral gown is cut 

much fuller and has large bell-shaped sleeves. The gowns are usually, but not always, black, and those of 

bachelors and masters are generally devoid of ornamentation. The doctoral gowns are distinguished by the 

five-inch velvet panel around the neck and down both sides of the front as well as by three-inch velvet bars 

sewn on each sleeve. The color of the velvet trim may be black or may indicate the nature of the degree. For 

example, the color designating a Doctor of Dental Medicine is lilac.



ORDER OF CEREMONIES

CEREMONIAL PRELUDE 

Photos provided by the CDM Class of 2021

PROCESSIONAL

Claddagh Mhor Pipe Band

Macebearer: Michael Truscott, D.M.D., Assistant 

Clinical Professor, College of Dental Medicine Faculty  

Assembly Chair

WELCOME

Karen T. Pardue, Ph.D., M.S., RN, CNE, ANEF,  

Interim Provost and Senior Vice President  

of Academic Affairs, University of New England

THE STAR-SPANGLED BANNER

Raica Mirza, Medical Biology ’21

MESSAGE OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Dan McCormack, Board Chair

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

James D. Herbert, Ph.D., President,  

University of New England

HONORARY DEGREE PRESENTATION

Nirav Shah, M.D., J.D., Honorary Doctor of Science  

COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS

Nirav Shah, M.D., J.D., Honorary Doctor of Science,  

Director of the Maine Center for Disease Control  

and Prevention

MESSAGE FROM THE DEAN

Jon S. Ryder, D.D.S., M.S., Dean,  

College of Dental Medicine

PRESENTATION OF THE DEGREE CANDIDATES

Elizabeth Franco, D.M.D., Caribou Group Practice Leader

Jay Beauchemin, D.D.S., M.S., Denmark Group Practice Leader

Oliver Keefer, D.D.S., Eastport Co-Group Practice Leader 

Courtney Schapira, D.D.S., Farmington Group Practice Leader

CLASS PRESIDENT REMARKS AND  

THE DENTIST’S PLEDGE 

Johnathan Wermers, D.M.D., Class of 2021 President

CONFERRAL OF THE DEGREES

James D. Herbert, Ph.D., President,  

University of New England

CLOSING REMARKS 

Jon S. Ryder, D.D.S., M. S., Dean,  

College of Dental Medicine

RECESSIONAL

Congratulatory messages from faculty  

and professional staff

In June 2019, Nirav Shah, M.D., J.D., was appointed as the director of the Maine Center for Disease Control and 

Prevention (Maine CDC). Dr. Shah comes to Maine CDC with broad experience in public health, most recently as 

director of the Illinois Department of Public Health, where he implemented key initiatives to address the state’s 

opioid crisis, reduce maternal and infant mortality, and reduce childhood lead poisoning. 

As an attorney and public health economist, Shah previously advised professionals and governments around the 

nation and globe on improving the delivery of health care. Earlier in his career, he worked for the Ministry of 

Health in Cambodia, where his work included investigating and managing disease outbreaks as an epidemiologist. 

He is the current president of the national Association of State and Territorial Health Officers (ASTHO) and a 

liaison to the United States Centers for Disease Control Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices.

Shah received both medical and law degrees from the University of Chicago. He also studied economics at 

Oxford University.

C O M M E N C E M E N T  S P E A K E R 

H O N O R A R Y  D E G R E E  R E C I P I E N T,  D O C TO R  O F  S C I E N C E

NIRAV D. SHAH, M.D., J.D.
Director, Maine CDC  



Timothy Mitchell, D.M.D., M.D., 
F.A.C.S.

Peter Morganelli, M.A., Ph.D.

David Moyer, D.D.S., M.D., F.A.C.S.

Lee Niemeyer, D.M.D., M.S.

James Ortengren, D.D.S.

Shaista Rashid, B.D.S., M.S., M.P.H.

Alan Rich, D.M.D.

Adam Saltz, D.M.D., M.S., M.P.H.

Barry Saltz, D.D.S.

Luis Sarmiento, D.M.D.

Courtney Schapira, D.D.S.

Samar Shaikh, B.D.S., M.S.

Andrew Shur, D.M.D.

Tessie Stansbury, D.M.D.

Tamer Theodory, D.D.S., M.S.

Denise Theriault, D.M.D.

Wyatt Traina, D.M.D.

Daniel Traub, D.D.S., M.A.

Michael Truscott, D.M.D.

Lionel Vachon, D.D.S.

James Vaughn, Ph.D.

Duane Wilson, D.D.S.

STAFF

Cynthia Allen, R.D.H.

Sophia Bahlkow 

Abbey Bardhan 

Malcolm Benham 

Kevin Boissonneault 

Ellen Brown-Quinn 

Rebecca Carr, M.P.H.

Lisa Casparius, CDA

Janet Chapais, CDA, EFDA

Julia Chernikova-Glidden 

Rachel Collard 

James Cyr 

Jennifer DeRosa 

Stacey Dubois, M.S., M.F.A.

Gretchen Fetscher

Denise Fontaine 

Mark Guhl 

Jessica Hoffman 

Regina Korney, CDA

Amanda Langley, M.P.H.

Simera LeBlanc 

Kattia Lomando 

Grace Makley 

Robyn Malia 

Sandra McDade 

Brenna McNally 

Chansatha Meas 

Annick Metoule 

Rose Morris 

Tiffany Nelson 

Ayan Nur

Holly Oppel, M.Ed.

Susan Patoine, R.D.H.

Ronni Roberts 

Jessica Roy 

Keary Sibole 

Robert Skelton 

Kacee Smith, CDA

Kimberly Soulard, CDA

Paula Sullivan 

Mallory Toothaker

Maria Webb 

Heidi Wieland 

FACULTY AND STAFF
Jon Ryder, D.D.S., M.S., Dean

Fields Farrior, D.M.D., M.S., Associate Dean of Clinical Education and Patient Care

Nicole Kimmes, D.D.S., Associate Dean of Curriculum Integration and Analytics

Albert Abena, D.D.S., J.D., Assistant Dean for Community Partnerships

Travis Erickson, M.Ed., Assistant Dean of Student Affairs

Matthew Pillsbury, Assistant Dean of Finance and Administration

FACULTY

Faisal AlMoghaisseeb, B.D.S., M.A.

Hwyda Arafat, M.D., Ph.D., MSc., MEdL

Kehinde Babalola, B.Ch.D, M.D.S.

Gary Badger, D.D.S., M.S.

Rohini Badlani, D.M.D.

Anshu Bathija, B.D.S., M.S.

Jay Beauchemin, D.D.S., M.S.

William Benson, D.M.D.

Paul Best, D.D.S.

Jeffrey Brackett, D.M.D.

Mark Britten, D.M.D.

Charles Brown, D.D.S.

Rebecca Carr, M.P.H.

Molly Cohen, D.M.D.

Joseph Curtis, D.M.D., M.S.

Curt Cyr, Ph.D., R.Ph.

Frank Daly, Ph.D.

Meghann Dombroski, D.M.D., M.P.H.

Anuja Doshi, B.D.S., M.S.

Jeffrey Doss, D.D.S.

Eileen Dunfey, R.D.H., M.S.

James Dunn, D.M.D.

Mohamed ElSalhy, B.D.M., Ph.D., M.Sc.,  
M.P.H. FRCD(C)

Sonja Evans, D.M.D., M.S.

Daniel Fackrell, D.M.D., M.Dent.Sc.

Jacob Fillebrown, D.M.D

Jeffrey Finegold, D.M.D.

Elizabeth Franco, D.M.D.

Rachel McKee Garoufalis, D.M.D.

Jessica Gellar-Cote, R.D.H., M.S.

Eliza Grlickova-Duzevik, M.D., M.S., Ph.D.

Michael Hersom, D.M.D.

David Johnson, Ph.D.

Yang Kang, D.D.S., Ph.D.

Oliver Keefer, D.D.S.

Chin Kim, D.D.S.

Rachel King, D.D.S., M.P.H., M.B.A., M.S.

Kelly Kirtland, D.D.S., M.S., M.A.

John Kivus, D.M.D.

Takashi Komabayashi, D.D.S., M.Dent.Sc., Ph.D.

Francois Lamothe, D.D.S.

Peter Larrabee, D.M.D.

Krista Manickas, D.M.D.

Robert McVety, D.M.D.



EASTPORT

Kristine E. Barrett 

Gainesville, FL

Daniel Charles Burke 

Freeport, ME

Kaitlin Elaine Clark 

Windham, ME

Ryan James Creighton 

Plymouth, ME

Kelli R. Ehemann 

Anna, OH

Sarah Anaie Ephraim 

Sparta, NJ

Paul James Heileman 

Allendale, MI

John Robert Jaicks 

Westerville, OH

Amber Jean McPherson 

Conway, NH

Carleton David Neil 

Farmington, ME

Krishna I. Patel 

Barre, VT

Emily Kristine Richard 

Arundel, ME

Johnathan J. Wermers* 

Ortonville, MN

Stephanie Marie Yu 

Santa Rosa, CA

Sahar Zare 

Shiraz, Iran

FARMINGTON

Anastasia Kouros Ascher 

Cape Elizabeth, ME

Chloe Elizabeth Eisenhaur 

Saco, ME

Benjamin Edward Harwood 

Winthrop, ME

Brandon Clayton Hazelton 

East Greenwich, RI

Marissa Lynn Hebert* 

Fort Kent, ME

Jason Arthur Keshian 

North Andover, MA

Matthew B. Lake 

Eugene, OR

Timothy James Reddy McKeefrey 

Kennebunk, ME

Melika P. Moeini 

Yorba Linda, CA

Jesse Paul Myers 

Fishersville, VA

Kristal M. Skrmetta 

New Orleans, LA

Gregory John Stein 

Eynon, PA

Diksha Thapa 

Wixom, MI

Daniela Vargas 

Atlanta, GA

B. Matthew Waller 

Lancaster, SC

Jamie Kaitlyn Zefran 

Browndale, PA

CARIBOU

Addison Christine Berry 

Modesto, CA

Brittney C. Brown* 

Poulsbo, WA

Rebecca D. Cameron 

Brighton, MI

Joshua Greer Carney 

Concord, NH

Shauni Elise Cowan* 

Old Orchard Beach, ME

Mason Donald Cyr 

Freeport, ME

Adam Morgan Gray 

Bainbridge, OH

Fernanda Vargas Valle Guerra 

Curitiba, Brazil

Zahra Aliza Hanif 

Miami, FL

Kristen B. Hoglund 

South Portland, ME

Marshall David Mering 

Marquette, MI

Jason A. Palmer 

Beaumont, TX

Hena Jagdish Patel 

Palatka, FL

Patricia Raygada-Rabanal 

San Diego, CA

Seth O’Neil Sherwood 

Valley Center, KS

Spencer John Valley 

Holden, ME

Logan J. Wilson 

Lanesborough, MA

DENMARK

Peter Boutros 

Huntington Beach, CA

Anthony Justin Burgois 

Massapequa, NY

Kevin R. Conchieri 

Essex, VT

Garrett W. Fillebrown 

Waterford, ME

Haylie Priscilla Genoa 

Greenville, ME

Kevin Junghyun Ham 

Vancouver, Canada

Jose Rafael Malang 

Pinckney, MI

Melanie Desiree Melgarejo 

New York, NY

Kendra A. Mendez 

Greeley, CO

Tye Michael Padilla 

Yakima, WA

Nancy A. Patel 

Ahmedabad, India

Matthew F. Powell 

Monterey Bay, CA

Robyn Burnham Rousseau 

North Berwick, ME

Natasha Kelsey Seavey* 

Rockland, ME

Drew Anna Sigman* 

Fairfax, VA

Brody Thomas Valley 

Brewer, ME

DOCTOR OF DENTAL MEDICINE

*Member of Omicron Kappa Upsilon, National Dental Honor Society



BOARD OF TRUSTEES

OFFICERS

Dan McCormack, MBA, Chair 

Regen Gallagher ’95, D.O. ’99, MBA, Vice-Chair 

Diane Collins Field ’81, ’85, Treasurer 

David Barber, Secretary

MEMBERS

David L. Anderson, Ph.D. 

Jacob Audet, Student Trustee 

Louise Bowditch, J.D., M.A. 

Ralph de Chabert ’69, M.A.T., M.H.R.O.D., Ed.D. 

Calen B. Colby, PE 

Brenda Garrand, M.A. 

Fran Girard 

Mark Haley, J.D. 

Katherine Heer ’90, D.M.D. 

James D. Herbert, Ph.D., President (ex-officio) 

Mason “Skip” Irving III, MBA 

Lyric Jordan, Student Trustee 

Marge Kilkelly, M.S 

Story Landis, Ph.D. 

George M. Locarno ’70, LL.M., CPA, J.D. 

Gregg Lund, D.O., M.S., FAAP 

Mark Malone, CCIM 

Julie Mostov, Ph.D. 

Justin H. Schair, MBA 

Stephen C. Shannon, D.O., M.P.H. 

Kinna Thakarar, D.O., M.P.H. 

Cheri Walker, CPA

TRUSTEES EMERITI

Vincent E. Furey Jr. 

Father Clarence LaPlante, O.F.M. ’53 

Robert McAfee, M.D. 

Mildred Holbrook O’Day ’47

SENIOR ADMINISTRATION

James D. Herbert, Ph.D. 

President

Karen T. Pardue, Ph.D., M.S., RN, CNE, ANEF 

Interim Provost and Senior Vice President  

of Academic Affairs

Nicole Trufant, CPA 

Senior Vice President of Finance and Administration

PRESIDENT’S CABINET

Ellen G. Beaulieu, Ed.D., M.P.H. 

Vice President for Strategy and Communications

Jennifer I. DeBurro, M.Ed. 

Vice President for Student Affairs

William Chance 

Vice President for Institutional Advancement

G. Christopher Hunt, Ed.D. 

Associate Provost for Community, Equity, and Diversity

Anouar Majid, Ph.D. 

Vice President for Global Affairs

Scott E. Steinberg, MBA 

Vice President of University Admissions

Alan Thibeault 

Vice President for University Operations

John Tumiel, M.A. OTR/L 

Vice President for Board Relations  

and Senior Advisor to the President

COLLEGE DEANS

Jane E. Carreiro, D.O. 

Dean of the College of Osteopathic Medicine 

and Vice President for Health Affairs

Jonathan Millen, Ph.D.  

Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences

Sally McCormack Tutt, PT, D.P.T., M.P.H., Ed.D. 

Interim Dean of the Westbrook College  

of Health Professions

Jon Ryder, D.D.S., M.S. 

Dean of the College of Dental Medicine

Martha Wilson, Ph.D., D.S.W. 

Dean of the College of Graduate and  

Professional Studies



C O L L E G E  O F  D E N TA L  M E D I C I N E

G R A D UAT I O N  C E R E M O N Y 


