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ABOUT THE UNIVERSITY OF NEW ENGLAND

The University of New England is Maine’s largest private university, featuring two distinctive campuses in 

Maine, a vibrant campus in Tangier, Morocco, and an array of innovative offerings online. Our hands-on, 

experiential approach empowers students to join the next generation of leaders in their chosen fields. We are 

home to Maine’s only medical and dental colleges, a variety of other interprofessionally aligned health care 

programs, and nationally recognized degree paths in the marine sciences, the natural and social sciences, 

business, the humanities, and the arts. 

UNE. Innovation for a Healthier Planet. Visit www.une.edu

WESTBROOK COLLEGE OF HEALTH PROFESSIONS

The Westbrook College of Health Professions prepares graduates to practice, lead, and excel in today’s 

complex health care environment. The college is composed of undergraduate and graduate programming, 

with faculty dedicated to relationship-focused, student-centered learning. The College has state-of-the-art 

educational facilities and has pioneered the model of interprofessional education. 



THE POMP BEHIND THE CIRCUMSTANCE  
Academic Regalia

THE GOWN

The history of the academic gown goes back to the 12th century. During this period, everyone — both men 

and women, royalty, lay folk, clerics, tradesmen, students — wore long flowing robes. The apparel varied in 

elegance according to the rank and wealth of the owner, from simple rough worsteds to rich gold brocades 

wrought with tassels and trimmed with colorful velvet and rich furs. It was in this period that the first 

organized bodies of learning were formed. From the gowns worn in the “universities” of the period have 

evolved the academic costumes of today.

The bachelor’s gown is a simple design falling straight from a rather elaborate yoke with long pointed sleeves. 

The gown worn by a master has long, closed, somewhat fuller sleeves, which reach nearly to the wearer’s 

knees. The arms go through slits at the elbow, giving the appearance of short sleeves. The doctoral gown is cut 

much fuller and has large bell-shaped sleeves. The gowns are usually, but not always, black, and those of 

bachelors and masters are generally devoid of ornamentation. The doctoral gowns are distinguished by the 

five-inch velvet panel around the neck and down both sides of the front as well as by three-inch velvet bars 

sewn on each sleeve. The color of the velvet trim may be black or may indicate the nature of the degree. 

THE HOOD

The hood seems to have had a somewhat practical origin. Medieval monks used their hood for two purposes: 

to protect their shaved heads in the winter and as a container in which to collect alms.

Today the hood serves as the most symbolic part of the academic regalia by which the observer can ascertain 

the wearer’s level and kind of degree. The bachelor’s hood is the smallest, being three feet long. The velvet 

trim along the edges, indicating the nature of the degree, is two inches wide. The master’s hood is six inches 

longer and bears a three-inch velvet trim. The doctoral hood is a full four feet long and exhibits a five-inch 

velvet trim, indicating the nature of the degree.

Look for the following hood trim colors: navy blue (Master of Science in Nurse Anesthesia ), gold (Master of 

Occupational Therapy), yellow (Master of Science Physician Assistant), citron (Master of Social Work), olive 

green (Doctor of Pharmacy), and teal  (Doctor of Physical Therapy).

The colorful interior of the hood, visible from behind, indicates by hue the degree-granting institution. The 

University of New England’s colors are blue and grey.

THE CORDS AND STOLES

The cord in graduation ceremonies is used to signify a special designation or membership in an honor society. 

The origin of the cord is from the Catholic and Anglican churches, where cords were used to distinguish 

between the varying levels of clergy members.

Military Service Honors

The University is proud to recognize students serving or who have served in the various military branches of 

the United States of America. Graduating students currently serving in the U.S. military and veterans will be 

recognized by red, white, and blue cords.

Interprofessional Honors Distinction

An orange and blue cord is awarded to students who have demonstrated interest and competency in 

principles of collaborative practice on health care teams.

AWARDS

FACULTY CUP

The Faculty Cup recognizes and honors academic and community involvement and leadership  

of graduate students

DEPARTMENTAL AWARDS

The departmental awards honor outstanding academic achievement.



In June 2019, Nirav Shah, M.D., J.D., was appointed as the director of the Maine Center for Disease Control 

and Prevention (Maine CDC). Dr. Shah comes to Maine CDC with broad experience in public health, most 

recently as director of the Illinois Department of Public Health, where he implemented key initiatives to 

address the state’s opioid crisis, reduce maternal and infant mortality, and reduce childhood lead poisoning. 

As an attorney and public health economist, Shah previously advised professionals and governments around 

the nation and globe on improving the delivery of health care. Earlier in his career, he worked for the Ministry 

of Health in Cambodia, where his work included investigating and managing disease outbreaks as an epidemiologist. 

He is the current president of the national Association of State and Territorial Health Officers (ASTHO) and a 

liaison to the United States Centers for Disease Control Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices.

Shah received both medical and law degrees from the University of Chicago. He also studied economics at 

Oxford University.

C O M M E N C E M E N T  S P E A K E R 

H O N O R A R Y  D E G R E E  R E C I P I E N T,  D O C TO R  O F  S C I E N C E

NIRAV D. SHAH, M.D., J.D.
Director, Maine CDC  

ORDER OF CEREMONIES

CEREMONIAL PRELUDE 

Photos provided by the WCHP Class of 2021

PROCESSIONAL

Claddagh Mhor Pipe Band

WELCOME

James D. Herbert, Ph.D., President, University of New England

THE STAR-SPANGLED BANNER

Raica Mirza, Medical Biology ’21

MESSAGE FROM THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Dan McCormack, Board Chair

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

James D. Herbert, Ph.D., President, University of New England

HONORARY DEGREE PRESENTATION

Nirav Shah, M.D., J.D., Honorary Doctor of Science  

COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS

Nirav Shah, M.D., J.D., Honorary Doctor of Science  

Director of the Maine Center for Disease Control and Prevention

MESSAGE FROM THE DEAN

Sally McCormack Tutt, Ed.D., Interim Dean, Westbrook College of Health Professions



Master of Science 

Nurse Anesthesia 

Austin Anderson

Nicolette Ariola

Ashlie M. Ayotte

Sherry D. Bunker

Richard H. Burns

Michelle Calderini

Raymund Claudio

Denise Coleman

Benjamin Crawley

Soleil M. Gibbs

Jessica Gleba

Jenna Hodges

Keisha E. Joyce

Jami L. Lankin

Robert Montague

Emanuel Nistrian

Jarred Odor

Megan M. Taylor

Tobin A. Tollett

Courtney Troisi

Patricia Weigle

Lien Woodin

Master of Science 

Occupational Therapy 

Avery L. Alberghini

Mausamben Amin

Samantha J. Avgerinos

Rachel A. Bossi

Meghan Bowler

Kathleen M. Broussard

Jaclyn B. Burney

Julia Carpenter

Emma J. Chabot

Joelle N. Correia

Alina K. De Carolis

Victoria Fabila

Kathyrn E. Froning

Taylor R. Gallant

Laura P. Garrard

Olivia Gatter

Alyssa Germanos

Alexis Giordano

Bethany Gruskin

Abigail S. Higgins

Natalie Horrigan

Casey A. Imelio

Courtney L. Jacob

Ashleigh K. Jepson

Madison K. Kirchner

Lindsey E. Kousaie

Maighan D. LeBlanc

Cristina Lindsay

Rachel S. Lussier

Trisha M. Mabaet

Kathryn Maiato

Rachel S. McKinney

Haley E. McOsker

Claire M. Michael

Jana M. Montgomery

Emily A. Perkins

Braden C. Perry

Kaitlin Pidgeon

Anna J. Preather

Haley E. Ruth

Olivia Ryding

Jordan T. Sanders

Mara E. Schiffhauer

Louisa Seelbach

Alyssa Smith

Emily K. Spencer

Ashlyn Szabo

Gabriella E. Timuscuk

Caroline E. Tolstad

Matthew S. Toussaint

Emily Viands

Emily Wasina

Master of Science

Physician Assistant

Sarah N. Barbay

Brooke Benedict

Tiara R. Bianco

Cameron M. Blake

Daniel B. Brouillette

Jennifer S. Carraux

ANNOUNCEMENT OF AWARDS

PRESENTATION OF DEGREE CANDIDATES 

Cheryl L. Nimmo, D.N.P., Program Director, Nurse Anesthesia 

Kristin Winston, Ph.D., Program Director, Occupational Therapy 

Diane Visich, Ed.D., Interim Program Director, Physician Assistant 

Shelley Cohen Konrad, Ph.D., Program Director, School of Social Work

Robert L. McCarthy, Ph.D., Dean, School of Pharmacy

Jennifer G. Audette, Ph.D., Program Director, Physical Therapy

CONFERRAL OF THE DEGREE

James D. Herbert, Ph.D., President, University of New England

CLOSING REMARKS

Sally McCormack Tutt, Ed.D., Interim Dean, Westbrook College of Health Professions

RECESSIONAL

Congratulatory messages from faculty and professional staff

ORDER OF CEREMONIES   continued PRESENTATION OF DEGREE CANDIDATES



Miranda L. Chadbourne

Bailey E. D’Antonio

Molly K. Dow

Emily Dowman

Cody Eaton

Jasmine R. Edwards

Lauren Edwards

Shannon M. Elliot

Kelsie E. Espling

Laura A. Flewelling

Kristin C. Gallagher

Daniel C. Giroux

Sarah V. Hanley

Stephanie L. Hardy

Anna Herling

Theresa Holden

Joshua R. Hughes

James T. Johnson

Natalie A. Kendall

Ashleigh Knoeferl

Lauren Koczela

Samantha Malone

Nicolette C. Matteau

Sorenda Muth

Timothy J. O’Connor

Alaina M. Page

Arianna M. Parent

Lily G. Prior

Meredith Rappaport

Lynsey S. Rau

Lauren D. Rivera

Sarah Robertson

Taylor E. Schumacher

Elizabeth V. Scott

Lenora M. Sheppard

Jessica N. Stewart

Alexander T. Vining

Hadley C. Warner

John F. Wironen

Laura A. Yamagata

Master of Science

Social Work 

Nicole C. Albee

Elizabeth E. Arsenault

Robert Bennett

Jessica Boulet

Danielle J. Brotherton

Briana Ciallela

Leah K. Ciffolillo

Jessica B. Clark

Elisa M. Covey

Wesley C. Covey

Briellen P. Crowley

Jennifer A. Curran

Kimberly A. Davis

Faye E. DiBella

Manisha D. Donahue

Terence P. Donahue

Kalie C. Dunican

Smythe F. Eddy

Hannah E. Farrington

Lesley Finneran

Amanda Garami

Briana T. Hailey

Irene Kigugu

Sage R. Landry

Abigail J. Lynch

Emily Mason

Carly E. McKenna

Lara K. Nordenson

Sandy Pereira

Francesca Perlov

Christine W. Quong

Jamie M. Robinson

Anne M. Schneider

Molly K. Spadone

Alexandra J. Sturtevant

Faye Zimmerman

Doctor of  
Pharmacy

Faisal S. Abdillahi

Mark J. Adams

Oyinade A. Adepoju

Albert J. Allard

Abigail M. Angevine

Clayton J. Autry

Tyler E. Bailey

Kristen H. Beaulieu

Lilly M. Beauregard

Erin Campbell

Miranda M. Coleman

Brenna J. Copp-Petersen

Nicholas J. Cotoia Jr

Brittany Demmons

Alana J. Dube

Jamie A. Duggan

Rebeccah Durant

Natalie M. Getty

Jason A. Gilvey

Jennifer Hammond

Alyssa Hinkle

Hershil Kachrani

James W. King

Jade M. Lawler

Riana A. Lincoln

Cassandra Lyons

Bunnarith Mao

Alexa Michaud

Hillary R. Mishcon

Brandi P. Mitchell

Elsie M. Morgan

Kabwe Musonda

Madeleine R. Powers 

Megan M. Scalia

Kaitlyn M. Sherman

Brett Shore

Danielle K. Simeone

Robert J. Stuart

Aaron M. Thibeault

Brandon Thompson

Thomas Tran

Erin J. Walsh

Owais Wanker

Brianna B. Wheeler

Alyssa M. White

Doctor of  
Physical Therapy 

Christopher Arias

Alexandra N. Bernard

Joseph Bigsby

Joseph W. Boegemann

Katie L. Bowler

Gwenyth J. Breslen

Devin J. Bulick

Sydney G. Charles

Megan Clarenbach

Joseph Connor

Michael G. Cornea-Hasegan

Elaina J. Cosentino

Daniel M. DiPerna

Brandon T. Drinan

Daniel L. Ebenstein

Marisa Flores

Matthew R. Freeman

Samantha M. Gagne

Kellie E. Guillies

Alyssa Harp

Thai Q. Ho

Shayla N. Johnson

Alex C. Joseph

Zachary A. Knapp

Dylan Krivickas

Lyndsey Leboeuf

Madison M. Lostra

Spenser Lynass

Kiersten M. Marshman

Conor D. Matthews

Gregory J. Mills

Rebecca G. Mills

Ryan S. Neill

Shawn P. Novella

Joseph S. Ocello

Colleen O’Donnell

Tara N. Oyasato

Marissa L. Paquette

Julie C. Pettit

Emily R. Quirion

Jennifer L. Ritchie

Lisa Rosen

Brian T. Ruby

Zachary S. Seiler

Kyle W. Sikes

Shelby Stegemann

Jessica L. Sterling

Julie Sullivan

Benjamin Taillie

Jesda R. Tung

Curtis J. Warren

Nathaniel P. Whitten

Dahne Yaitanes

Jennifer M. Yerardi

Yi Zhang



BOARD OF TRUSTEES

OFFICERS

Dan McCormack, MBA, Chair 

Regen Gallagher ’95, D.O. ’99, MBA, Vice-Chair 

Diane Collins Field ’81, ’85, Treasurer 

David Barber, Secretary

MEMBERS

David L. Anderson, Ph.D. 

Jacob Audet, Student Trustee 

Louise Bowditch, J.D., M.A. 

Ralph de Chabert ’69, M.A.T., M.H.R.O.D., Ed.D. 

Calen B. Colby, PE 

Brenda Garrand, M.A. 

Fran Girard 

Mark Haley, J.D. 

Katherine Heer ’90, D.M.D. 

James D. Herbert, Ph.D., President (ex-officio) 

Mason “Skip” Irving III, MBA 

Lyric Jordan, Student Trustee 

Marge Kilkelly, M.S 

Story Landis, Ph.D. 

George M. Locarno ’70, LL.M., CPA, J.D. 

Gregg Lund, D.O., M.S., FAAP 

Mark Malone, CCIM 

Julie Mostov, Ph.D. 

Justin H. Schair, MBA 

Stephen C. Shannon, D.O., M.P.H. 

Kinna Thakarar, D.O., M.P.H. 

Cheri Walker, CPA

TRUSTEES EMERITI

Vincent E. Furey Jr. 

Father Clarence LaPlante, O.F.M. ’53 

Robert McAfee, M.D. 

Mildred Holbrook O’Day ’47

SENIOR ADMINISTRATION

James D. Herbert, Ph.D. 

President

Karen T. Pardue, Ph.D., M.S., RN, CNE, ANEF 

Interim Provost and Senior Vice President  

of Academic Affairs

Nicole Trufant, CPA 

Senior Vice President of Finance and Administration

PRESIDENT’S CABINET

Ellen G. Beaulieu, Ed.D., M.P.H. 

Vice President for Strategy and Communications

Jennifer I. DeBurro, M.Ed. 

Vice President for Student Affairs

William Chance 

Vice President for Institutional Advancement

G. Christopher Hunt, Ed.D. 

Associate Provost for Community, Equity, and Diversity

Anouar Majid, Ph.D. 

Vice President for Global Affairs

Scott E. Steinberg, MBA 

Vice President of University Admissions

Alan Thibeault 

Vice President for University Operations

John Tumiel, M.A. OTR/L 

Vice President for Board Relations  

and Senior Advisor to the President

COLLEGE DEANS

Jane E. Carreiro, D.O. 

Dean of the College of Osteopathic Medicine 

and Vice President for Health Affairs

Jonathan Millen, Ph.D.  

Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences

Sally McCormack Tutt, PT, D.P.T., M.P.H., Ed.D. 

Interim Dean of the Westbrook College  

of Health Professions

Jon Ryder, D.D.S., M.S. 

Dean of the College of Dental Medicine

Martha Wilson, Ph.D., D.S.W. 

Dean of the College of Graduate and  

Professional Studies
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