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ABOUT THE UNIVERSITY OF NEW ENGLAND

The University of New England is Maine’s largest private university, with two beautiful coastal campuses in 

Maine, a one-of-a-kind study-abroad campus in Tangier, Morocco, and an array of flexible online offerings. In 

an uncommonly welcoming and supportive community, we offer hands-on learning, empowering students to 

make a positive impact in a world full of challenges. We are the state’s top provider of health professionals and 

home to Maine’s only medical and dental colleges, a variety of other interprofessionally aligned health care 

programs, and nationally recognized degree paths in the marine sciences, the natural and social sciences, 

business, the humanities, and the arts. Visit www.une.edu

WESTBROOK COLLEGE OF HEALTH PROFESSIONS

The Westbrook College of Health Professions prepares graduates to practice, lead, and excel in today’s 

complex health care environment. The college is composed of undergraduate and graduate programming, 

with faculty dedicated to relationship-focused, student-centered learning. The college has state-of-the-art 

educational facilities and has pioneered the model of interprofessional education. 



THE POMP BEHIND THE CIRCUMSTANCE  
Academic Regalia

THE GOWN

The history of the academic gown goes back to the 12th century. During this period, everyone — both men 

and women, royalty, lay folk, clerics, tradesmen, students — wore long flowing robes. The apparel varied in 

elegance according to the rank and wealth of the owner, from simple rough worsteds to rich gold brocades 

wrought with tassels and trimmed with colorful velvet and rich furs. It was in this period that the first 

organized bodies of learning were formed. From the gowns worn in the “universities” of the period have 

evolved the academic costumes of today.

The bachelor’s gown is a simple design falling straight from a rather elaborate yoke with long pointed sleeves. 

The gown worn by a master has long, closed, somewhat fuller sleeves, which reach nearly to the wearer’s 

knees. The arms go through slits at the elbow, giving the appearance of short sleeves. The doctoral gown is cut 

much fuller and has large bell-shaped sleeves. The gowns are usually, but not always, black, and those of 

bachelors and masters are generally devoid of ornamentation. The doctoral gowns are distinguished by the 

five-inch velvet panel around the neck and down both sides of the front as well as by three-inch velvet bars 

sewn on each sleeve. The color of the velvet trim may be black or may indicate the nature of the degree. 

THE HOOD

The hood seems to have had a somewhat practical origin. Medieval monks used their hood for two purposes: 

to protect their shaved heads in the winter and as a container in which to collect alms.

Today the hood serves as the most symbolic part of the academic regalia by which the observer can ascertain 

the wearer’s level and kind of degree. The bachelor’s hood is the smallest, being three feet long. The velvet 

trim along the edges, indicating the nature of the degree, is two inches wide. The master’s hood is six inches 

longer and bears a three-inch velvet trim. The doctoral hood is a full four feet long and exhibits a five-inch 

velvet trim, indicating the nature of the degree.

Look for the following hood trim colors: sage green (Master of Science in Athletic Training), navy blue (Master of 

Science in Nurse Anesthesia ), gold (Master of Occupational Therapy), yellow (Master of Science Physician Assistant), 

citron (Master of Social Work), olive green (Doctor of Pharmacy), and teal  (Doctor of Physical Therapy).

The colorful interior of the hood, visible from behind, indicates by hue the degree-granting institution. The 

University of New England’s colors are blue and grey.

THE CORDS AND STOLES

The cord in graduation ceremonies is used to signify a special designation or membership in an honor society. 

The origin of the cord is from the Catholic and Anglican churches, where cords were used to distinguish 

between the varying levels of clergy members.

Military Service Honors

The University is proud to recognize students serving or who have served in the various military branches of 

the United States of America. Graduating students currently serving in the U.S. military and veterans will be 

recognized by red, white, and blue cords.

AWARDS

FACULTY CUP

The Faculty Cup recognizes and honors academic and community involvement and leadership  

of graduate students.

DEPARTMENTAL AWARDS

The departmental awards honor outstanding academic achievement.



ORDER OF CEREMONIES

PROCESSIONAL

Graduate and Professional Class of 2023, Platform Party

WELCOME AND OPENING REMARKS

Jennifer Morton, D.N.P., M.P.H., PHNA-BC, Dean, Westbrook College of Health Professions 
James D. Herbert, Ph.D., President, University of New England

FACULTY CUP AWARD PRESENTATION

Bernice Mills, M.S., Associate Dean of Student and Clinical Affairs, Westbrook College of Health Professions 

DISTINGUISHED TEACHING AWARD PRESENTATION

Sally McCormack Tutt, Ed.D., Associate Dean of Academic Affairs, Westbrook College of Health Professions

OUTSTANDING STUDENT AWARD 

Athletic Training: Christopher Rizzo, D.A.T., Clinical Professor

Nurse Anesthesia: Cheryl L. Nimmo, D.N.P., Program Director  

Occupational Therapy: Kristin Winston, Ph.D., Program Director  

Physician Assistant: Dana Villmore, Ph.D., Interim Program Director 

Social Work: Jennifer O’Neil, Ph.D., Program Director   

School of Pharmacy: Emily Dornblaser, Pharm.D., Interim Dean 

Physical Therapy: Jennifer G. Audette, Ph.D., Program Director 

PRESENTATION OF HOODS

Departmental Faculty

CLOSING REMARKS

Jennifer Morton, D.N.P., M.P.H., PHNA-BC, Dean, Westbrook College of Health Professions

RECESSIONAL



Abigail York Leclerc

Korianna Lyne Limoges

Alexandra Lyn Lott

Emme Shea MacDonald

Megan Daniele Macfarlane

Erika Renee Markham

Angela Marie Marquez

Kailey Shannon McCrorey

Gina Alyse Miele

Robert H. Motley

Spencer Michael Nagi

Elise K. Parker

Cassandra Mary Pastorelli

Nathan John Pickett

Isabella M. Quattrucci

Susan Elizabeth Rhodes

Meghan Elizabeth Rogers

Megan R. Smith 

Emily L. Thomas

Tali Makayla Twomey

Haley E. Wall

Master of Science 
Physician Assistant 

Lauren Catherine Barnhart

Madison L. Champagne

Kelsey A. Christensen

Emily E. Colban

Joshua Eric Cormier

Sarah Elizabeth Couture

Olivia Anne Doran

Kristin Page Gaudreau

Robert J. Gondolfo

Nicole Gallagher Gosselin

William Griffiths

Danielle Rae Hanchera

Brooke Elizabeth Heathco

Jonathan Hwang

Meagan Elizabeth Keohane

Kellianne Kinane

Connor John Lane 

Danielle LaPierre-Burke

Sabrina Leicht

Colin James Lucas

Ronald Anthony Martin

Shannon Rose McAdam

Shannon McCrillis

Thomas J. McGann

Jacob McHugh

Kelsey Nicole Moulton

Zachary James Murray

Jessica Nguyen

Sneha Patel

Jonathan Q. Piccirillo

Claire Zollman Puffer

Gretchen Reynolds

Hanna R. Roan

Lindsey N. Robinson

Ashley M. Ronzo

Holly Nicolle Sanville

Kelly Rose Sargent

Benjamin Luke Schwink-Zanella

Connor J. Shoos

Sierra Sirois

Andrea J. Stemm

Evelyne Tchokochoua

Cam Thai

Christopher Totten

Emily Lynn Vallari

Christopher John Ward

Holly Nicole Zabkar

Master of Science 

Athletic Training 

Shane Alercio

Michelle Christine Barr

Michaela Davis 

Alyssa Ehrenfried

Dylan George Fischer

Benjamin KC Lui 

Elizabeth Jane Scheurich

Shelby Leanne Shelton

Jordan Kaylee Strum 

Kathryn Julia Wilmot

Master of Science 

Nurse Anesthesia 

Elise Michelle Amico

Rebekah Priscilla Bitar

Makaela Elanna DeLucca

Marissa Nicole-vivian Dice

Marissa Diloreto

Amelia Mitchell Haney

Victoria E. Howe

Colin A. Hulst

Philip Lynwood Kearse

Alexandra Sofia Keokosky

Amy J. Kulma

Jessica Emily Langelier

Peter Oldham Lind

Jean-Louis Luther

Richard Christopher Malo

Julia Lillian Montalto

Nicholas Montemurro

Elizabeth Pescosolido

Kayla Richardson

Margaret Katherine Rizzo

Elisabeth Eleanor Stewart

Courtney Lee Sweeney

Master of Science 

Occupational Therapy 

Krysten Fay Abboud

Jordan A. Agabin

David J. Backholm

Robyn Rose Barrett

Stefanie J. Berrier

Margaret June Bolger

Patrick T. Boscherini

Zackary J. Box

Kassandra L. Brandow

Skylah Rae Buchanan

Natalie Anna Bullock

Mia Campanale

Madison Dianna Caron

Erin R. Carragher

Allison Casciotti

Kristen Sierra Chismar

Nicole Ashley Cochran

Jessica Collins

Alison Rae Crooker

Kendall Lindsey Dolan

Madeline A. Dumont

Megan Taylor Eagleston

Emily Elizabeth Foy

Constantine Jude  

Georgakopoulos

Emily Mieko Hash

Madelyn Ann Hayes

William Mark Hickey

Anna Holmblad

Hope Jackman Pryor

Megan A. Kain

Brenna Shea Keefe

Madeline A. Kelchlin

Chelsea Rose Kimball

Kennedy King

Merima Kulosman

CANDIDATES FOR HOODING



Emmalisa Belfiore

Nicole Beros

Maxwell William Bieber

Rurik Samual Brackett

Jenna Lee Carey

Chelsey Rose Caron

Avery K. Carrara

Ana Maria Castellanos

Madisyn A. Charest

Luke William Chlastawa

Jennifer Rene Dunphy

Christopher M. Eidson

Alexander M. Ferreira

Amanda Elizabeth Fleres

Melissa Gliner

Mariela Diana Gonzalez

Jocelyn Coville Griffin

Madeleine P. Horner

Emily Ann Howe

Madison M. Johns

Rachel Jordan

Georgia Karmue

Ryan Thomas Kelley 

Emilee Kate Landis

Celia Leone Larson

Anna M. Lastra

Sienna C. Lish

Jorgeson Lucero

Bridget Eilise Lynch 

Chase Malloy

Nathan David Marcotte

Colleen N. McGonagle

Morgin Kodie Niedermeier

Victor C. Obi-Anadiume

Rebecca A. Ocana

Patricia O’Hurley

Erin Kimberly O’Tool

Robert Daniel Pellerin

Chloe Patricia Pelletier

Annie Patricia Popescu

Bret R. Putzig

Yurong Ren

Erin Louise Rutherford

Burak Seyrek

Sarah Elizabeth Shepherd

Sarah Stengle

Cassandra Marie Susi

Anne Louise Thomas

Alyssa Totzke

Michael Thi Tran

Christina M. Van Der Vliet

Jennifer Denise Vasquez

Gregory Stuart Violette

Katherine Anne Walters

Samantha D. Young

Master of Social Work 

Elisabelle Le Bocal

Makayla A. Caisse

Maddalena Grace Chiappetta

Gabrielle M. Coderre

Christine Nicole Constant

Kim Alexandra DeCarlo

Thomas Patrick Foley

Audrey G. Gavin

Caroline Ginsberg

Sadie Grant

Victoria Taylor Kavanaugh

Stuart W. Kay

Sarah Renee Kelley

Rachel Lynn Leonard

Carlee Mae Michaud

Isabella Kimberly Nelson

David W. Norman

Jonathan Freestone Phillips

Heather L. Putnam

Katie Ryan

Gregory Carleton Sinnott

Kursten M. Tenhoor 

Devon Mari Tomasi

Emily Rose Wasserman

Megan E. Webster

Emma Claire Williams

Sydney Marie Wolf

Stephanie A. Worth

Doctor of Pharmacy 

Dylan C. Ambrose

Yassin M. Aunali

Molly Elizabeth Bean

Olivia Ruth Binette 

Abigail W. Blyler

Lilia Marie Brooks

Joshua Scott Carver

Susan Alice Dolan  

Stephen Robert Flynn

Sarah Page Gebow

Nicholas R. Goodrich

Rebekah Elizabeth Guay

Alexxis Elizabeth Hinkley

Shelby Lynn Lane

Phuong Lu

Hunter Paul Marcoux

Shae Lynn Martel

Cheyenne Taylor McGuire

Kendal Lindsey Millard 

Victoria Mitchell

Nasro Adan Mohamed

Alison Ann Newcombe

Flavie Meyongo Nguefack

Taylor Ann Norris

Ifeoma H. Ogbodo

Cameron Robert-Edward Olson

Skylar R. Page

Shane Michael Pelletier 

Noah Michael Pierce

Raven Nicole Reinzo

Brandon Rico

Joshua Joseph Schultz

Phonsavahn Senesombath

Olivia Ruth Shaw

Reilly E. Staples

Nicole Hannah Uhlman

Achirookan Gloria Watson 

Allison Anne White

Doctor of Physical  
Therapy 

Marya Amanda Aherrera

Charlotte Allen

Sarah Lilyanne Andrews

Jason Mendoza Angellano

Samuel S. Austin

Michael Eugene Baggot



SENIOR ADMINISTRATION

James D. Herbert, Ph.D. 

President

Gwendolyn Mahon, M.Sc., Ph.D. 

Provost and Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs

Philip Shapiro, MBA, M.Ed. 

Interim Senior Vice President of Finance  

and Administration

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

OFFICERS

Dan McCormack, MBA, Chair

James D. Herbert, Ph.D., President (ex-officio) 

Regen Gallagher ’95, D.O. ’99, MBA, Vice-Chair 

George M. Locarno ’70, LL.M., CPA, J.D., Secretary 

Cheri Walker, CPA, Treasurer

MEMBERS

David L. Anderson, Ph.D.

Louise Bowditch, J.D., M.A.

Jim Brady

Calen B. Colby, PE

Brenda Garrand, M.A.

Jean Ginn Marvin, M.A.

Fran Girard

Joshua Golden, Student Trustee

Mark Haley, J.D.

Katherine Heer ’90, D.M.D.

Mason “Skip” Irving III, MBA

Ethan Kennedy, Student Trustee

Marge Kilkelly, M.S.

Story Landis, Ph.D.

Robert T. Leonard, D.O. ’86

Mark Malone, CCIM

Julie Mostov, Ph.D.

Ford S. Reiche, J.D.

Justin H. Schair, MBA

Stephen C. Shannon, D.O.’86, M.P.H.

Krystal Willliams, J.D., MBA

TRUSTEES EMERITI

Vincent E. Furey Jr. 

Robert McAfee, M.D.

VICE PRESIDENTS

Ellen G. Beaulieu, Ed.D., M.P.H. 

Vice President for Strategy and Communications

Jennifer I. DeBurro, M.Ed.

Vice President of Student Affairs and Dean of Students

Alicia Fereday, MBA 

Vice President for Institutional Advancement

Anouar Majid, Ph.D. 

Vice President for Global Affairs

Scott E. Steinberg, MBA 

Vice President of University Admissions

Alan Thibeault 

Vice President for University Operations

John Tumiel, M.A., OTR/L 

Vice President for Board Relations  

and Senior Advisor to the President

COLLEGE DEANS

Jane E. Carreiro, D.O. 

Dean of the College of Osteopathic Medicine 

and Vice President for Health Affairs

Nicole Kimmes, D.D.S. 

Dean of the College of Dental Medicine

Jonathan Millen, Ph.D.  

Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences

Jennifer Lee Morton, D.N.P. 

Dean of the Westbrook College of Health Professions

Beth Taylor-Nolan, Ed.D. 

Dean of the College of Professional Studies
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