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ABOUT THE UNIVERSITY OF NEW ENGLAND
The University of New England is Maine’s largest independent university, with two beautiful coastal 
campuses in Maine, a one-of-a-kind study-abroad campus in Tangier, Morocco, and an array of flexible 
online offerings. In an uncommonly welcoming and supportive community, we offer hands-on learning, 
empowering students to make a positive impact in a world full of challenges. We are the state’s top 
provider of health professionals and home to Maine’s only medical and dental colleges, a variety of other 
interprofessionally aligned health care programs, and nationally recognized programs in the marine 
sciences, the natural and social sciences, business, the humanities, and the arts. Visit www.une.edu.

WESTBROOK COLLEGE OF HEALTH PROFESSIONS
The Westbrook College of Health Professions prepares graduates to practice, lead, and excel in today’s 
complex health care environment. The college is composed of undergraduate and graduate programming, 
with faculty dedicated to relationship-focused, student-centered learning. The college has state-of-the-art 
educational facilities and has pioneered the model of interprofessional education. 



THE CORDS AND STOLES

The cord in graduation ceremonies is used to signify a special designation or membership in an honor 
society. The origin of the cord is from the Catholic and Anglican churches, where cords were used to 
distinguish between the varying levels of clergy members.

Military Service Honors

The University is proud to recognize students serving or who have served in the various military branches 
of the United States of America. Graduating students currently serving in the U.S. military and veterans will 
be recognized by red, white, and blue cords.

AWARDS

FACULTY CUP

The Faculty Cup recognizes and honors academic and community involvement and leadership  
of graduate students.

DEPARTMENTAL AWARDS

The departmental awards honor outstanding academic achievement.

THE POMP BEHIND THE CIRCUMSTANCE  
Academic Regalia

THE GOWN

The history of the academic gown goes back to the 12th century. During this period, everyone — both 
men and women, royalty, lay folk, clerics, tradesmen, students — wore long flowing robes. The apparel 
varied in elegance according to the rank and wealth of the owner, from simple rough worsteds to rich gold 
brocades wrought with tassels and trimmed with colorful velvet and rich furs. It was in this period that the 
first organized bodies of learning were formed. From the gowns worn in the “universities” of the period 
have evolved the academic costumes of today.

The bachelor’s gown is a simple design falling straight from a rather elaborate yoke with long pointed sleeves. 
The gown worn by a master has long, closed, somewhat fuller sleeves, which reach nearly to the wearer’s 
knees. The arms go through slits at the elbow, giving the appearance of short sleeves. The doctoral gown is 
cut much fuller and has large bell-shaped sleeves. The gowns are usually, but not always, black, and those 
of bachelors and masters are generally devoid of ornamentation. The doctoral gowns are distinguished by the 
five-inch velvet panel around the neck and down both sides of the front as well as by three-inch velvet bars 
sewn on each sleeve. The color of the velvet trim may be black or may indicate the nature of the degree. 

THE HOOD

The hood seems to have had a somewhat practical origin. Medieval monks used their hoods for two 
purposes: to protect their shaved heads in the winter and as a container to collect alms.

Today, the hood serves as the most symbolic part of the academic regalia by which the observer can 
ascertain the wearer’s level and kind of degree. At three feet long, the bachelor’s hood is the smallest.  
The velvet trim along the edges, indicating the nature of the degree, is two inches wide. The master’s 
hood is six inches longer and bears a three-inch velvet trim. The doctoral hood is a full four feet long 
and exhibits a five-inch velvet trim, indicating the nature of the degree.

Look for the following hood trim colors: sage green for the Master of Science in Athletic Training, slate 
blue for the Master of Occupational Therapy, yellow for the Master of Science Physician Assistant, apricot for the 
Doctor of Nursing Practice, olive green for the Doctor of Pharmacy, and teal for the Doctor of Physical Therapy.

The colorful interior of the hood, visible from behind, indicates by hue the degree-granting institution. The 
University of New England’s colors are blue and gray.



ORDER OF CEREMONIES

PROCESSIONAL

Graduate and Professional Class of 2026 and Platform Party

WELCOME AND OPENING REMARKS

John E. Vitale, M.H.S., Ph.D., PA(ASCP), Dean of the Westbrook College of Health Professions,  
Dean of the School of Pharmacy, and Associate Provost for Interprofessional Education

Gwendolyn Mahon, M.Sc., Ph.D., Provost and Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs, University of New England

FACULTY CUP AWARD PRESENTATION

Bernice Mills, M.S., Associate Dean of Student and Clinical Affairs, Westbrook College of Health Professions 

INTRODUCTION OF HONORED GUEST

DISTINGUISHED TEACHING AWARD PRESENTATION

Elizabeth Crampsey, Ed.D., Associate Dean of Academic Affairs, Westbrook College of Health Professions

OUTSTANDING STUDENT AWARD 

Athletic Training: Wayne Lamarre, M.Ed., Program Director

Occupational Therapy: Jessica Walton, M.S., Associate Clinical Professor 

Physician Assistant: Robert Hawkes, M.S., Program Director 

Nurse Anesthesia: Kerianne Flavin, D.N.P., Program Director 

Pharmacy: Conrad Dhing, Ph.D., Senior Associate Dean, School of Pharmacy 

Physical Therapy: Sally McCormack Tutt, Ed.D., Program Director 

PRESENTATION OF HOODS

Departmental Faculty

CLOSING REMARKS

John E. Vitale, M.H.S., Ph.D., PA(ASCP), Dean of the Westbrook College of Health Professions,  
Dean of the School of Pharmacy, and Associate Provost for Interprofessional Education

RECESSIONAL



Ava Margo Creteau 

Nathan R. Cuttitta 

Emily Frances Cecilia DeBeradinis 

Danielle Hloy Demetriades 

Piper Noella Desorcie 

Vivian M. Drogan 

Nicole Marie Dubois 

Jeffrey Doyle Eaton 

Quinn Elliott 

Kelly Kristyn Finlay 

Katrina R. Fischer 

Victoria Ann Flood 

Ashley Marie Goodspeed 

Chelsey Silva Guastucci 

Katelyn Maeve Harrington 

Chloe Marie Holowachuk 

Alexis Irene Walther Jacobson 

Hannah Alexis Johnson 

Chloe Rose Maczuba 

Colin Mark McClure 

Brendan David Mercier 

Aliyah Rose Murphy 

Steven Murray 

Ngoc Minh Tri Nguyen 

Elizabeth Ann O’Neil 

Natalie A. Pinkowski 

Madison Elizabeth Rawnsley 

Isabella Grace Reil 

Matthew Thomas Robson 

Jackson D. Sanguily 

Molly Elizabeth Searway 

Amaan Shaikh 

Hannah Grace Sorensen 

Kierstin A. Stritch 

Kaiya M. Sundeen 

Arianna True 

Jessica Lianna Turcotte 

DOCTOR OF  
NURSING PRACTICE

Nurse Anesthesia 

Sean Christopher Baker 

Cole Barski 

Johanna Kathleen Bennett 

Scott Binns 

Benjamin C. Briggs 

Eliza Bulanowski 

Amelia Carolyn Chappell 

Daniel Anthony Chouinard 

Jonathan Clegg 

Brittany Costello 

Kevin John William Coyle 

Siobhan M. Coyle 

Khadine K. Crooks 

Zackary J. Cummings 

Julie Michelle Daniels McCurdy 

Robert Dixson 

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN  
ATHLETIC TRAINING 

Zach George Boulay 

Lauren C. Gaumer 

Trey Marshall Peterson 

Hannah Wessel Richardson 

Courtney Jean Sobolewski 

Margaret Annalee Sperry 

Sean Egan Tuttle 

Haley Jean Vaccarello 

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN  
OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY 

Jared Dennis Benoit 

Evan Thomas Brohan 

Macie Lane Browne 

Peyton Dana Clark 

Ciara R. Foley 

Abbigail Cherish Fournier 

Jenny Elizabeth Frick 

Chloe Jeanne Graham 

Lauren S. Green 

Sara Grace Grenier 

Elizabeth M. Hamilton 

Leon Havlicek 

Catherine Elizabeth Higgins 

Meghan M. LaPlante 

Jaimie Elizabeth Linchey 

Corey James Markland 

Kathryn O. McEachen 

Katelyn M. McKenzie 

Brianna Jean Michaud-Nolan 

Allison Morin 

Amanda Cecilia Olbrys 

Alexandra Marie Oldenburg 

Mackayla Lynne O’Meara 

Gabriela Alexa Puentes 

Erin Grace Quinty 

Isabella Grace Richardson 

Jack Bradford Rogers 

Mohamed Hasan Shaikh 

Alexis Mariah Tardy 

Amelia Marie Teta 

Mackenzie Arleen Truman 

Julia Elizabeth Yvonne White 

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN  
PHYSICIAN ASSISTANT 

Allison Christine Ainley 

Linnea P. Andersson 

Cody Joseph Boivin 

Emma Madeline Bossaert 

Samantha Jo Bristow 

Jacob N. Budke 

Patrick Sean Burns 

Elizabeth C. Christy 

CANDIDATES FOR HOODING



DOCTOR OF  
PHYSICAL THERAPY 

Mary Bashaw 

Zachary Logan Beauvais 

Holly Benzi 

Ryleigh June Zdzislawa Bies 

Courtney Cheyenne Brown 

Drew David Cairns 

Margaret E. Chang 

Carrie Elizabeth Chase 

Kenneth J. Colby 

Brittany N. Conley 

Jacob Ryan Cort 

Amy Catherine Costello 

Christopher Fausto Cruz y Corro 

Vincente Charles DeBack 

Michael Demko 

Taylor Elsesser 

Ava Michele Embrey 

Matthew Robert Eramian 

Ryan O. Erickson 

Maria Jeanette Fabiano 

Kyla Ashley Gallup 

Andrew Michael Gendreau 

Angela Yunxue He 

Cailen Benjamin Hitz 

Olivia Grace Howe 

Sidney Lynn Hurst 

Olivia Boudreau Inman 

Kasey Coyle Jones 

Jacqueline Ann Keller 

Lily Margaret Kersey 

Courtney C. Klausen 

Loren Annette Klein 

Leanna R. Kline 

Helen Lam 

Chase Guy Lamontagne 

Benson Lin 

Eliana Terez Madwed 

Mikayla Marie Matos 

Evan A. Moulton 

Sophia L. Oliver 

Victoria R. Panian 

Rachel Conover Parker 

Julia Leigh Pezzuco 

Dell Rocco Pike 

Robert Louis Prentiss 

Gage Michael Prezioso 

Anna Nataile Savage 

Marcel Sousa 

Michael Joseph Szura Jr.

Erin McNamara Doliner 

Alexandra Katie Gervais 

Joshua Gregory Gibbs 

Lynn Christine Gilbody 

Morriana Cheaye Hall 

Christopher J. Hibbard 

Jacob Shawn Hibbert 

Kitty Hoang 

Benjamin James Kinsella 

Luke Taylor Lauchert 

Chad Edward Lawrence 

Abigail Emery Lee 

Jenna Rose McCaffrey 

Jordan Mae McKenzie 

Tajana Milos 

Kayla Marie Mitchell 

Stephanie Lima Moniz 

Mark Charles O’Brien 

Oluwaseun A. Ogunbamise 

Alyssa Shane Pangilinan Pamintuan 

Jillian M. Paquette 

Kimberly Ivonne Ridill 

Rachelle Anne Marie Robles 

Ryan Russell Rossignol 

Kerien Stevens 

Shannon Elizabeth Stuart 

Andrew Craig Toothaker 

Kristina Vigue 

Hannah Zawila 

DOCTOR OF PHARMACY 

Sydney Rae Ames 

Joshua Garrett Bach 

Aryanna Leigh Beal 

Paige Elizabeth Boggis 

Erin Nicole Bradstreet 

Brianna Marie Burke 

Emily Elizabeth Doten 

Brooke Ashley Eddy 

Denali Abella Eyles 

Ray Fan 

Ethan Clarence Gagnon 

Molly Eesa Dutil Gordon 

Sara Haddad 

Rita Hamwi 

Casey Bao Tran Huynh 

Zeinab Jamalabadi 

Evan Scott Miller 

Julia Rose Murch 

Allison Jane Oehrlein 

Abigail Mae Ouellette 

Alyviah Madison Paquette 

Taylor Katherine Perry 

Alexis Irene Radziewicz 

Nathan Malik Rivera Ayala 

Katelynn Roy 

Ian Michael Souther 

Carmella Lynn St. Pierre 

Sydney Allain Townsend 

Ryan James White 

Kelsey Lynne Wilson 



VICE PRESIDENTS

Jennifer I. DeBurro, Ed.D.
Dean of Students and Vice President of 
Student Aff airs

Sarah Delage, B.S.
Associate Vice President of Communicati ons

Alicia Fereday, MBA
Vice President for Insti tuti onal Advancement

Meghan Haley, B.S.
Vice President of Admissions and Marketi ng

Bobbie Kallner, B.S.
Chief Human Resources Offi  cer and 
Vice President of Human Resources

Ron Schneider, J.D.
General Counsel and Vice President of Legal Aff airs

Dawn G. Stoyanoff , Ph.D.
Vice President of Informati on Technology 
and Chief Informati on Offi  cer

Alan Thibeault, B.S.
Vice President for University Operati ons

John Tumiel, M.A., OTR/L
Vice President for Board Relati ons, Senior Advisor 
to the President, and Chief Compliance Offi  cer

COLLEGE DEANS

John Austi n, Ph.D.
Dean of the Honors College

Jane E. Carreiro, D.O. ’88
Dean of the College of Osteopathic Medicine 
and Vice President for Health Aff airs

Nicole S. Kimmes, D.D.S.
Dean of the College of Dental Medicine

Norm O’Reilly, Ph.D.
Dean of the College of Business

Wesley Renfro, Ph.D.
Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences

Beth Taylor-Nolan, Ed.D.
Dean of the College of Professional Studies

John E. Vitale, M.H.S., Ph.D., PA(ASCP)
Dean of the Westbrook College of Health Professions, 
Dean of the School of Pharmacy, and Associate 
Provost for Interprofessional Educati on

SENIOR ADMINISTRATION

James D. Herbert, Ph.D.
President

Gwendolyn Mahon, M.Sc., Ph.D.
Provost and Senior Vice President 
for Academic Aff airs

Jim Irwin, M.S., CPA
Senior Vice President of Finance 
and Administrati on

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

OFFICERS
Regen Gallagher ’95, MBA, D.O. ’99, Chair
James D. Herbert, Ph.D., President (ex-offi  cio)
Cheri Walker, CPA, Vice Chair
Mason “Skip” Irving, III, MBA, Secretary
Larry Wold, Treasurer

MEMBERS
Jim Brady
Abigail Carroll, M.I.A.
Todd Cesca ’96, M.P.A., CRPC
Calen B. Colby, PE
David Engle, M.S.
Brian Gagnon, MBA
Fran Girard
Suzanne Iovanna ’86
Robert T. Leonard, D.O. ’86
Mark Malone, CCIM
Dan McCormack, MBA
Dimitri Michaud, MBA
Julie Mostov, Ph.D.
Ford S. Reiche, J.D.
Richard Roderick, M.S., MBA
Aleister Saunders, Ph.D.
Justi n H. Schair, MBA
Stephen C. Shannon, D.O. ’86, M.P.H.
Kate Snyder, M.P.P.M.
Cathy Trower, Ph.D.

TRUSTEE EMERITUS
Vincent E. Furey, Jr.
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