
RE-Elect Donna Loriag 

Penobscot Nation 

Tribal Representative 


Dear Tribal Members, 

I am honored to be your Representative in the Maine State Legislature. I have served you 

honorably for almost ten years. I stand OD my record. 

During those years we have had some tremendous successes and some painful failures. 


This past legislative session saw a bill submitted by the Tribal State Work Group 

(TSWG) faiL This bill would have made changes to the Settlement Act that the tribes 

have been wanting for years. (The Settlement Act favors the State ofMaine and has been 

used continuously to erode our sovereignty.) This Tribal State Work Group was first 

created by executive order of Governor John Baldacci at the request of The Maine Indian 

tribal State Commission (MJTSC). 

MlTSC was given the responsibility to facilitate it. The TSWG later was continued by a 


Joint Resolution of the Legislature. This allowed the work group to have a Senate and 

House Chair. MJTSC pr.ovided staff and facilitated the meerings. 

It was my position that the Penobscot Nation should spelld its time and resources 


workillg to terminate the Settlement Act rather than to convince tbe legislature to 

cba nge it. I did not support this work group nor did] participate in it. I saw the effort as a 

huge waste of tribal resources and staff time. I also saw it as a diversionary tactic to take 

away our attention from what we should be doing which was figuring out how to 

eliminate or abrogate the Act. We wasted aJmost two years on this effort. 


Then to top it all off this bill carne on the heels of the slots bill . The slots bill was 

defeated by the stroke of a pen by Governor Baldacci_ The House failed to override the 

veto by two votes and he interfered with the legislative process when I asked for the bill 

to be held. He intimidated the Majority leader into letting the bill go and thereby killing 

it, This Governor is Dot our friend and be is in office for two more years. 


We did have one success and that was a bill r sponsored that would eliminate the Bingo 

fee. The fee was not elintinated but was decreased to $25,000 dollars for 08 and $25,000 

dollars for 09. The ree is normally $50,000 a year. A small victory. 


We need an experienced Representative in Augusta. We need someone who knows 

what 's going on and someone who understands what is happening. We need someone 

who can cut through the political fog with laser precision. I am that person; I have the 

experience and the necessary legislative knowledge. 


I bave and always will protect tbe Sovereignty of our Nation. 
Please vote for me on September 13tb 



Dear Tribal Members, 
I am asking for your vote on September 13th 

. I have served the Penobscot Nation honorably 
and proudly for almost a decade. 
I have served five tcnns as the tribal Representative and have been highly effective . 
Highlights: 

• 	 Written and sponsored the Maine Indian History Act, an Act that reqwres Maine 
Indian History to be taught in all of Maine' s public schools. It is now law. 

• 	 Established the first • State of the Tribes Address' where the Chiefs formally 
addressed a Joint Session of the Maine State Legislature. Our voices were heard 
simultaneously over radio and television Statewide for the first time in Maine 
history. 

• 	 Cosponsored the Offensive names bill a biD that removed the " S" word from State 
maps and public places. 

• 	 Sponsored a resolution to support the United Nations Resolution recognizing 
Indigenous Rights. This sets the stage for Maine to be held accountable at the 
United Nations and throughout the World. 

• 	 Sponsored a bill that was passed into law to reduce the Penobscot Nation Bingo 
fees for two years from $50,000 dollars a year to $25,000 dollars for 08 and 09. 

• 	 I have written a permanent record in the form of a book titled " In the Shadow of 
The Eagle a Tribal Representative in Maine. No other Tribal Representative has 
left a written record of inside legislative events. It is a testament to our unequal 
treatment. 

We have struggled for economic equality and have been denied the tools . 
The same individual, Governor John Baldacci, who has denied us economic equality at every 
tum, will be in office for the next two years. This Governor is not our friend. He is making 
appointments of his cronies in influential places and making sure his legacy of economic 
inequality is carried on. 
We need M experienced knowledgeable Representative in the Legislature during this time, 
one that can understand these transitions and can cut through the political smoke screens. We 
need to see clearly the possible effects of his actions on our tribe. j will work closdy with the 
Chiefand Council to keep them informed of these changing events . We need to be prepared. 
I fully suppon the decision ofour tribal Chief to cut tics with the State. I have also stated that 

we need to lenninate the Land Claims Settlement Act as it is being used to erodc our 
sovereignty through Slate Court decisions. 
I further support the withdrawal ofour members from the Maine Indian Tribal State 

Commission. MITSC is a creature born from the Settlement Act and was created by the 
Maine Implemcotation Act. Even though it has Indian in its title that does not make it a tribal 
entity. rfwe return to MITSC we return to the State and the Settlement Act. 

I have and always will pl"otect the sovel"eignty of the Penobscot Nation oyer and above 
State, Organizations and Individual interests. 

I ask fOI" your vote on Septembel" 13th 

Woliwoni 

Donna M Loring 



Dear Tribal Members, 
I am writing to ask for your vote on Tuesday November 9th. 

It is my decision to run for this Council seat in order to continue my service 
to the tribe. I wish to share my resources and knowledge. I cannot think of a 
better way to do this then as a member of tribal council. We have many 
issues to be addressed in the areas of tribal sovereignty, economic 
development, environment, education, health and social services, emergency 
services and public safety. 

I have served the tribe honorably for eight years (four terms) as the 
tribal representative and during those years I have acquired an enormous 
amount of knowledge about the inner workings of the legislature and State 
government. I have made many liiends in the legislature and State 
government. I am also very familiar with the University system, Judicial 
system and have countless liiends and contacts able to can help us in the 
private sector. 
I know I can be a valuable and effective council member. 

There. au-samaDY people rumliDg for this seat I ask you to please 
make (he effOI"t-tovote1oc.mein ,lh"--p , • 
Top 5 Reasons 10 VOle for Donna Loring: 

~ Proven Leadership: Served 8 successful years, 4 terms, as Tribal 
Representative 

~ Highly Effective: Sponsored and wrote the Maine Indian history 
Act. Created and advocated for a State of the Tribes Address 
before a Joint Session of the Maine State Legislature. First time in 
Maine History Chiefs allowed to address the legislature. 
Commitment to Economic Development: Worked tirelessly on 
the Casino Issue for the tribe. Had a vision and helped found Four 
Directions Development Corporations. 

~ Experience: Worked for over 7 years for the Penobscot Nation as 
Police Chief and 8 years in the legislature 

~ KnOWledge: Serves on numerous statewide/university committees 
that positively effect government policy. 

Woliwon 

Donna Loring 
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"I've spent 7'12 year.> in the State House fighting 
for my community. I want to continue that fight in 
the State Senate as we work to improve education, 
research and development, healthcare, veterans' 
and senior citizens' issues for all Maine people. 
We need to under.>tand global environmental and 
economic challenges. We must be proactive and 
not reactive. Please give me your vote in November 
for a brighter tomorrow." Donna Loring 

Accomplishments: 
• Rrst Chair of the Maine Commission on Women Veterans; held first ever 

statewide conference for Women Veterans 
• Crafted and sponsored the Maine Indian History Act. signed into law on 

June 14th, 2001 by former Govemor Angus King 
• Created FDDC, a tribally governed financial community development 

institute 
• Created the concept and sponsored the first State of the Tribes Address in 

Maine History 
• Graduate of Flemming Fellows Leadership Institute 200 I and Eleanor 

Roosevelt Leadership Institute 2002. 

Experience: 
• Penobscot Indian Nation's Representative to the Maine House of 

Representatives, 1997-2004 
• Penobscot Nation Coordinator of Tribal, State and Intemational Relations 
• Appointed by Governor Baldacci to the New England Board of Higher 

Education 
• Graduate of Maine Criminal Justice Academy 
• 15 years experience in law enforcement 
• Director of Bowdoin College Security, July 1992 - March 1997 
• Maine Community Foundation Board of Directors 
• Vietnam Veteran, Communication Specialist Long Binh, Vietnam 1967-1968 
• President. FDDC (Four Directions Development Corporation) 
• Member of Advisory Committee, CEI (Coastal Enterprises, Inc.) 

Context Donna Loring at 7374422 
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