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Summary Information

Repository: Maine Women Writers Collection
Creator: Kesder, Carol Farley
Title: Carol Farley Kessler papers, 1970-2015
ID: 0064
Date [inclusive]: 1970-2015
Physical Description: 8.5 linear feet 230 folders

Language of the English
Material:

Preferred Citation

Carol Farley Kesser papers, Maine Women Writers Collection, University of New England,
Portland, Maine.
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Biographical / Historical

Carol Farley Kessler was born May 9, 1936, in Grove City, Pennsylvania, where her father Louis Riley
Farley, D.O. (1907-1962) was completing a surgical residency. Kessler’s mother was Emily Josephine
Puder Farley (1908-2004), aformer Latin teacher in Wilmington, Delaware. Kessler’ s sister Janet Farley
Jones was born November 13, 1938. In January 1939, the family moved to Portland, Maine where Dr.
Farley joined the staff of the Osteopathic Hospital of Maine on Brighton Avenue. Kessler graduated
from Deering High School in 1954, from Swarthmore College in 1958, and from Harvard Graduate
School of Education in 1959. She taught two years at East High School, in Rochester, New Y ork, then
married Swarthmore classmate Dietrich Kessler in 1962 (divorced 1989), and taught two more years at
West High School, Madison, Wisconsin. The couple had two children: Jonathan and Melissa. Kessler
completed a Ph.D. in 1977 with a dissertation ""The Woman's Hour": Life and Novels of Elizabeth
Stuart Phelps (1844 1911)." Kesdler filled several adjunct positions before accepting atenure track
assistant professorship at Penn State’'s Mont Alto campus for two years, then received an NEH grant to
research U.S. women's utopias at the Library of Congress, before she settled on the Delaware County
[now Brandywine] campus for the remainder of her Penn State University career of twenty more years,
retiring in 2001. She published two editions of an anthology of U.S. women'’s utopian writing, Daring to
Dream (1984, 1995), and a study of the sources of Charlotte Perkins Gilman’s utopian writing (1995).
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She contributed the Phelps selection to the then-newly conceptualized Heath Anthology of American
Literature (1989). Over her career, Kessler received one American Philosophical Society and four NEH
research grants, as well as a Fulbright lectureship. She was active in the Modern Language Association,
especialy its Division of Women's Studies in Language and Literature, in the Society for Utopian
Studies, where she served aterm as head, and the National Women’s Studies Association. At Penn State
she served as the Women'’ s Studies liaison among the Commonwealth Campuses. During her final year
at Penn State Brandywine, she received the Women’s Commission Woman of the Y ear Award and the
Madlyn L. Hanes Faculty Award for Achievement as Teacher, Scholar, Advisor, and Leader. After
Kesser's 2001 return to Portland, she served as the MWWC's Acting Healy Professor during 2007-2008.
Later, Jennifer S. Tuttle and Kessler co-edited Charlotte Perkins Gilman: New Texts, New Contexts,
appearing in 2011.

A Return to Table of Contents

Scope and Contents

The papers include manuscripts, correspondence, articles, reviews, research papers and background
materials, photographs and artifacts. I. Biography includes transcripts, statement of purpose, curriculum
vitae (C.V.), arecord of citations of Kessler’sresearch, and her first 7th & 8th grade publications. I1.
Research includes drafts and publications of research articles on: Elizabeth Stuart Phelps (1844-1911)
and her mother of the same name (1815-1852), including a set of slides to accompany alecture
documenting locales relevant to the Phelpses; Charlotte Perkins Gilman (1860-1935); and on U.S.
women writers of utopias, as well as correspondence concerning the publications resulting from the
research. Concerning Phelps, there are data cards recording her correspondence, with the technical tools
for creating and using the cards, as well as note cards for each of her many serial publications and each
story in her five collected volumes of short stories. Thereis a substantial amount of primary source
material concerning utopist Mary Griffith (1772-1846, dates newly discovered and corrected by Kessler).
[11. Teaching includes miscellaneous materials for coursesin U.S. literature—especially by women and
marginalized ethnicities, in American Studies, and in Women's Studies. Among these are two sets of
slides (quilts made by women and advertisements exhibiting sexism), syllabi, teaching notes for several
women writers (L.M. Alcott, W. Cather, JW. Howe, S.O. Jewett, H.B. Stowe), dossier for promotion
to Professor, teaching materials for a Senior Fulbright Lectureship in Presov, Slovakia, 1995-1996, and
Penn State appreciations at retirement. Also included are several articles on strategies of pedagogy that
Kessler favored.

N Return to Table of Contents

Arrangement

The collection is organized as three series: 1) Biographical; 2) Research; 3) Teaching.
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Administrative I nformation

Publication Statement

Maine Women Writers Collection

Abplanalp Library

University of New England

716 Stevens Avenue

Portland, Maine 04103
cmiller10@une.edu

URL: http://www.une.edu/mwwc

Conditions Governing Access

Collection is open for research.

Conditions Governing Use

For permission to reproduce or publish, please contact the Curator of the Maine Women Writers
Collection.
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Related M aterials

Related M aterials

LouisRiley Farley, D.O. (1907-1962), New England Osteopathic Heritage Center, Ketchum Library,
University of New England, Biddeford, Maine [ This archive was compiled by Kessler and her sister.]

Related M aterials

Carol Farley Kessler, Faculty Publications, Paterno Library, Eberly Family Specia Collections,
University Archives, Pennsylvania State University, University Park, Pennsylvania
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Controlled Access Headings

e  United States -- History

e Teaching

*  Manuscripts

*  Correspondence

*  Photographs

o Slides

Clippings

 Kesder, Carol Farley

*  Ward, Elizabeth Stuart Phelps, 1844-1911
*  Gilman, Charlotte Perkins, 1860-1935
e Griffith, Mary, -1846

Collection Inventory

Biographical, 1949-19772006-2015

Physical Description: 7 folders

Title/Description Instances
Lincolnian, 1949-1950 box 1 folder 001
Transcripts, 1958-1977 box 1 folder 002
Research Recognition, 2006-2007 box 1 folder 003
Contemporary Authors Online, 2007 box 1 folder 004
Portland Activities: UNE, MHS, 2008-2010 box 1 folder 005
Research Citations, 2015 box 1 folder 006
C.V. 2015 box 1 folder 007

N Return to Table of Contents

Resear ch, 1946-2008 (1970-2008)

Title/Description Instances

W.S. Merwin grad paper, 1970 box 1 folder 001
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E. Jong grad class notes; A. Sexton, 1972-1973 box 1 folder 002
"Ten Tulpehocken Inventories', 1973-1974 box 1 folder 003
Notes for Alcott paper, 1974 box 1 folder 004
Seria publications by Alcott, 19th century, 1974 box 1 folder 005
L.M. Alcott grad papers, 1974 box 1 folder 006
U. Penn dissertation proposal: E.S. Phelps, 1975 box 1 folder 007
CFK correspondence re: E.S.P. bibliography, 1970-1979 box 1 folder 008
Phelps PhD. dissertation outline, family trees, 1970-1979 box 1 folder 009
PhD. Dissertation Notes, 1970-1979 box 1 folder 010
Phelps' father Austin (1820-1890), undated box 1 folder 011
Phelps' mother Elizabeth (1815-1852), undated box 1 folder 012
Andover, MA/Phelps home, undated box 1 folder 013
Phelps images, 1946, undated box 1 folder 014
Phelps' chronology drafts, undated box 1 folder 015
Phelps family chronol ogies/dissertation notes, undated box 1 folder 016
Phelps' obits (1911), undated box 1 folder 017
Phelps' biography/criticism, 1970-1979 box 1 folder 018
ESP dissertation writing notes, 1976 box 2 folder 019
Notes: Phelps works, 1970-1979 box 2 folder 020
Backgrounds for The Gates Ajar (1868), undated box 2 folder 021
M assachusetts suffrage background, 18th-19th century, undated box 2 folder 022
Reviews for Gates Ajar, undated box 2 folder 023
Uncollected stories by ESP/copies (1860-1881)/list of Atlantic box 2 folder 024
stories, undated

Uncollected stories by ESP/copies, undated box 2 folder 025
ESP seridl articles from 1870-1893, undated box 2 folder 026
Notes on ESP essays 1873, 1889, undated box 2 folder 027
ESP Atlantic Monthly essays (January & February 1876), undated box 2 folder 028
Woman's Journal (1871-1873) by and about ESP, undated box 2 folder 029
Phelps manuscript: "Abigail Adams' (1876), undated box 2 folder 030
Phel ps manuscript: "Decollecte in Modern Life" (1890), undated box 2 folder 031
Phelps: "The Mora Element in Fiction" (1896), undated box 2 folder 032

ESP Address "Cruelty to Animals' (1903), undated
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box 2 folder 033
ESP " Stories that Stay" (1910), undated box 2 folder 034
Notes on stories by ESP (1906, 1908-1909), 1977-1982 box 2 folder 035
Phelps poetry, undated box 2 folder 036
Phelps & W.D. Howells (1867, 1882, 1887, 1902), undated box 2 folder 037
ESPon"JT. Fields" (1881), 1970-1979 box 2 folder 038
ESPon"M.A. Livermore" (1883), 1970-1979 box 2 folder 039
ESPon "E.R. Sill" (1887-1888), 1970 box 2 folder 040
ESP on "P. Brooks" (1893), 1970 box 2 folder 041
ESP on "J.G. Whittier" (1893), undated box 2 folder 042
U. Penn. dissertation copyright, 1978 box 2 folder 043
Phelps' |etter requests, 1979 box 3 folder 044
American Philosophical Society: Grantees Reportsre: E.S. Phelps,  box 3 folder 045
1979
Bibliography: Mothers and Daughter in Literature in The Lost box 3 folder 046
Tradition, 1979-1980
ESP correspondence with G. Eliot (copies), 19761979 box 3 folder 047
British women read by ESP, 1970 box 3 folder 048
CFK queries on ESP, 1970-1982 box 3 folder 049
ESP archival and site notes, 1970-1982 box 3 folder 050
Popular Culture Association paper "Reservations...", 1976 box 3 folder 051
The Lion and The Unicorn (re: LouisaMay Alcott), 19771979 box 3 folder 052
Phelps & L.M. Alcott, 1977-1985 box 3 folder 053
Modern Language Association "Mock Heroics', 1977 box 3 folder 054
Sundry correspondence, (1978-80, 1999) box 3 folder 055
Charlotte Perkins Gilman (1869-1935) verse (MLA talk, RATFI box 3 folder 056
publication), 19781989
Greater Boston Phelps' Venues (slide talk background), 1977-1980  box 3 folder 057
ESP early dide talk versions, 1980 box 3 folder 058
ESP dlide talk notecards, 1980 box 3 folder 059
ESP slide talk texts, 1980 box 3 folder 060
ESP dlide talk - dides and photos, 1980 box 4 folder 061
NEH proposal: Daring to Dream, and book proposal, 1980 box 4 folder 062

PSU Mont Alto news articles, 1980-1981
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box 4 folder 063
FRONTIERS, val. 3: "ESP: Mother & Daughter”, 1981 box 4 folder 064
"Afro-American 19th century Women Writers' (delivered paper), box 4 folder 065
19811983
"Thicket Street Throng" MEMLA (ESP), 1981 box 4 folder 066
PSU, LA Review note on CFK research, 1981 box 4 folder 067
American Women Writers (vol. 3 & 4), 19811982 box 4 folder 068
Twayne: Elizabeth Stuart Phelps (contract, ads), 1982 box 4 folder 069
Letters found by J. Tuttle concerning ESP's health (cites CFK box 4 folder 070
work), 19771982
Chapter 5, Elizabeth Stuart Phelps, 19622002 box 4 folder 071
"Gender Advertisements' paper for NWSA Conference, 1982 box 4 folder 072
Book contract Daring to Dream (1st ed.) + tax documents, 1982 box 4 folder 073
"Communities of Sisters...." (Mid-Atlantic Women's Studies box 4 folder 074
Assn), 1983
"The Heavenly Utopia of ES Phelps', 19832002 box 4 folder 075
"Perils of Perfection”, 1984 box 4 folder 076
Legacy "Profile": ES Phelps, 1984 box 4 folder 078
ESP's"Comrades’, 1984 box 4 folder 079
Daring to dream (Appleton, 1848), 1984 box 4 folder 080
"Women Daring to Speak™ (Society for Utopian Studies box 4 folder 081
Conference), 1984
Daring to Dream (Howland, 1874), 1984 box 4 folder 082
Photographs and articles (PS Brandywine), (1984, 1997, undated) box 4 folder 083
ESPs, mother and daughter, 1985 box 4 folder 084
"Fables toward our Future" (Co-editor of JGE: Journal of Genera box 4 folder 085
Education), 1985
"Notes Toward a Bibliography: Women's Utopian Writing, box 4 folder 086
1836-1899", Legacy 2.2, 1985
"Daring to Dream" (paper delivered at Calabria Conference & box 4 folder 087
published in Rome, Italy), 1986
Woman on the Edge of Time: A Novel "To Be of Use", box 4 folder 088
Extrapolation 28.4, 1987
CFK evaluation of anthology of Elizabeth Stuart Phelps, 1987 box 4 folder 089
"Women Daring to Speak: U.S. Women's Feminist Utopias', box 4 folder 090

Utopian Studies |1, 1989
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Daring to Dream (1984), ads, booktalk, etc., 1985-1989 box 4 folder 091
Reviews of Daring to Dream (1984), 1985-1986 box 4 folder 092
Martha S. Bendey Bruere (obits, letters to CP Gilman, pub. box 4 folder 093
excerpts), 1983-1984

Bruere: Survey essays (1923-1928); Survey Graphic (1934, 1938);  box 4 folder 094
Current History (1927), 1983

Bruere, Mildred Carver, U.S.A. (1919), 1984 box 5 folder 095
Bruere: Scissors cuts serial illustrations, 1984 box 5 folder 096
Avis Introduction: Readings on Marriage and Gender box 5 folder 097
Stereotyping, 1984

Avis Introduction: Mrs. H. Adams, 1984 box 5 folder 098
AvisIntroduction: E.B. Browning's poetry, including Aurora box 5 folder 099
Leigh, 1984

ESP Auvis criticism/Sphinx, undated box 5 folder 100
Phelps Avis (1877), 1970-1985 box 5 folder 101
Avisfootnotes, 1 of 2; "True Woman" essay, 1984 box 5 folder 102
Avisfootnotes 2 of 2, 1984 box 5 folder 103
Avis: Rutgers UP editor correspondence with L. Mitchner, box 5 folder 104
1984-1991

Avis cover, 1984 box 5 folder 105
The Story of Avis (1985 edition) ads, correspondence with box 5 folder 106
Rutgers UP, 1985-1987

Reviews for 1985 edition of Avis (note from May Sarton), box 5 folder 107
1984-1992

NEH grant application (Utopias), 1988-1989 box 5 folder 108
"Bibliography of Utopian Fiction by United States Women, box 5 folder 109
1836-1988", 1990

"The Grand Marital Revolution: Two Feminist Utopias, 1874, box 5 folder 110
1919" Tennessee Studiesin Literature, v. 32, 1990

Heath American Literature: Phelps contribution and box 5 folder 111
correspondence, 1983-1990

Heath Anthology American Literature (newsletters 1, 21, 22, 27, box 5 folder 112
28), 1988, 2000-2001, 2004-2005

"Matriarchy," draft for Oxford Companion to Women's Writing in box 6 folder 113
the U.S., 1995

Oxford Companion to Women's Writing in the U.S.: Utopia, box 6 folder 114

Phelpses, Matriarchy, 1995
Utopian Studies: 3 book reviews (6.1; 6.2; 9.2), 19951998
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box 6 folder 115
Resources for American Literature Study: 2 book reviews (21.1 & box 6 folder 116
26.1), 19952000
Possible blog of ESP, 1997 box 6 folder 117
ESP, Twayne contract (1981) and reversion, 1981, 1997 box 6 folder 118
Story of Avis (excerpt and instructor's guide, Heath, v. 2), 1998 box 6 folder 113
NEMLA, Towson University (biography of ESP), 1998 box 6 folder 120
NEMLA conference notes & handouts, 1998 box 6 folder 121
7 reference articles: Guide to Women's Writing in English box 6 folder 122
(Gilman, Phelps, Phelps, Silko, Stowe, Walker, Y amamuto), 1999
Women's Studies Encyclopedia ("U.S. Novels' & "U.S. Utopias'),  box 6 folder 123
1999
New England Quarterly: 2 book reviews (72.2 & 73.4), 1999, box 6 folder 124
2000
Gilman letters, 1981-1991 box 6 folder 125
Radcliffe correspondence re: Charlotte Perkins Gilman and other box 6 folder 126
correspondence, 1987-1989
Notes on CPG materials at Radcliffe, 1987-1989 box 6 folder 127
Radcliffe nonfiction by CPG + notes, 1987-1989 box 6 folder 128
NEH fellowship: Utopias (including CP Gilman), 1988-1989 box 6 folder 129
CPG essays (Scharnhorst bibliography), 1989 box 6 folder 130
Contract CPG book: University of North Carolina Press, 1989 box 6 folder 131
Society for Utopian Studies Conference: "CPG: Consider the box 6 folder 132
Ways', 1990
Fourth International | nterdisciplinary Congress on Women: "CPG:  box 6 folder 133
Consider Her Ways', 1990
CPG, Chapter 4, 1990 box 6 folder 134
Penn State travelling lecture series. CPG, 1990-1991 box 6 folder 135
"Cultural Work of CPG's Utopian Stories, 1908-1913", 1990-1997  box 6 folder 136
Charlotte Perkins Gilman Society (Newsletter, Correspondence & box 6 folder 137
201 Conference Program), 1990-2001
Contract for Daring to Dream (2nd edition), 1990 box 6 folder 138
American Literature Association Conference: Consider Her box 6 folder 139
Ways', 1991
C.P. Gilman" in Modern American Women Writers, 1991, 1993 box 6 folder 140
E.S. Phelps: "At Bay" (1867), 1991 box 6 folder 141
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Quotation from S. Zagarell in CPG, pg. 3, 1991 box 6 folder 142
CPG on literature, (undated, 1991) box 6 folder 143
Correspondence: C. White re: Rutgers UP volume on "Y ellow box 6 folder 144
Wall Paper"; C. Davidson re: American Literature on CP Gilman,

1992

CPG: Notes on 3 books (Children, Home, Man-Made), undated box 6 folder 145
CPG: notes on Women & Economics + essays, undated box 6 folder 146
3 plays by CPG, undated box 6 folder 147
CPG: What Diantha Did (1910), undated box 6 folder 148
CPG Utopian stories (mostly Forerunner), undated box 6 folder 149
Contract CPG book: Syracuse UP, 1992 box 7 folder 150
CPG: Syracuse UP - editing and promotion, 1992-1994 box 7 folder 151
CPG: Syracuse UP - preparation and marketing, 1994 box 7 folder 152
3 versions of CPG: chapter 4 for conference papers, 1994 box 7 folder 153
Emily Dickinson paper + research proposal, 1994 box 7 folder 154
Review articles of CPG publication for Utopian Studies, box 7 folder 155
1994-1995

Review article of CPG publicationsin Belles Lettres, 1995 box 7 folder 156
CPG short stories to go to press for book, 1995 box 7 folder 157
In CPG: A Study of the Short Fiction, 1995-1997 box 7 folder 158
Fulbright Research Talks, 1995-1996 box 7 folder 159
2nd International CPG Conference (Skidmore College), 1997 box 7 folder 160
"Dreaming Always..." on CP Gilman for 2nd International box 7 folder 161
Conference, 1997-2001

American National Biography, volume 17, E.S. Phelps, 1999 box 7 folder 162
"Dreaming Always of Lovely Things Beyond": CPG's Source box 7 folder 163
Materias, 1997-2000

Society for Utopian Studies Conference paper (unreviewed), 2000 box 7 folder 164
Dictionary of Literary Utopias, Paris (6 articles: Cridge, Gilman, box 7 folder 165
Griffith, Phelps), 2000

Utopias Discovered (Society for Utopian Studies newsletter), 2001 box 7 folder 166
Society for the Study of American Women Writers newsl etters, box 7 folder 167
2000-2010

SSAWW Conferences, 2001-2003 box 7 folder 168
Contract: rpf. Chapter 12 ESP (Twayne), 2001 box 7 folder 169
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Review of book manuscript for Alabama UP (collection of Gilman
articles), 2002

Gilman "Y ellow Wall-Paper" article: background articles,
1998-1999

Gilman "Y ellow Wall-Paper" Role play article (correspondence &
drafts), 1999-2000

Gilman, "Y ellow Wall-Paper" Role play article (MLA contract,
correspondence, draft), 2001-2003

Gilman, "Y ellow Wall-Paper" Role Play article, 2003

Book Review, American Literature (74.1 & 77.4), 2002, 2005
Book review: NWSA Journal (15.2), 2003

ESP Gates Ajar article (2006), 2004-2006

Sources for Gates Ajar, 2004-2006

Reference article: The Gates Ajar, 2006
Gilman Reads Phelps (based on CFK research on ESP), 2006

CPG: New Texts, New Contexts (Ohio State UP correspondence),
2007-2011

CPG: New Texts, Now Contexts (2011), Article Selection, 2007
CPG: New Texts, New Contexts (2011), Publisher Search, 2007
Book Review: Tulsa Studiesin Women's Literature (28.2), 2009
CPG: New Texts, New Contexts (Deleted Illustrations), 2011

Charlotte Perkins Gilman, 1860-1935 (Reviews of CPG, New
Texts...), 2011-2013

Library correspondence for "Gilman & Armenia', 2010-2011

Charlotte Perkins Gilman, 1860-1935 (Gilman on Armenia" +
bibliographies), 2012

Gilman Articles on Armenia, 2012
A.S. Blackwell on Armenia (colleague of CPG), 2012

"Fanny Fern," 1811-1872 (pseudonym Sara[h] Payson Willis
Parton), 2006

Harriet Prescott Spofford (1835-1921), 2007
Celia Thaxter (UNE Student essay included), 2004

Rachel Carson, 1907-1964 (New Y orker serial, Edge of the Sea,
1955), 2005-2008

Unlisted U.S. Women's Utopias, 1995
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Articlesre: Utopia, (1935, 1971, 1978) box 9 folder 198
Mrs. Mary Griffith, 1772-1846 (original headnote and revision), box 9 folder 199
2001
Mrs. Mary Griffith, 1772-1846 (corrected dates), 2001 box 9 folder 200
M. Griffith materials: Bibliographies, 2001, undated box 9 folder 201
M. Griffith publication correspondence (Bedford, UP of Florida), box 9 folder 202
1998-2002
M. Griffith, Our Neighborhood, or letters..., 1831 box 9 folder 203
M. Griffith materials (articles), 1831, 1838, 1840 box 9 folder 204
M. Griffith materials: Aladdin's Lamp ("Our Women" pp. 10-14), box 9 box 205
1833
M. Griffith materials: Aladdin's Lamp ("Our Women" pp. 10-14), box 9 folder 205
1833
M. Griffith, 300 Y ears Hence (from Camperdown, pp. 1-93), 1836  box 9 folder 206
M. Griffith: Camperdown, 5 short stories, pp. 93-300, (1836), box 9 folder 207
2001
Articles concerning Mary Griffith (1772-1846), 2001, undated box 9 folder 208
M. Griffith: Rutgers University correspondence, 2001 box 9 folder 209
M. Griffith materials from Historical Society of Pennsylvania, box 9 folder 210
2001
M. Griffith: The Two Defaulters (1842), 1983 box 9 folder 211
M. Griffith materials (1815-1842): Historical Society of box 9 folder 212 folder 213
Pennsylvania, 2001

box 9 folder 214
Background notes for Phelps' correspondence (dissertation 1977) box 10 folder 215
and short fiction (TUSAS 1982), 1977, 1982

Physical Characteristicsand Technical
Requirements
usage tools included
A Return to Table of Contents
Teaching, 1978-1990
Title/Description Instances

American Literary Women as Socia Activist (University of box 9 folder 001
Pennsylvania), 1978-1980
Overview of courses taught at Penn State, 1979-2001 box 9 folder 002
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Works taught in ENGL 194: Women Writers (notes on N. Baym box 9 folder 003
for ENGL 194), 19801983

ENGL 194: Women & Work/ESP Silent Partner, 1983 box 9 folder 004
Noteson L.M. Alcott for ENGL 194, 1979-1994 box 9 folder 005
Notes on W. Cather: Song of the Lark for ENGL 194, 1979-1994 box 9 folder 006
Notes on W. Cather for ENGL 194, Sante Fe, NM Conference, box 9 folder 007
1990

Kessler's"The Heath Anthology of American Literature”, 1998 box 11 folder 008

N Return to Table of Contents
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