
Dear Perspec�ve Student: 
 
The occupa�on of dental hygiene has a risk of exposure to bloodborne pathogens. 
Dental hygienists are among the 5.6 million workers in health care and related 
occupa�ons who are at risk of exposure to bloodborne pathogens and other 
poten�ally infec�ous material (OPIM) such as saliva in dental procedures.1 Dental 
professionals handle dental scalers, burs, anesthe�c needles, and other hazardous 
materials daily. 
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