Thank you, Heidi

é&dents, FAthers, Guests, mothers, faculty, sons and daughters----

Welcome to Father's weekend.

This is an exciting time, a time to which many students look forward
all year long. It is a time, though, which is somewhat sad for other
students, for those whose fathﬁrs cannot be here, ZILet us include them
in our thoﬂghts)as well - as?Z;;'activities'of the weekend. In sum,

dear fathers, you have just acquired a few more daughters than you

expected

Heidi ié\ he student most responsible for this weekend and if, events.

You will observe over the next two days that she is a young woman of
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enormous talent and commitment.




THE LEGACIES OF FATHERING.......

The subject tonight is Fathers, fathering,/ worldwide. x What are the legacies
/
!

of fathering.. And what does it mean to be a father in the diverse societies of
re celebrating here this weekend, the diversity of
B%e are to learn about'each other -- about our

similarities and differences.

today's worl

a

Wheaton's s

To the students I would like to say that whether or not yeur father is here

with us, let us reflect upon his influence 4§on your life -~ by his absence,
. K - i »

. ' .. AT NGy Ly . L
by his presence, by his negativeattitudes, or by his = g. Here,

N Commen el :
tonight weﬁ are going to a dialogue about how your fathers® generation

can be helpful to you)as you leave Wheaton and take up your responsibilities as

g

oung women g citizens of a complex world.
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In so doing, remember that garents A-re anple 100. .ME}&:US all right to dis-

cuss each others' weaknesses and strengths. We must communicate our feeling with

one another so as to move on We must speak and we must listen to each other.
b
And, as many students have poingggat to me, we parents are not always very good

at that....

My father, for example, talked little with his two daughters. He found it
difficult to express his love or emotions. When I held his hand as he lay on his
death bed, he smiled at me and I thought of the thousands of conversations éﬁ%ﬁ

we never had.. of all the occasions we neglected.

To the fathers I would point out that this weekend is an occasion for talk.and

/

for listening. Being the modest people you are?I doubt if you fully understand
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the depth of your influence upon your daughters...or how very crucial your

influence is, in shaping her view of the world and of her responsibility to it.
Daughters want to please their fatehrs ( that goes without_ééying). Daughters
want to live up to their parents)expectations. And we all know that is a very

heavy responsilbity.

For the past two years I have lived on the Wheaton campus and have listeniﬁﬁ to

th concerns of our daughters. I have also talked with women and girls in many

other countries. What are their concerns? 2And how can we help our daughters
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g? addesss those concerns? I hope that my comments will commence A
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I A few years ago I was asked to tiavel to six nations in Africa, Asia

and Central America to interview women of diverse backgrounds: illiterate peasants,
mannagers, factory workers and ministers of state. We discussed at length their
perception of the changes taking place in today's world and in their immediate sur-
randings. We spoke of families, work, aspirations ~~ of many issues. But of each

I asked the same question: Who was it that influenced your life the most

as you were growing up, or as da young womarn -~-- your mother ‘or your father?

Regardless of background and culture, in the majority of cases, the reply was
somewhat like this: My mother taught me how to behave, how to be a good woman
and wife -~ BUT =-~- it was my father whose decisions made the difference in my
iife. It was my father who said I must go to schoool --OR-~it was my father who

held me back in ignorance,

Because their fathers were the ultimate authority in the family, the’ fathers'

influence govérned the woman's life, for better or for worse. The mothers were



