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Summary Information

Repository: Maine Women Writers Collection
Creator: Tryon, Kate Allen
Title: Kate Tryon collection
ID: 0374
Date [inclusive]: 1928-1974
Physical Description: 3folders
Physical Description: 18 items 18 paintings

L anguage of the English
Material:

Preferred Citation

Kate Tryon collection, Maine Women Writers Collection, University of New England, Portland,
Maine
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Biographical/Historical Note

Kate Tryon was born in 1865 in Naples, Maine. Her family moved to Portland when she was seven

and she attended Portland High School, where she met her future husband, James L. Tryon, before
moving with her family to upstate New Y ork and finishing school at Massena Academy. The couple
lived in Portland for atime before moving to Boston where K ate became a specia writer for the Boston
advertiser while James studied at Harvard. While typing notes for the famed ornithologist William
Brewster, Tryon decided to support herself by giving lectures on birds. She made slides to accompany
her presentations and became a popular lecturer on New England birds. Tryon continued her studies of
birds and became particularly interested in the English nature writer Richard Jefferies. Kate was eager

to go to England and research English birds but James felt called to attend theological seminary so she
was unable to go at that time. After his schooling, they moved to Attleboro, Massachusetts and started a
church. Though outwardly happy, Kate was frustrated that she was unable to pursue her dreams but soon
enough she was able to study painting at the Rhode Island School of Design. Eventually Kate did go to
England to visit Jefferies birthplace, where she painted and wrote about her experiencesin Adventures
in the vale of the white horse. Her visits there were some of the happiest timesin her life. The manuscript
was eventually published in 2010, 100 years after it was written, in alimited edition of 100. Tryon later
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visited southern France, returning with many paintings. Her manuscript An artist afoot in southern France
was based on that trip. Tryon's paintings have hung in numerous colleges around New England. She died
in 1952,
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Collection Scope and Content

This collection includes newspaper articles, catalogs from a 1972 exhibit of Tryon's work, and a number
of paintings by Tryon. Maine Women Writers Collection also holds a copy of the 2-volume Adventures

in the vale of the white horse and 14 books by Richard Jefferies from Tryon's personal library. Jefferies

titles are all rebound in green with gold-embossed |ettering on the spine. A biographical sketch isfound

in the Sylvia Tryon papers.
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Arrangement

This collection is organized as a single series. Arranged by subject.
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Administrative I nformation

Publication Statement

Maine Women Writers Collection

Abplanalp Library

University of New England

716 Stevens Avenue

Portland, Maine 04103
cmiller10@une.edu

URL.: http://www.une.edu/mwwc
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Access

Collection is open for research.

Publication Rights

For permission to reproduce or publish, please contact the Curator of the Maine Women Writers
Collection.
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Related M aterials

Related M aterials

SylviaTryon collection, Maine Women Writers Collection, University of New England, Portland,
Maine
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Controlled Access Headings

* Naples(Me)

»  Exhibition catalogs
*  Clippings
 Tryon, Kate Allen
* Tryon, Kate Allen

Encoded by:
LauraTaylor
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Coallection Inventory

Title/Description Instances
Copies of newspaper clippings, 1928-1974 Box 23 Folder 001
Exhibit catalog, 1972 Box 23 Folder 002
Newspaper clippings, 1928-1974 Box 23 Folder 003
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