


Thursday, July 8, 1971

- Feedback . ..

the readers speak

Red awareness

Dear Editor:

In the past few years a new picture of the Indian has
been projected in newspapers, magazines, books etc.
This new image has shown the American Indian as be-
ing equal with non-Indians, if not economically, then in-

tellectually.

In short, people are realizing the actual worth of In-
dian Culture and of the Indian as an individual.

The events of the past few months however, makes
one wonder if the people of Maine view the Maine In-
dians as peers or as beings much inferior to the non-
Indians.

On one hand they pat the Indian on the back, tell him
he's doing fine and should be proud etc. and ask when
the next pageant it.

On the other hand, when he gets into trouble with the
law it's another story.

The Maine Indian living on or off the reservation can
no longer hide his head in the samd.

The Indian has always gotten stabbed in the back by
his so called “white brothers”. History does have a
habit of repeating itself.

I am writing this as one Maine Indian to other Maine
Indians. Isn't it about time we stopped playing dead.

If we allow this incident and others like it to go by
unchallenged, then we are indeed as ignorant as the non-
Indian would like to think we are!

Donna M. Loring
Indian Island
Old Town, Me.
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In the past few years 2 new picture of the Indian has been projected,

In Bews papers,mnagasines,books etec, This new imaege hag shown

the American Indian as being equal with none-Indians,if not economiecally

then intellectually.

In short, people are realis the actual worth of Indian Culture
tﬁe ian as an individual,

rho events of the past few months bowever,makes one wonder if

the people of Maine view the Maine Indians as peers or as beings
much erior to the none-Indians,

On one hand they pat the Indian on the back,tell him he's doing fine
and should be proud ete, and ask when the next Pageant is,

Un the other hand,when he gets into trouble with the law

it'a another story.

In;narororing to the murder trial of a younglIndian boy Just recently
ende .
man just 24 yrs of age was on trial for Hurder.
Thn lasted a very short time,mainly because there was not enough
evidence against him to make it last any length of time,
¥hat evidence against him they did have was purely circumstantial,
!ht the lnnhozfotturnnénry(who did not seem be interested,one way
r the other,) a verdict of "Manslaughter"}

They were all very aanxious to return home for the weekend,

All in all,members of the iury remained in good huuor throughout.
One could hear their laughter all the way in the hall, .

I would like to have heard some of their jokes,

they were probably as colored as the verdict!

The Maine Indian living on or off the Reservation can no loager
hide his head in the sand,

The Indian has always gotten stabbed in the back by his so called
"White Brothers"

Higtory does have a hablt of repeating itself,

I would venture to say, had it been a non-Indian on trial for that
erime,under the same ¢ lrounstannes. the case would have been
thrown out of courtl!

I an writing this asc one Haine Indian to other Maine Indians,
Isn't it about time we stopped play dead?

If we allow this incident and others like it to go by unchallenged,
:g;gi ur.'indood as ignorant as the nan-Indian would like to
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Yet another Indian massacre in Senate
'COMMENTARY

P L ko

By REP. DONNA M. LORING

n 1992 the Passamaquodd
Tribe proposed an amerj
ment to the Maine Indian
Land Claims Settlement Act.
The amendment added eight

acres of land in Albany Tounship

to the list of land that could be
acquired by the tribe and placed
into territory status. Since this

was a treafty amendment, the

only way it could be made part of
aetﬂ%meru was if the state
Leg:s!atm the governor and the
Passa y Tribe agreed.
All parties agreed to this amend-
ment in 1992, The Passama-
quoddy Tribe decided to build a
super bingo hall on that land
after the stafe refused to allow the
tribe fo build a bingo hall close to
its reservation in Calais.
Albany Township challenged
the Indian Territory status of the
township land in Maine courts.
The Maine Supreme Court ruled
on Feb. 7 of this year that even
though the Legislature may have
intended to place this land into
territory status, it had not com-
pleted the intended action
because the date by which the
land was to be purchased and
piac;ed.?womm-‘!m“sl,

1991 - was not changed.

Rep. Donald Soclonmhmiime
maquoddy representative

fo the Maine Legislature) submit-

ted an amendment to the Land -

Claims Settlement Act that would -

change the date, and added a ret-
roactive clause that would com-
plete what the Legislature, the
governor and the tribe intended
to do in 1992. The Judiciary Com-

mﬂteeﬁ'&dapub&chemmgm'-

Marclgatwh:chmneres:demsof

Albany Township came. out in .

JSorce against this amendment. -
I?lecmmutwevoﬁedm-aﬂmt

Saturday, April 8, 2000, was the

_day&omhelLNotbewmewelost

the Passamaquoddy bill in the
state Senate but because we were
treated so shabbily and degrad-
ingly. No citizen of this state

.. should ever have to sit through

such a verbally abusive attack as
Rep. Soctomah and. I did. It was
the hardest thing I have ever
done, to have to sit there helpless
and listen to these seif-righteous,
pompous senators talk so degrad-
ingly about my people and gam-
bling in the same breath.” ' -
Sen.Uotm)Benmtwastheﬁmt

Pimslf?;aﬂ.omNG. Pagt3*i .'
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“Continued from Page 1C
one to speak, and he went into detail
about how Albany Township had
been denied due process and stated
“that was just plain unacceptable and
shouldn’t happen in this country!” He
went on and on.

Then came Sen. (Norman) Fergu-
son with the “No casino in my town”
argument. Sen. (Peter) Mills took the
high, holier-than-thou road. He talked
about how gambling was so terrible
and that we shouldn’t allow it into this
state; he w::ztdob; to sali meofm
were being people out of New
York, that these people were using
the tribe to make a lot of maney for
themselves. He went an and on about

native people,
Albany To peuple.mostu{
whom were retired and well off, just
sat- there grinning from ear to ear
and eating up the whole process.
They knew they had enough votes to
wm.Weknew&seyhadihevutesto
win. Even ugbthese senators
Imew they had the votes, they kept on
rubbing salt into the wounds.
They appeared to egjoy it When

the smoke had settled it was yet
another Indian massacre. White men
win and Indians lose again, with no

regard whatsoever for a government-  quoddy

to-government relationship and no
effort at all to honor their treaty
amendment from 1992 What a sur-
prise! 1 say that sarcastically, of
course, Someday they are going to
Imow that they are dealing with gov-
ernments. The purpose of the bill was
to complete the legislative process
that the Legislature, governor and
the Passamaguoddy Tribe ha
intended. The senators chose to focus
on the gambling issue, not the
govermment-to-government relation-
ship that is a higher legal priority.
The obligation they have to a
government-to-government relation-
ship is far greater than to Albany
Townshig, Since when did a disorga-
nized town, df any town, have the

mﬂtoMamwwnt
governments around?

e

‘. “Ileft the Senate
chamber feeling -
‘personally
attacked and
wondering
about the
integrity of this
process. Will the
people of Maine
ever get it? Will
they ever open
their ears,
hearts and
minds and
decide to allow
us to share some

of the wedlth?”

I'm sick and tired of gambling
being an issue with Indian bills! We
all know the state of Maine is not

innocent when it comes to gambling.
Clearly, different standards are being
used for tribes than for the state.

Gambling in various forms bas
been debated in this session: expand-
ing the lottery w include other New
England states to make a super jack-
pot, the use of credit cards over the
telephope to place bets racetrack
issues. Gambling is so prevalent in
this state that you can go into any
supermarket or mom-and-pop stere

and get a scratch card or a.

Megabucks ticket. You can’t turn on
the TV without seeing a Megabucks
commerciall Yet when the Passama-
Tribe plans a super bingo
facility (which I might add is subject

“to being heavily regulated and moni-

tored by the Maine State Police) on
land it was led to beileve was Indian
territory, this becomes a horrible
thing! This is hypocrisy at its zenith.
Sen. Bennett cried in the Senate;
his show of emotion was worth more
than all our generations of grief and

d mouming combined They heard

him, they bonored him and we were
left with nothing but another broken

treaty.
Whatahoutaﬂtheyearsmmed
and begged and pleaded in those very
ha.usfornu;h "d;!:':ddmtgett;:
respect and honor due us as a peo
- a people who have been slandered,
cheated, abdsed and murdered for

_our resources and our lands.

What about our lands that were

- Stolen from Us! yinat aboul our way
. of Hfe and the very resources. we !
. depended ‘on fo “survive? Qur pleas
* fell on deaf ears. I'waited in vain for
o--someone, anyecne io stand up and

speak from thelr soul and spirit for

© my people. Sens. (Susan) Longley

and (Mary) Catheart had spoken ear-
fier. They bad done the best they
could How could they argue as pas-
sionately as one of us would have
argued? There was only a heavy
silence and we knew the bill was lost.

I am truly disgusted and discour-
aged Please understand when Isay [
am not pro-gambling, It is mostly that
I am for making native people eco-
nomically seifsufficient. 1 certainly
am not for making my people look
like criminzls just because we are

refused to give us a tax break Sen.
Mills chajred the Taxaticn Commit-
tee. When we as Penobscot and Pas-
samaguoddy representatives putin a
bill that would allow us to be part of
the Homestead- Exemption Act, we
were voted down ;

Every sttempt wo have made
toward economic seli-sufficiency has
been shot down with excuses and
bogus reascning. We need help in
this area and no one is helping It is
easytosit in judgment of “those Indi-
ans” when you are doing well
yourself,

Who cares about what geperations
before you did to us? Who cares
about what we have to do to survive
as long as it does not bother you or
yours or as loag as you do not have ko
ghare the wealth? That's it, isn'tit . ..
share the wealth, Soty if [ sound like
I'm . ranting, but pompous, self-
righteous senators have that effect
on me Their focus was killing the bill
and not finding alternative ways to
help us, Sen. Benoit once told me not
to focus on one thing but to see the
big picture. That was excelient
advice. | ask the senators to take that
same agvice,

My last word on the subject is this:
I heard a lat of mean-spirited, nega-
tive words during that Senate dehate,
and they were calculated to hurt and
to eriminalize native people. I left the
Senate chamber [eeling personally
attacked and wondering about the
integrity of this process. Will the peo-
ple of Maine ever get it? Will they
ever open their ears, hearts and
minds and decide to aliow us to shars
some of the wealth? :

T ask onfy this: Don't eriticize ‘us.
Don't criminalize us, We are just &y-
ing to survive. +
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To the editor,

I am writing in response to your editorial cartoon on March 12, 2002, The cartoon was
titled * Steve Meyers’ View”.

I am writing because there was something terribly wrong with the image and the very
subtle message it sent.
No, I am not going to ask the paper to print an apology nor am I going to call for Mr.
Meyer’s resignation. (I know people who would). The reason I am not asking for his
resignation or an apology is that Native people since Columbus have simply learned how
to forgive.

There is a saying “ a picture is worth a thousand words”. In this case it’s a cartoon. I
would like to use some of those words to describe the picture I saw.

The picture was of Governor Angus King holding a can of poison marked VETO in big
letters. (I wonder what that container with the skull and crossbones held? It was
obviously something toxic like dioxin, mercury, and cadmium...)

There were small insect carcasses all around him. I think these were supposed to be
roaches and they presumably depicted attempts at other gambling proposals. There were
some images I did not see such as live roaches with the letters LOTTERY, HORSE
RACING, OFF TRACK BETTING. I have never seen a cartoon with the Governor
exterminating those depicted as insects!

I then saw a jumbo size insect perhaps eight to ten times the size or the others. The
Words CASINO PROPOSAL was written on its shell. The words YEWWHOOoo00! With
music symbols were depicted as coming from the insect. I cannot figure out what the
meaning of this is except that when Native people are being made fun of they are mocked
with similar words.

The good governor looks as though he was taken by surprise and getting ready to
exterminate the jumbo insect with the poison canister marked VETO.

What possibly could be wrong with this picture! I will explain from my perspective as an
Indian.

My point is Indian people are real people we are human beings with the same dreams and
desires as anyone else and should never be dehumanized. This cartoon was
dehumanizing. Ironically it was in the paper the day after the first ever “State of the
Tribes Address”, The Chiefs spoke to the entire Legislative body and to the entire State
through the media. Maine Public Radio carried their speeches in their entirety.



They spoke to Maine people from their hearts and spoke the plain truth. They were
genuine and honest, they offered their hands in friendship and spoke of partnerships and
working together for the common good. They invited the people of Maine to a place they
had never been before, into their hearts, their spirituality and their humanness.

There are people who will take advantage of our tribes casino proposal to make us look
less than human. Some will even see a political advantage in using the Indian people of
this state like a political football. I would like to think Maine people have progressed. I
would like to think Maine people are smarter than that. I would like to think Matne
people are fair.

The word casino has been synonymous with Indians ever since the success of the
Pequot’s casino in Connecticut. I know this is true in Maine because every time my
colleague Donald Soctomah and I introduced a bill it was heavily scrutinized to make
sure there was no casino involved. It has been this way ever since we were elected to
represent our people in the State Legislature. The word Indian and casino are
Synonymous.

I wonder has anyone thought of equating words such as:

Indian and children, Indian and mother, Indian and father, Indian and family, Indian and
home, Indian and partner, Indian and future, Indian and equality, Indian and dreams,
Indian and human being?



