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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows: 
2 

Sec. 1. 1 MRSA §llOl, sub~§1, as enacted by PL 1977. c . 259, 
4 § l, is amended to read: 

6 1. Oft"ensive~. "Offensive nMe" means a name of a place 

• 
whi ch i DC 1 ude IS the de s ignat ion " nigge r" OO~''---Jt~h~.,-~"~.....~ig",,n~a~t~i~Den" 
"iQuaw" as a separate word or as part of a word . 

10 
SUMMARY 

12 
This bill expands the law prohibiting the use Of offensive 

14 names to designate places to also prohibit the use of the word 
"squaw ... 
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OFFICE OF POLICY AND LEGAL ANALYSIS 


Date: 2/3/00 Public Hearing: 1128/00 

To: Jo int Standing Committee on Judiciary 

From: Peggy Reinsc h, Leg islati ve Analyst 

LD 2418 An Act Concerning Offensive Names. 

SUMMARY 

This bill expands the law proh ibiting the use of offensive names to designate places to 
also prohibil rhe use of the word "squaw:' 

TESTIMONY 

Proponents 

• 	 Term used to degrade and dehumanize 
Native Women for many years 

• 	 Not an issue of political correctness, but 
about basic human decency and respect fo r 
one 's fo!llow citizens 

• 	 Word used to attack Native people 
• 	 Never an aggressive act fo r a people to 

exerc ise their right to self·detenn in::lIion 
• 	 Prohibit in place names. can't prohibit use 

by businesse~ 
• 	 Has always been o ffe nsive 
• 	 The Year of the Nati ve American Woman 
• 	 Not everyone offended - need 10 be 

sens itive to thOSe who ::I re offended 
.. Not a (enn of honor for the mountain 

• 	 i";ol an [ndi an word 

• 	 Perpe(uJ.! t: ~ stereOty pe" 

• 	 Traum~\ caused from use of the ", word" 
• 	 \Ve°\",-' been derailed look ing at on gln 

Nalive hislOry i" oral. not wh<u is wri tten 
do\\ n - irre k'vail! 

• 	 No{ remov ing th e moum<1i n itse lf - i,;, 
beaut) \dll alwJ)' s be lhco rc 

.. ·'H istorical accounts" \vritte'n by white 
scholars not acceptable 

.. RenJ issue is whe ther use of the word is 
disrespect ful 

People who have beo! /l oppressed will 
intemalize their hun 

Opponents 

• 	 Never heard anyone claim it is insulling 
• 	 Shou ldn ·t distort history 
• 	 Explore Indian folklore and legends 
• 	 120f 18 pl:lces in immediate Greenville 

area - wi ll greatly affect 
• 	 Names given by Nlltive Americans 

themselves 
• 	 Nothing in usage of "squaw" in Greenville 

area is derogatory 
• 	 Important to image 
• 	 A number of Native Americans in area 

who aren ' t offended 
• 	 We \~ ant to mainlil in and re vive the Native 

hi story 
.. No. un i\'ersal agreement within Native 

Commu nity thai offensive 
.. Pbc~ ;:. n:Jmd :n..;.:!d on 0,lti\ e ,Am.:rican 

kg-.::nds -don't lOSe 
.. 	 Hatred and bigotry Gre ex pres.\ed in ma n)' 

word s - (realing only the s;. mplOlTls 

CI 



Committee: JUD 

LA : MJR 

LR # and item numbcr: 346602 

New Title?: no 

Add Emergency?: no 

Date: 2/ 15/00 

Fi Ie N arne: G;\OPLALHs\COMMTIEE\lL'D\A '''le:-;ll(o. rrS\)466()~ ,dll~ 121 1(v00 9 '26 :\M ) 

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "." TO LD 2418, An Act Concerning Offensive Names 

Amend the bill by striking out everything after the enacting clause and inserting in its 
place Ihe following: 

Sec. 1. 1 MRSA §1l0J, sub-§l is repe aled and the following cnacled in its place: 

1. Offensive name. "Offensive name" means a name of a place (hat includes: 

A. The designation "nigger" <IS a separate word or as pan of n word : or 

B. The designation "squaw" or ''squa'' as a separate word. 

Sec. 2. 1 MRSA §1l04 is amended to read: 

~1104. Responsibility of municipal officers and county commissioners 

The municipal officers of the municipality or the county commis.'. ioners responsible for 
the unorgan ized territory, in whic h a place is found pursuant to Title 5, secti on 4632. to have an 
offensive name, sflaJ-I: have the following responsibilities: 

1. Reasonable actions. They sh•.d l takc whalever reasonable act ions are requ ired to 
complctc a changc in the offensive name, The\' shall hold at least one oublic heari n!i! on select in!! 
a new name: and 

2. l'iotification. ~ uolc$$ ~ COlin Ol'dcr is i.,>sued unck r Tir le 5. section -+ 632 
specifying a different deadline. within 6 months of the determination thal the place has an 
offensive name, thev s.hall fte+tf;: provide notice of the new name to the Commissioner of 
Conservation. the Secretary of the United States Department of the Interi or <lnd other public 
agencies, boards, commillees or olher groups responsible for changing names of places and for 
ensuring that such name changes appear on maps and other puhlic document ~ , 

Office of Policy & Legal Analys is Dr:Jft p. 1 
2/16/00.9:46 AM 



Summary 

This amendment clarifies that use of "squaw" or "squa" as a separate word in the name of 
a place is offensive, and the name of that place must be changed. 

The municipal officers, if the place is within a municipality, or the county commissioners. 
if the place is located in unorganized terri tory, mllst take reasonable steps to complete a change 
in the name. This amendment requires them to hold at least one public hearing on selecting a 
new name. 

Cllrren~ law provides for a COUI1 to order a name change within 90 days if there is no 
agreement reached between the Human Rights Commission and the municipaJ officers or the 
county commissioners, as applicable. This amendment requires the notification ahout the new 
name to lake place wilhin 6 months of the determination that a place name is offensive if there is 
no court order specifying a different deadline. 

p.2Office of Policy & Legal Analysis Draft 
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AROOSTOOK BAND OF MICMACS 
P.O. BOX 772 
PRESQUE ISLE, MAINE 04769 
(207}764-1972 

Aroostook Band of ~cmacs 

Recognition of tha Ye~r 2000 as the Tear o f th_ Native Women and Ce••atlon of u•• for 

the otten4ive~~~~~_f)1
Resolution .~~ 

Wberea$ : the AIoo3took Band o f MjomaC3 and are feder~ lly r eeoqni1ed Nat ive ~rican C~~ity. &nd 

We recoqni zt 
.nd 

our existence is based on ~he strength and well being of our Native Women, 

our culture and herita ge &c~nowledQe3 Nativ e Women as the cohesive force 
foundat ion o f family r tlat ion3hips and com=un ity alliances, ~d 

thAt is the 

Wb.r~3 : Nati ve women ~re the give rs of lif . and their well-beinq including menta lly, physically , 
emotionally and spiritually dete~ne the direction ot the ne ~ t seven qene ra t ions. 

We Therefor.: resotve to decl are the 
the State of Maine and 

Year 2000 as t he Yea r of the Na tive Woman and ~e reque~t 
t he Federal government t o recogni~~ oux decl aration, And to 

ill We, <' l Ceo , ) 
Dora Dow 
Co=U~ 

P.ohert& WUrn.y...~"'" 
~~ecuJ-
Fr-.cl ht-r-5'&\l.l 
Cotmcil ~r 

c.orqt.. Slu..I:t 
c O\l.D.cil ~r 



RECOGNfTlON OF THE 

YEAR 2000 AS THE 


YEAR OF THE NATIVE WOMEN AND THE 

REMOVAL OFTHE OFFENSIVE TERM SQUAW 


RESOLUTION #Jdh)tJ:n 

WHEREAS. 	 the Passamaquoddy Tribe a federally recognized Tribe in the State 
o f Maine with a membership population of 3300 people; and 

WHEREAS. 	 we recognize our existence is based on strength and well-being of 
our Native Wo men; and 

WHEREAS. 	 our culture and heritage acknowledges Native Women as the 
cohesive force that is the foundation of family relationships and 
community alliances. and 

WHEREAS. 	 Native Women are the givers of life and their well-being including 
mentally. physically. emotionally a nd spiritually determine the 
direction of the next seven generations, and 

THEREFORE. 	we the Passamaquoddy Tribe. declare the Year 2000 as the Year of 
the Native Women and request the State of Maine and the Federal 
Government to recognize our declaration: and 

Respect our Native Women and stop the use of demoralizing, dehumanizing 
terms. which for hundreds o f years has been used to subjugate and d ismantle 
the fjbe rs of a healthy Native family and society. 

CERTIFICATION 
I, -the undersigned Cler:':: of the Joint Tribal Council o f the Pos~omoquood,/ Triba, do hereby 
certify thot a meet ing of the Join! Triboi Cound l of Ihe Passa maquoddy Tribe was held a t the 
Pleasant POint Pa ss amaquoddy Reservation. Pen')l, Moine on Jonuol)' 19, 2000. and do further 
certify that a quorum was present o~ the Joint Tribal C ounci l of the Possamaquoddy Tribe and 
tha t the fo rego ing Resolu ti on was circulated in writing to all members present and that the 
foregoing Resolutio n was d uly moved, seconded and adopted by the a fTirm otive vote of 11 
members, who aj the time of fhe vo te constituted a majority of the 11 members of the Joint 
Tribal Council then present nd voting. 

" 



Office of the Chief and Council Communily Building 
Richard H. Hamillon Indian Island, Maine 04468 

Chjef (207) 827-7776 

Ann I. Pard ilia 
Sub-Chjef 

FAX (207) 827-6042 

Donna M. Loring Recognition 
Representative As the 

Year of the Native Women 
And the 

Removal of the Offensive Term Squaw 
Resolution # 01-11-00-05 

Whereas; the Penobscot Tribe a fede rally recognized T ribe in the State of Maine 
with a membership of2129 people, and 

Whereas; we recognize our existence is based on the strength and well be ing of our 
N ative Women and 

Whereas; our culture and heritage acknowledges Native Women as the 
Cohesive force that is the foundation of family relationships and community alliances, 
and 

Whereas; Native Women are the givers of life and their well-being including 
mentally, physically, emotionally and spiritually determine the direction of the next seven 
generations, and 

THE REFORE BE IT R ESOLVED, lhat we the Penobscot Tribe, declare the year 2000 
as lhe Year of the Native Women and we request o f the Stale of Maine and the Federal 
government 10 recognize our declaration, and; 

Respect our Nati ve Women and stop the use o f demoral izing, dehumanizing terms, which 
for hundreds or years has been used to subjugate and dis mant le the fibers ofa healthy 
Nati ve family and society. 

Certitkuloo 
l. Ihe undcl$W\d IS Clux of Inc Tribnl Council oflhe Pen<)b <c"l l ndj 3~ Nation do hereby certify thal lhe Tribal CounciJ of the 
P~nob~co t Indian Nation is ~omp(lS<:d of(! 2) m~mbers. of whom _ S___ werc prcsl!JlI at a me~t ;ng held 3t Indian [s[a nll on Ih~ 
ll.th.. d~~ ofJan.l.laq2000, held in a~~ordanc<: wi th the schedu l,' oi R~gu l 3 r med ings oftne Council of which a ll Counc il 
members leee i \"~ n~l! e= marc Ihan {wenty - tour hours in nd \"~ ~ cc. ar.d It which I.~.C Chief was present and presided. ami Iha! 
Celtifica!io n I. the undersigned lS Cl~rk o t' Ih~ T riilal COl",cil o[ lnc PenobSl.:ol [ nI! , ~ n Nation dOl hereby cer1,ty lh~! iii.: Tl ib-al Counell 
"r lh ~ P( l"Io bscoll ndial"l the fore~oing Re~o IUl i"n wa, duiy I d"pl ~C h~ I n~ affunn tivc ve \e ef--B-.. Counci l member<; 

Peao lncot I"d ia" "'_Iioll 
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Hous~ 

rejects
'squaw' 

as name 


OR Oil.ILV NEWS 

Tribal delegates 
hail 129-17 vote 

MAR 16 2000 
By Emmet Mea", 

Of the NEWS Stall 


AUGUSTA - "This is a historic 
occasion, a small victory in a 
long-standing war," said Sherr! 
Mitchell of the Penobscot Nation, 
minutes after the House voted 129
17 to pass a bill which will ban the 
use of "squaw" from place names 
In Maine. LD 2418 was written by 
passamaquoddy bibaI Rep. Don
ald G. Soctomah and Is expected 
to be passed by the Senate on 
Thursday. 

U passed, tbe bill would remove 
the word from 25 areas, the best 
known being Squaw Mountain. It 
would not affect private busi
nesses. 

Indian history is based on story
telling, and Mltcbell was one of a 
dozen women who told the Judi
ciMy Conunittee at a January 
public hearing how the word 
"squaw" had caused humiliation 
for 100 years and had become syn
onymous with female genitalia. 
Several told stories of being sur-

See House, A2, Col. 3 
,.-- ....--" 

E_ Alta.! of indian ....nd ~ leglelal.... to _ • bill WednMdey at tile S- H...... In Auguata. T1Ia _, which 
_ paeeed In the Ho.... and I. upactad to pa.. In tile Senate, would ban the .... of the _ "aqlMW" In public p.. llllmea. 
(AP PhoIo by Robert F. Bukaty) 
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House resoundingly reje~ts 'squaw' name 

Long-sought by Indians, bill likely to pass in Senate today; won't affect private firms 

House, from AI 
'rounded in Old Town by whites 
who performed their version of an 
Indian dance while degrading the 
woman as "squaws. H The per
sonal testimony brought a 12-1 
vote of support from the commit
tee. 

On the floor of the House on 
Wednesday, Rep. Donna Loring, 
the legislative representative 
from the Penobscot Nation, said 
Indian women had become "invis
ible" to the white population. 
"You don't understand how we 
are offended and dehumanized" 
by the state's use of a word which 
Indian women consider "dirty, 
degrading and shameful," she 
said. She said ignorance and big
otry "cannot last under the light 
of education. Twn on that light." 

After the vote, the somber Lor
ing exhibited a rare smile as she 
praised her fellow legislators. 
"This says that Maine people are 
receptive, not closed-minded. The 

, state is saying that we are human 
beings, we have feelings, and we 
are valuable. This is a huge step," 
she said. It was an uphill fight for 
Loring and Soctomah because it 
"put us in the public eye more 
than any IIndian] representative 
before us," she said. 

On the floor, Soc tomah said 
Indians have been suffering (or a 
century as whites "told us where 
to live, what to do and who we 

are." He asked 'for "the great 
state of Maine to stand up, make 
positive changes, and take a step 
in the right direction. This is not 
an issue of political correctness. It 
is an issue of basic human dig
nity." He said 100 percent of the 
leadership of the state's five 
tribes support the bill. 

The fight was not won without 
opposition. 

Rep. G. Paul Waterhouse, R
Bridgton, who cast the lone com
mittee vote against the bill, said 
many Indians outside the state 
were against the idea because the 
measure removed an important 
part of Indian history. The use of 
the word may have been deroga
tory' in the past, but is a positive 
one today, he said. 

The First Amendment gives 
people "the right to be stupid," 
according to Rep. Stavros J . Men
dros, R-Lewiston, who 'voted 
against the bill. He suggested pun
ishing a child who uses the word, 
but preserving the word as valu
able history. 

Removing the word could elim
inate some textbooks in Maine , 
schools, claimed Rep. A. David " 
Trahan, R-Waldoboro, who said, 
"There is a danger in regulating 
words." Rep. Earl E. Richardson, 
R-Greenville, said the 'bill would 
erase all past business promotions 
(or Squaw Mountain and other 
areas and asked for more study. 

But supporters carried the day. 
Rep. Richard H. Thompson, D

Naples, the co-chairman of the 
Judiciary Committee, said after 
hearing the "heart-wrenching" 
stories of Indian wOlDen at the 
January public hearing, he 
decided that "Maine should do the 
right thing." 

Rep. Matthew Dunlap, D-Old 
Town, said he valued the Indian 
population as fellow citizens and 
asked the House to "put away 
your prejudices. This does no 
harm and much good." 

U the pope can apologize Cor his 
church's misdeeds, the state can 
apologize to its Indians "on a sim
pler, smaller scale," said Rep. 
Daniel B. Williams, D-Qrono. 

As a Cor mer "Skowhegan 
Indian" Cootball player, Rep. 
Robert W. Nutting, R-Oakland, 
said he thought the idea was base
less a few months ago, "but I 
came around." Rep. John T. 
Buck, R-Yarmouth, also initially 
dismissed the idea as part oC the 

"political correctness" mOVe
ment, but admitted that he 
changed his mind 8S his con
sciousness was raised. 

With a Canadian Indian grand
mother, Rep. William R. Cote, I}. 
Lewiston, said he learned early 
that "squaw" was an offensive 
term. 

Rep. John L. Martin, D-Eagle 
Lake, is one oC the Cew legislators 
still in Ille House who remembers 
removing the word "nigger" CrolD 
the name oC some state lakes, 
ponds and islands in the early 
19705. "Now, 110 one refers to the 
old names anymore. It will be the 
same thing in Greenville, r1 he 
said . As someone deeply offended 
by French jokes, Martin said he 
had an inkling how oCCensive the 
word "SQuaw" was to Indians. 

Teacher Linda Rogers McKee, 
D-Wayne, said, "This will be good 
Cor every student in Maine and 
they are watching what we do 
today. This could be the first step' 
toward multicultural education." 
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Aroostook bows n 

to edict, renames 
• 

SIX Negro Lakes 

By Margard Sm1lh ~\,-.(

NEWS Presque Isle Bureau 
CARIBOU - The Aroostook County Commissioners 

have, upon petit ion by the Maine Human Rl ghtsCommls· 
sion IMHRC), ren.:tmed the six so-called "~lgger" Brook 
wUderness Icaltes of northwestern Aroostook COWlty. 
, The reJ.son based upon Maine statute: aHhough rerer
red co as Ne~ro Brook Lakes on the maps, the six lakes 
are called "~ igger" Brook Lakes by arta residents, " A 
name properly classified as QUens!... e .. . " 

The county commISsioners, accordingly. (enamal the 
Jakes during an April meetfng in Caribou, the six 
"Pelletier" Brook L3kes. The name honors a three
generation Pelletier family, three 01 whom have been 
wardens with the Maine F'i sh and G.arne Deaprtment tor 
periods up to 15 years, and still are. . 

David V. Bell, chief admInistrative officer (or lht coun
ty commissioners. has nolU!w Ms. Francia Davis. Com· 
pliance offi~r for the MHRC at Augusta., of the change. 
Concurrin g in the choice of a new name (or thf: lakes 
were G. Ronald McClusky or Monticello and Joel R. 
LeBI.!l 1'lc of Madawaska. the two other county commLs
sioners. 

A C1:lmplal nt, pursuant to the statute 011. offensIve 
names, came to the coucty commlS!ioners through
Sarah Redfield, assistant attorney general of MaIDe, last 
October. Ms. Redlield staled that she belJeved tbat the 
names otlensive and that she bad requested that the 
MHRC i:west:gate and take such steps as are avallabJe 
to have the names changed. 

Bell said he had no inkling how attent IOn WIS firSt 
drawn to Ihe "objectionable names". The MHRC saId It 
had received a complaint last May 19. 

The first, second, third and fourth so-<!alled Negro
Brook Lakes. He In TownshIp Iii, Ragne 9. 'The fifth and 
sixth lakes are in Township \5, Range 9. AU of the lakes 
are connected by Negro Brook, which appears to rise 
from .s.o<alled Little Black Pond and nows in a general 
northerly direction to empty Into the St. John Rlver, 

First Negro uke is situated about eIght miles south of 
the community of St. Francis, near the t anad!an OOrder. 
AU of the la:<es are loca ted se vera! mUts ....est of Route 
II, the "back ~treet" highway from Sheridan northerly to 
Fer. ": en~ 

As PC!u; D. Pierce. ::wcstigator fcr :!le ~!HRC, ,Phrased 
il: The f! :-st th re-c lakes may be 1iC'e.'1 by leavrng U.s. 
:l.oc le 1 ;:-~r: ::. 16 m:li's from S":';io :'>J.uti:; &. Son's seed 
E:Olalo ba....-n a !l,:lc!~ark :~ 5<. John: a1 Cba..onberl.a!n's 
\.riJJf on:o a c!: rt :o(e :-oad . 

Fic~c'! i!J:ioC ~t:?C : t...f::n-e :If,,w::::sh wr.:te rabbil3 and.a 
huge ~oos.e ·..·ltr: lon g sk inn y legs were encount.e re<l Oil 
[he wa:,' ::) :he lakes . . '\0 IOjiim; trJcks or signs of 
nurna:::s - .•:::~ :!le cl:ceplion r. : So re(!:'ish house on the 
nght - "'~ re ~,'l ." 

1: was ?:t'~c!': 5 reco;.:menc"Eo::: to Ule Haman RIghts
Coml:: isslon th~; the com miss!cn ISS ~l t the finding tila: 
the names D~ :::cse six lakes are cffensh·c. 
Comr.lISs;o~e : Be!! told the ~EWS that the commissio!'J 

had ChoSf .~ :;~ ~ P ~!le t :e r n;lm e since [?'oe family has long 
~::. invc:v! c a.; 'J'areeos ar.d wilderness guides in the 
are", 

:~ third ger.er;;':lon family member. Maynard Pelletier 
o! Caribou . said his gra."dfather. Nlzaire Pelletier came 
to the St. franc:s area from IndI an Island in Old Tonw, 
~! e .• in !.he eady 1800's at the age of 13. Nltaire' l1rst 
worked.ls a ~oo f. 's a;:-..sistant for SI',epilard Cary at Seven 
Islands at t.'le head of the SL John RIver. Later, be , establiShed a ferrj across the Allagash River, which he\ and his descendents oerated for 31sWDmet"S. ....... ~. 


'-----_ •.. _-- .
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